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COURTLY LOVE  

 

1. [AMOUR]  The demandes d’amour and the venditions d‘amour, around 1470, 210 x 155 mm, 

29 leaves. A medieval manuscript of love, casuistry and courtly love. Neatly written French 

manuscript in parchment, French gothic bastarda, numerous initials alternating in red and 

blue, calfskin leaves set in mauve ink, 19th century vellum binding, large golden fleur-de-lys at 

the corners and in the center of the plates, blind stamp with gilding, two liturgical fragments of 

the 12th century used as paste-downs, manuscript title Dits et ventes d’amour, some initials 

reworked in the 19th century. Some leaves missing?  

$ 62,500.-  

 

Collections of demandes d'amour 

appeared in the fourteenth century. 

The demandes d’amour was a 

courtly game played between man 

and women with the subject of 

particularly thorny problems of 

love with impossible definitive 

answers. The game evolved from 

the schoolroom and entered the 

world of late medieval courts, 

knights and dames. They consisted 

of a series of questions and answers 

dealing with the ideology, 

etiquette, and allegorical 

codification of love; presented in 

the form of a dialogue between a man and a woman. These ‘love-problems’ were intended to provoke 

discussion and encourage witty conversation and grew in popularity among the aristocracy, especially 

in France and England, between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. The older attribution of this 

manuscript to the love poet Alain Chartier (ca. 1385- 1433) has been refuted by more recent research. 

The demandes were referenced frequently in literature of that time as one of the most popular kinds of 

noble entertainment. Christine de Pisan reports on demandes gracieuses at the court of the poet Charles 

d'Orléans.  

 

ARLIMA list only 25 manuscripts, none in America. 

(https://www.arlima.net/ad/demandes_damours.html) They are often combined with a second text, 

the venditions d’amour, also a courtly love game. Both texts (demandes & venditions) are usually found 

together. The latest research knows only 9 manuscripts, seven of them, as here, combined with the 

demandes. The present manuscript is unknown and therefore a substantial enrichment of the 

transmission. This manuscript is an important contribution to this highly important genre of medieval 

love casuistry. There might be some gaps in the present manuscript (although no leaves are torn out), 

the original text can’t be identified with certainty. This is due to the open character of the literary genre. 

Often not the entire text stock was handed down, but individual parts were excerpted, revised and 

rearranged. Since the text consists of individual questions and answers without a strict structure, text 
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interventions and rearrangements were the rule. This manuscript also shows clear evidence of the 
revision of the basic texts, there are over-writings, erasures and possibly extensions. Especially in the 
exact text analysis of this hitherto unknown monument lies great potential, we did not research this 
text extensively. The present manuscript is a direct and unique testimony to noble life and courtly 
entertainment literature, a monument of late medieval courtly love. Secular texts are extremely rare. 
 
References:  
Les Demandes d'amour. Ed. by MARGARET FELBERG-LEVITT. (Inedita et Rara, 10) Montreal 1997; 
ARLIMA (https://www.arlima.net/ad/demandes_damours.html); Martijn Rus: D’un lyrisme l’autre. À 
propos des venditions d’amour, de Christine de Pizan aux recueils anonymes de la fin du Moyen Âge, 
in: Cahiers de recherches médiévales et humanistes 9 (2002) (online 
https://journals.openedition.org/crm/80);  M. Lazard: Ventes et demandes d’amour, in: Les jeux à la 
Renaissance, études réunies par Ph. Ariès et J.-Cl. Margolin, Paris 1982, p. 133-149; R. Bergeron: Les 
venditions française 
 

 

ANTIPHONARY LEAF  

 

2.  [ANTIPHONARIUM] Leaf from an antiphonary, late 
13th or early 14th century, (290 x 400 mm)  Dixit Dominus 
ad Noe, Finis universae carnis venit coram me; repleta est 
terra iniquitate eorum, et ego disperdam eos cum terra.  

               $ 1,900.-  
 
So God said to Noah, 'I am going to put an end to all people, for 
the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely 
going to destroy both them and the earth. Compare: 
https://cantus.uwaterloo.ca/source/123672.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

A RARE 15th CENTURY CHAPTER HOUSE MANUSCRIPT FROM ARLES   

 

3. [ARLES] MS. on paper. In Latin. Arles, late 15th century. Folio, 32 x 23 cm. 200 lvs. Vellum 
binding, partly detached. Working manuscript with some manicules in several parts, dating 
from 1490 to 1500.  

$ 7,500.- 
 
A rare manuscript on the rules and administration of the famed Chapter House of Arles, immortalized 
in the painting of Giotto of the Apparition at the Chapter House of Arles with its brilliant architectural 
composition. 
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In the Chapter House, the abbot, 

surrounded by the monks, 

directed the administration and 

discipline of the monastery. The 

community of monks would 

meet in the chapter house with 

the Abbot to 'hold chapter'. This 

meant to read aloud from the 

rule book and Bible, and to 

discuss matters concerning the 

monastery and its monks. The 

meetings generally took place in 

the morning, after mass; the 

monks would sit along the length 

of the walls in strict age-order. 

The canons were often 

noblemen and prominent 

businessmen of the city. and 

were charged with careful administration of the cathedral's land, wealth, and revenue - a display of the 

great feudal and secular power the monastery held in addition to religious authority. Interestingly, many 

libraries and books were often housed in the Chapter House for consultation and storage in cupboards.  

[Ref: "Chapter House" Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: 1913.] 

 

 

AN EARLY PARISIAN BOOK OF HOURS 

 

4. [BOOK OF HOURS] HORAE, France, Paris, early 15th 

century (circa 1400). In-8° (122 x 177 mm), brown 

morocco, with gilded fillets and large gilded ribbon 

framing the plates, spine decorated with nerves, gilded 

edges (binding end of XVIIth c.) 130 ff. of vellum, 16 lines 

per page. Text in Latin (except for the calendar and the 

15 joys of Mary and prayers to the Lord and addenda of 

the 16th century in French). Written in lettre de forme. 

With six large miniatures with rectangular floral frames 

and initials.  

$ 80,000.-  

 

 

 

Description by Prof. Dr. Mark Mersiowsky.   

The manuscript has not yet been described in detail and remained unknown to researchers. The script, 

decoration, text, calendar and style of the miniatures leave no doubt about a dating around 1400 and a  
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localization in Paris. Eberhard König, who last masterfully 

edited the Parisian books of hours around 1400, did not yet 

know this book. The clue to this dating and localisation is 

the manuscript offered by Heribert Tenschert in 2011, 

Tenschert, catalogue 66, no. 1, a Paris Book of Hours circa 

1390, which is closely related to the Book of Hours in 

Baltimore, Walters Art Museum, W96. König attributed this 

manuscript to the master of Walters 96. With the 

manuscript Tenschert, catalogue 66, no. 1, the book of hours 

presented here is closely related. The book decoration, the 

miniatures, their background, their structure as well as the 

image conception as well as the style of robes and figures of 

the newly discovered manuscript clearly go back to the 

Tenschert manuscript, but are to be dated somewhat later. 

The connection with Walter’s 96 is clear from the 

manuscript decoration, the separation of the individual 

hands of the miniatures must now be discussed again on 

a broader basis.With the help of this new material, the 

question of the master of Walters 96, to whom König 

attributed the Tenschert manuscript, must be discussed 

anew. 

 

Our manuscript is somewhat later than Tenschert, no 1, but the master is most closely related, probably 

same artist or a direct student. Certainly, 2 or 3 hands were involved in the miniatures of this book. 

While the majority of the miniatures are direct transfers from Tenschert, catalogue 66, no. 1, we must 

for the funeral mass miniature refer to the environment of the Boucicaut Master: Funeral service 

(vespers), Boucicaut workshop, c. 1415, London, Coll. Zwemmer, Book of hours, f. 147, c. 1410, Brussels, 

Bibl. royale, ms. 10767, f. 106v (Meiss, Boucicaut Master, fig. 138, 139). The rectangular picture frames 

with variously patterned checkerboard or textile backgrounds, the less three-dimensional figures whose 

faces were drawn in simple ink lines, often in green with landscape backdrops piled up like clods on 

narrow, steep spatial stages, the always three-line thorn-leaf initial, the ornamental borders emanating 

from it as well as the marginal decorations with spiral tendrils of vine and ivy leaves refer to Parisian 

book illumination around 1400 (cf. Paris Book of Hours, Cologne, Coll. Renate König, Ars vivendi, ars 

moriendi no. 3; MANUSCRIPTS BEFORE 1600 2 Montreal, MBAM, 191.2016.1-2).  

 

The colored ivy leaves disappear around 1420; the acanthus that then appears does not yet appear here. 

Also the text refers to Paris. Instead of Quem terra ponthus sidera in the matutin of the Hours of the 

Holy Virgin we find in Paris O quam glorifica (f. 21r), the first antihphona is Exaltata es (f. 21v) and the 

prayer at the end of laudes is Ecclesiam tuam quesumus (f. 37v), all these earmarks for the use of Paris. 

The prayers Obsecro te (f. 114r-117r) and O intemerata (f. 117r-120r) are typical for Parisian Books of Hours.  

 

An extremely early and magnificent example of Parisian book illumination around the turn of the 15th 

century. Books of hours of this age and artistic importance are rarely seen on the market. Overall, a 

breathtaking new find on the beginnings of Parisian book illumination around 1400 and thus the roots 
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of the miraculous works for the Duke Jean de Berry, which forces with new material to sharpen and 

reconsider the previous attributions.  

 

Text  

f. 1r-12v: rich calendar (in French), every day noted, the most 

important Parisian saints: 3.1. Genevieve in red, 1.9. Leu et Gilles 

in red, 9.10. Dionysius in red, but also 1.10. Remy in red (Reims), 

composite calendar, for instance, several Briton saints; f. 13r- 17v: 

pericopes, John f. 13, Luke f. 14, Mark f. 15v, Matthew f. 17; f. 18 

blank; f. 19r-61v: Office of the Virgin Mary; f. 19r Matutin, f. 28v Ad 

laudes, f. 38r ad primam, f.42v Ad terciam, f. 45v Ad sextam, f. 49r 

Ad nonam, f. 52r Ad vesperas, f. 57v Ad completorium; f. 61v-62v 

Oraison a la croix, addendum 16th century; f. 63r-72v Septem 

psalmi penitenciales, beginnings missing; f. 72v- 77v litany of the 

saints and prayers; f. 78r-83v Hours of the Holy Cross; f. 84r-88 v 

Hours of the Holy Spirit; f. 89r-112v Office of the deaths; f. 113r-113v 

Oraison tres devoste a tous les St et Saintes de paradis, 

addendum 16th century; f. 114r-117r prayer Obsecro te, f. 117r-120r 

prayer O intemerata (as mostly always in Parisian Books of 

Hours); f. 120v Oraison tres et vote a la grecieux vierge, 

addendum 16th century; f. 121r-125v 15 joys of Mary, Doulce Dame 

de misericorde (in French); f. 126r-128v Doulx dieu, prayers to the 

Lord in French; f. 129r-130r: last prayers in Latin, addendum, late 

15th century. The manuscript shows traces of intensive pious use 

as well, but is in an absolutely authentic state of preservation. 

Slight traces of old wetness; pale stains on f. 72 to 75, 85, 112-113.  

 

Decoration  

Six large miniatures with rectangular floral frames and initials: 

f. 19r Annunciation, f. 78r the Holy Virgin and Saint John at the 

foot of the Cross, f. 84r Pentecost, f. 89r Funeral Mass, f. 121r the 

Holy Virgin and her Child in the garden, f. 126r Last Judgment. 

The rectangular picture frames with variously patterned 

checkerboard or textile backgrounds, always three-line thorn-

leaf initials, ornamental borders emanating from it, marginal 

decorations with spiral tendrils of vine and ivy leaves. Seven 

large initials with spiral tendrils of vine and ivy leaves at 

important passages (f. 28v, 38r, 42v, 45v, 49r, 52r, 57v), numerous 

initials painted in red or blue and illuminated. Except the 

calendar and pericopes, the Book of Hours is richly decorated 

with three- to one-line gold initials and numerous line fillers. A 

more detailed description is available upon request. At the end of the calendar f. 12v there is an entry 

“Margrit 15??” blindly incised with a stylus in an early 16th century French hand. It therefore stands to 

reason that the Book of Hours was the private property of a French woman at the end of the Middle 

Ages.  
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15
TH

 CENTURY FRENCH ARCHIVE 

 

5. [CHARTERS] on vellum (two on paper), 15th century, various formats. Mostly in French (a few 
pieces in Latin, in Provençal or Occitan). 84 pieces in total. 
 
A fascinating array of medieval documents concerning Normandy, Poitou, Maine, Franche-Comté, 
Languedoc, Quercy, Saintonge, Brittany, etc. Dealing with a wide variety of subjects. Lease of fiefs, selling 
of oak trees, marriage contracts, testaments, pledges, homages, money going to the rebuilding of a 
cathedral, oaths.                                  

                                     $ 13,500.-  
 

Pièces concernant la Normandie, le Poitou, le 
Maine, la Franche-Comté, le Languedoc, le 
Quercy, la Saintonge, la Bretagne, etc. Bail d'un 
arpent sur le fief de Saint-Germain (1400). Vente 
de 27 chênes des forêts du duc d'Orléans (1401). 
Aveu de biens relevant de la seigneurie de 
Roncheville à Guy, seigneur de La Roche-Guyon 
et de Roncheville, conseiller et chambellan du 
Roi, 1402. Vente d'une pièce de terre par Jean 
Dumes de la paroisse de Saint-Sénier-de-Beuvron 
dans la vallée d'Auge (1403). Quittance de Jaque 
Blouet, dit Tristan, écuyer, d'une somme prise sur 
la boulaie de Demeuille appartenant au duc 
d'Orléans (1404). Arrangement entre le duc 
d'Alençon et le moustier de Fontaine-Daniel 
(1404). Vidimus de lettres royaux de Charles VI 
(1404). Contrat de mariage entre damoiselle 
Amédée Vieule, de la famille de Palaru, et Jean de 
Valencines, garde de la monnaie de Dauphiné, 

avec en dot la maison forte de Chamagnieu (1410). Quittance des généraux conseillers des aides en 
Languedoil et Languedoc à Jean Bernier, receveur des aides à Caen, d'une somme comptée au trésorier 
des guerres (1411). Testament de Bernard de La Garde (1412). Gages du gruyer du duc d'Orléans à Saint-
Porcien (1413). Quittance de dot donnée par Guillaume de La Fourest, seigneur de Pain et Ayre (1415). 
 
Attestation des paroissiens du Herlerault pour le fiel de Pristat (1435). Paiement de couvreurs par Gallot 
Bias, seigneur de Panasac, sénéchal de Toulouse et Albi (1440). Contrat de lods passé par Jean de 
Rocquefeuil pour la vente des droits seigneuriaux de Coumeiras (1451). 
 
Vidimus de lettres de Charles VII concernant le fief de Bois-le-Comte, dans la vicomté d'Arques (1453). 
Paiement pour la Reine du revenu du grenier à sel de Marcillargues (1460). Hommage à Jean d'Oinville, 
seigneur de Saint-Scismont (1461). Cédule du rapport du moulin de Constanmolin (1468). Serment de 
fidélité fait par les consuls de Fossat en faveur de Bernard de Serres (1473). Lettres de relief de Jean de 
Soissons pour le seigneur de Poix (1474). Quittance donnée par Jehan Lassanoure, procureur du chapitre 
de la cathédrale d'Évreux, de revenus du grenier à sel de Pont-Audemer, pour la réédification de la 
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cathédrale (1477). Transaction de partage, entre les frères Demier et Marie de Saint-Amand (Angoulême 
1481). Mandats de paiement en faveur du marcenier du puits de la saunerie de Salins (1487), sur la 
vicomté d'Orbec (1487). P.S. par Loys de Saint-Gelais (La Rochelle 1490), Guillaume de La Motte, 
lieutenant de Harfleur (1494). Vidimus (en 1633) du traité mariage de François de Haynin et Isabelle de 
Rosinbois (1499). Etc. 
 
 
A BOX FOR A BOOK OF HOURS  

 

6. [COFFRET]   A rare artifact from the Middle Ages. A box with a wooden core (beech wood?) 
covered with chased leather, decorated with foliage scrolls, sheathed in leather metal, wrought 
iron hasp lock. Around 1480. H: 7.5 cm, W: 13.5 cm, D: 18,5 cm, with loops on booths side for a 
shoulder strap. In an excellent state of preservation.  

$ 14,000.- 
  
 
 

 
The National Library of France has sixteen of them, which makes its collection the largest in the world. 
Eight other similar artefacts are kept at the Cluny Museum and at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts. Unlike 
others with dome-like lid or the much bigger ones (sometimes the size of a shoebox) this ‘coffret’ as they 
are called in French has the right size for a book.  
 
In a painting by Barthélemy d'Eyck, we see such a box , see: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aix_Annunciation,   with a leather strap surrounded by books. Our box, 
does not contain a contemporary-coloured woodcut, but a 17th century pasted paper design.  
Further reading: http://peccadille.net/2014/04/07/les-coffrets-a-estampe/ 
https://www.proantic.com/magazine/mysterieux-coffrets-estampes-au-temps-de-la-dame-a-la-
licorne/ 
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A RARE EARLY LETTER FROM CROATIA  

 

7. [CROATIA/ITALY - VENETIAN REPUBLIC]. 
Michiel dalla Balla, Lesina, to Andrea dalla 
Balla, Venice 10 September 1512.   1 pp. 22 x 16 
cm. Small marginal loss not affecting text and 
some very minor holes.   

$ 4,500. -  
 

Letter sent to Venice from "Lesina", now part of 
Croatia. The contents announce the safety of the 

writer and his family and give directions for letters to be sent by a ship bound from Venice to Corfu. The 
writer also requires urgent news of the price of wheat. An early and rare letter from the eastern Adriatic 
region.   Description on request. 

 
 

A PALEOGRAPHIC MYSTERY  

 

8. [INDULGENCE]. An Avignon Collective 
Indulgence of the 1330-1340s. On Vellum. 
49 x 67. 5 cm. Large initials, with S 
Stephanus with the symbols of his 
martyrdom (stones), Mary holding the 
Christ child, a martyr's palm and St 
Catherine with the wheel on which she 
was tortured.                 
                                                                 $ 9,500.-  
 
 
 
 

The text contains the following six lines:   
 
1 Universis sancte matris ecclesie. 2 filiis ad quos presentes littere pervenerint. Nos (from now on in 
pencil) miseracione divinia Guillelmus Antibarensis archiepiscopus, Franciscus ____ episcopus, Petrus 
Montimaranis.3 (In ink) episcopus Philippus Salonensis episcopus, (from now on in pencil)) 
Bartholomeus ________lensis episcopus, Galganus Aleriensis episcopus, Andreas Coronensis episcopus. 
4 episcopus, Johannes / S(plendor) (The S in colour again). 5 cipue be / in / 6. Z   
 
Avignon collective charters of indulgence were not granted by the Pope himself, as is sometimes 
suggested, but by a commission of archbishops and bishops. The Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 laid 
down decrees that limited the benefits of Episcopal indulgence to 40 days, and this led to the practice 
of multiple bishops granting indulgences collectively, with a single document, thus permitting a 
multiple of the maximum-allowed individual grant. Therefore, if a document names an archbishop and 
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nine other bishops, the document is ‘worth’ a collective total of 400 days’ indulgence (source Peter 

Kidd).  

 

There is considerable controversy about the authenticity of this document. However, the Austrian 

Academy of Sciences argues (after careful scientific analysis) that parts of it are genuine. They came to 

the conclusion that:  

1. The parchment is genuine and of south European origin.  

2. The seals, although there are only very modest remains, are genuine.  

3. The initial is genuine (although the green is over-painted) as well as the first line. (U)n(iversis), 

S(ancte), M(atris) und E(cc[esi]e). All pigments original (except the Dark Green), although all still in 

use.  

4. The vellum document is never written on.  

 

There is then the reasonable question as to why there would be seals present when seals were only 

normally affixed once the document was finished. This leads to the speculation if someone in the 19th 

century attached them and purposely damaged them, to make them appear genuine. However, the seal 

cords are genuine, and were never damaged.  

 

Peter Kidd suggests in his blog that there is no evidence of a forger was at work but "an amateur 

calligrapher and illuminator, or enthusiast of the Middle Ages”; also the Austria academy of Science 

thinks that the lines written in pencil are a 19th century addition. However, since the correct list of 

bishops in Avignon is mentioned (Guillelmus Antibarensis archiepiscopus Franciscus […] Petrus 

Montismarani episcopus … Philippus Salonensis episcopus Bartholomeus… Salgonus Aleriensis 

episcopus Andreas Coronensis episcopus) this at least supposes that our enthusiast had a copy in front 

of him, from which he copied the correct bishops in the fourteenth century, instead of being a mere 

imaginative creation.   

 

There are other questions that arise as to why the 

supposed embellisher (after all the effort of the 

beautiful initials) just wrote out half sentences. The 

retouches in a darker green are also puzzling–why 

would someone who paints them, later retouch 

them with another color? On the website 

Monasterium there is an example of a blank 

document with the seal attached, although not on 

a blank indulgence. The assumption that a 19th 

century calligrapher got hold of a piece of blank 

vellum, attached the seals and then started to 

decorate and write seems farfetched. Although 

unlikely, he may have found an already existing 

blank document (with seals) and then copied a now 

lost indulgence. But then why was retouching 

needed? What remains, then, is the curious set up 

of text.   
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It is our opinion that the document is genuine, or at least largely so. Regardless, it is a piece of 

considerable interest for medieval collective indulgences, 19th century antiquarianism, and for research 

purposes in paleographical forensic analysis.   
https://www.monasterium.net/mom/IlluminierteUrkunden/1330-1340-ca_unbekannt/charter?q=Philippus%20Salonensis 

 

 

 

13th CENTURY HISTORIATED INITIAL  

 

9. [INITIAL]  Saint Luke holding a scroll;  historiated initials 

on vellum from a Gradual, in Latin [Italy (perhaps Abruzzo) 

second half of the 13th century.  10 line initial. Not 

excised,  full leaf  51 x 36 cm. Quotes Psalm 103:  []laret 

faciem in oleo et panis cor hominis confirmat ; that he may 

make the face cheerful with oil: and that bread may 

strengthen man's heart.  

 $ 6,000.- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14TH CENTURY. TWO CISTERCIAN LAW CODEXIS. KINGDOM 

OF CASTILE. 

 

10. [LAW]  Libellus statutorum Cisterciensis ordinis 

[Libellus antiquarum definitionum] including the Carta 

caritatis posterior [Charter of Charity] and excerpts of 

the Clementina 1316/17 

And  Libellus statutorum Cisterciensis ordinis [Libellus 

antiquarum definitionum] including the Carta caritatis 

posterior [Charter of Charity] and excerpts of the 

Clementina 1350. Later leather binding (18th century), 103 

vellum leaves. Small 8vo. Condition varies. The text is 

sometimes faded but overall legible.                           

                                                                         $ 44,500.- 

 

 

 

Since the 13th century, the General Chapter of the Order met once each year at Citeaux under the 

presidency of the Abbot of Citeaux for the purpose that all abbots of the Order could meet on another. 

The purpose of the Chapter was to amend the statues, that govern the daily life of the community in 
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multiple aspects, from the provisions on the election of positions, the profession of novices, to the 

privileges granted by various pontiffs of the order, in addition to the economic regime of the monastery 

and its annexes.  

 

The decisions made by the General chapter applied to the entire Order, and a copy of the original text, 

was sent to every monastery. The variety of decisions, which were initially communicated as chapter 

minutes, had to be systematically sifted through every 20 years or so, summarised and the obsolete ones 

deleted in order to provide an overview of the regulations in force. In 1202, the Cistercians established 

the practice that the texts were always reedited as a whole and promulgated by the General Chapter. In 

this way, current authorised versions of the current religious law were repeatedly created, for example 

in 1220, 1237, 1257, 1289, 1316/17, 1339, 1350. 

 

Content:  f. 2 Tabula, mostly torn out, (an index leave) f. 3r-39r Libellus statutorum Cisterciensis ordinis 

[Libellus antiquarum definitionum] [Book of Old Definitions], including the Carta caritatis posterior 

[Charter of Charity] and excerpts of the Clementina, f. 40r-103v Libellus statutorum Cisterciensis ordinis 

[Libellus antiquarum definitionum] [Book of Old Definitions], including the Carta caritatis posterior 

[Charter of Charity] and excerpts of the Clementina 1350, incomplete (only up to Dist.XIV,II are 

preserved, parts of Dist. XIV,II and Dist. XIV,III-VI and Dist. XV,I-IV and decretum missing).  

First half and second third of the 14th century, Spain. The first hand is definitely Cistercian, the second 

text is written in a normal bookhand of his time, but was probably also Cistercian. This codex, unknown 

until now, can be added to the series that have been preserved today. the Libellus novellarum 

definitionum were published by Séjalon, Nomasticon Cisterciense, (1892), but the edition is not 

satisfactory. A new edition would require a census and study of all the extant codices that contain this 

codification. There are thus far about 18 manuscripts, but this preliminary list is not reliable. A similar 

copy (but originating in Germany), made 24.000 € hammer at auction in Austria.   A more detailed 

description is available upon request.  

 

Provenance:  

At the end of the 18th century the codex was already part of the monastery library Cistercian of Santa 

María de Monfero (A Coruña), where it entered by donation of one of its most illustrious monks, Fray 

Agustín Vázquez Varela (Novelúa, Lugo, 1722 - Solsona, 1794).  Vázquez Varela was a renowned liturgist 

and used the present manuscript to elaborate a monograph on the uses and rituals of the order: 

Apologetic illustration to the Cistercian Breviary, Missal and Ritual of the Congregation of Saint Bernard 

of the kingdoms of Castile (Madrid, 1783). 

 

 

GREEK SLAVES DURING OTTOMAN TIMES 

 

11. [LEVKAS] Letter in Latin,  1pp.  34 x 23 cm. Levkas, 1 January 1490. Andrea 

Mavroceno.  [Address] To the Most Reverend Father, in Christ, our lord Nicole Donato, by 

divine mercy Bishop of Nimes, our Most honourable Lord in Venice.  

$ 6,500.- 
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An important Renaissance letter from Levkas, pleading for justice 

for interference with his leasehold, and hoping the Bishop of 

Nimes in Venice can exert influence where local verdicts have had 

no effect. He emphasizes that this is a great problem for many 

when "livelihood is taken away by force and wrong. “ The letter 

was written during a great period of turmoil. Levkas was 

captured by the Ottoman admiral Gedik Ahmed Pasha in 1479, 

which subjected Greek subjects to excessive taxation as well as 

enslavement to Constantinople. The letter is rife with the 

injustices of Ottoman administration.    Translation upon request. 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH PALEOGRAPHY ARCHIVE. 1300-1588  

 

12. [OVER ALDERLEY] MSS on vellum.  1300- 1588. Over Alderley near Cheshire. A remarkable 

bundle of 14 documents, consisting of Original Charters and Letters of Testament, various sizes 

10 x 3 inches to 11 x 11 inches. Provenance. Phillips 1980s in old auction envelope, the charters 

are not a loose collection, but document a single estate (Over Alderley) and landownership 

from the middle ages to the Elizabethan period. A fine archive for study in an English 

paleography collection.  

$ 8,500.- 

 

Over Alderley is about six miles from 

Macclesfield. At the Conquest it was vested 

in Bigot, and passed to the Aldfords, his 

successors. About 1202, Sir J. Arderne 

married the heiress of Aldford, but the 

township continued in the Ardennes till the 

death of Sir John Arderne, about 1423, 

without male issue;  whose daughter and 

heiress married Thomas Stanley, Ebq. of 

Elford, in Staffordshire, second son of Sir 

John Stanley, Knight of the Garter, and Great 

uncle of John Stanley, to whom Over 

Alderley fell in marriage with the heiress of 

the Wevers.  

 

 

The reversion of the manor was sold by a grandson of Thomas Stanley, to Sir Wm. Stanley, of Holt, who 

was beheaded by Henry VII, when the estate was vested in the Crown. Henry VIII, afterwards granted it 

to Urian Brereton, Esq, groom of the Chamber to Anne Boleyn. He was decapitated for a supposed 

adulterous connection with his Royal Mistress. The manor was again seized by the Crown. 
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The documents comprise: a. 1300 Edward I,  b. 1325 Edward II,  c. 1328 Edward II (17th century transcript),   

d. 1345  Edward III, e. 1347/8. Edward III.  (17th century transcript).  f. 1353 Edward III (17th century 

transcript).  g. 1505 Henry VII,  h. 1580 Elizabeth (2), i. 1585 Elizabeth I,  j.1588 Elizabeth I,  k. Three 

charters in fine court hand from Edward III 1328, 1328  1349. 

The documents were apparently gathered, with a few 17th copies and statements of veracity by Thomas 

Birkhened and Henry Mybod in 1658. Most are held by their original corner string, though three have 

come loose. 

 

 

COLLECTION OF PAPAL DOCUMENTS. 14th-15th CENTURY 

 

13. [PAPAL BULLS]  

 

1. Oddone Colonna, Martin V (1368-1431) 

Martin V was the pope who effectively 

ended the Western schism 28 février anno 

1418. 33,5 x 51 cm, with lead seal.  

2. Gabriele Condulmer, Eugène IV (1383-

1447)  Rome à Saint-Pierre, anno 4 novembre 

1431 (1ère année de son pontificat). 26 x 49,5 

cm, with lead seal.  

3. Sixtus IV with seal but cut cord.  Anno 1477. Papal bull concerning de noble man Luis de Brito 

Portugal. Seal detached. 55 cm x 39 cm.  

$ 16,000.- 

 

Since it is not a collection that historically belongs together, individual pieces are available for purchase. 

 

 

PORTRAIT OF A SPANISH GENERAL WHO RAIDED THE ENGLISH 

COAST 

 

14. [PORTRAIT, MANUSCRIPT] Fernando (or Fernán) 

Sánchez de Tovar (d.1384) significant Castilian soldier and 

Admiral of the Middle Ages. and the admiral who 

conducted a raid  of unparalleled audacity on England in 

1380. Vellum, 30 x 20 cm., s.l. s.d., c .late 16th century. 

                                                                                       $ 3,500.- 

 

Likely made for a carta executoria, but given the upper marginal 

shape and pinholes,  the portrait could also have been intended 

to be hanging.  Fernando Sánchez de Tovar was the Adelantado 

Mayor of Pedro of Castile at the start of the First Castilian Civil 

War, but in 1366 he betrayed the King and delivered the city of 
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Calahorra to Pedro’s brother and enemy, Henry of Trastámara, (Henry II). “The fourteenth century 

furnished a number of interesting precedents for the days of the Spanish Armada.... Most of the 

contemporary English chroniclers represent these raids as a purely French affair, but there is little doubt 

that Castilian ships did the lion’s share of the work. The climax was reached in the spring of 1380 when 

the Castilian Admiral Fernan Sanchez de Tovar sailed up the Thames with twenty galleys, burned 

Gravesend, and penetrated almost to the city of London, “whither hostile ships had never attained 

before.” This raid was obviously regarded as a feat of unparalleled audacity at the time, and stands out 

in striking contrast to the fate of the Spanish Armada." 

[Ref: Merriman, Roger Bigelow Rise of the Spanish Empire, 1918] 

 

 

COMPILATION OF MIDDLE DUTCH TEXTS  

  

15. PRAYERBOOK of Ariaentgen van Muijlwyck.  Middle Dutch. South Holland, 15th century 

(ca. 1440)    80 x 120 mm; I + 172 + II leaves. Quires mostly of 8. Ruled in thin lines. Written space: 

f. 1-73: 47 x 80 mm (20 lines); f. 74-98: 48 x 76 mm (22 lines); f. 100-108: 49 x 88 mm (26 lines); f. 

109-172: 50 x 80 mm (20 lines). Written in three or four hands, littera textualis. Condition: 

intense use over years has left traces of use throughout the book. Binding brown calf over 

wooden boards, stamps. Spine over four raised bands (late 15th or 16th century). Some wear 

expertly restored. Original (or 16th century) fly-leaves and paste-downs.         

                                                                                                                               $ 77,000.- 
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Decoration 

Illuminated Initial (f. 1r); on f. 99v a drawing showing the crucifixion of a religious man (St Bernard?) on 

the left, a religious woman (a nun) on the right side. On banderole devotional texts that invite the 

believer to live a pious life; several initials with pen-work throughout the book. 

 

Importance 

Prayerbook with a rich variety of Middle Dutch Prayers, some of them belong to the best-known prayers, 

others are exceedingly rare. Very likely intended for female use. The first known owner is Ariaentgen 

van Muijlwyck, born at the border of Holland, Brabant and Guelders; she must have been a pious woman 

of lower nobility. 

 

Provenance 

1. A owner's stamp on verso first blank leaf and with owner's entry " Dit buck hoert toe Ariaentgen van 

Muijlwyck [This book belongs to Ariaentgen van Muijlwyck]. Ariaentgen Muijlwyck Hermans (ca. 1430 

in Gorinchem, died 9-11-1504), married in 1450 with Pieter Matthijsz van Muijlwijck (born 1425? in 

Altena, died 1485). He was a land owner and founded a stately house, named ‘de Steene Camer’ [a 

masonry residence] 2. On f. A stamp of Ludo Brusselman (20th century).3. Gerard Jaspers (Gouda, 20 

November 1932 – Aerdenhout, 20 April 2020). The book has an unbroken provenance for the last 150 

years.  

 

Texts 

1. f. 1r-66r  Hier beghinnet die souter van onser liever vrouwen Inc. Heer doe op minen mont, te loven 

dinen alren heilichsten onsprekeliken naem (Middle Dutch translation of Our Lady’s Psalter Psalterium 

maius beatae Mariae virginis)   2. f. 66r- 70rEen ghebet alsmen gaen wil ten heilighen sacrament Inc. O 

overste priester ende gewaer biscop heer Jhesu Christe die di selven offerdes gode dinen vader een reyn 

offer ... (Middle Dutch translation of Jean de Fécamp: Summe sacerdos et vere pontifex)   3. f. 70r-72r 

Een suverlic gebet an onsen heer Inc. Voer die voeten dijnre hoecheit leg ic gevallen ghenadighe heer, 

ic sondighe mensche. Al mijn ropen is genade ... (Prayer to Christ for mercy)   4. f. 72r-73v Merct dat die 

salige maghet Maria hevet vertelt dese seven bliscappen die hier volghen sinte Thomas van Cantellen 

berch. Inc. Verblide di maghet ende moeder Christi, want alleen hebstu verdient ... (Middle Dutch 

translation of Gaude flore virginale, attributed to St Thomas Becket, prose)   5. f. 73v Sinte Augustijn seit: 

Dies niet waerdich en is dat hi in desen leven castijt wort, die sal inder hellen ewelijc ghepijnt worden  

(Dictum attributed to Augustine)   6. f. 73v "Lichtelic versmaet hi alle dinc die altoos denct dat hi sterven 

sal" (Dictum attributed to Jerome)   7. f. 74r-77r ... die twe ende tseventich namen waer mede dat die 

moeder ons heren ghenoemt is vanden heilighen geest. Ende desen namen gaf Maria enen van haren 

sonderlinghen dienres als den biscop van Clavonien .. Inc. O Maria, onbevlecte maget ende moeder ons 

heren tot dijnre waerdicheit ende omdatstu mi ghenadelijc wilste laten scouwen dijn hoghe wesen voor 

mijnre doot ... (72 names of Mary)   8. f. 77r-80r Een goet gebet van onser liever vrouwen ende is 

ghehieten in latijn O intermerata Ende daer staet veel oflaet toe diet leest. Inc. O onbevlecte ende 

ewelijc ghebenedijt eenpaerlike ende sonderlinghe maget sinte Maria ...(Middle Dutch translation of O 

intemerata, in prose)   9. f. 80r-81r Dit ghebet wort sinte Barnaert vanden heiligen enghel ghegeven ... 

Inc. Ic gruet u deern der heiliger drievoudicheit. Ic gruet u bruut des heilighen gheests ... (Prayer 

attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux)   10. f. 81r-v Sinte Barnardus gebet Inc. Siet vrouwe, uwe onsalighe 

knecht verdervet van dorste ende van hongher uwer minnen ... (Prayer attributed to Bernard of 

Clairvaux)   11. f. 82r-86r Inc. O heylige Maria, mijn lieve vrouwe ewelike maghet der maechden, moeder 
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der hogester goedertierenheit ...(Prayer in front of a statue of Mary, indulgences granted by pope 

Innocent)   12. f. 86r-88r ... een oversoet ghebet dat die overheilighe leerre sinte Barnaerdus maecte totter 

herten Marien daer hi veel gracien mede vercreech Inc. Ic spreke tot dijnre herten ende aenbede dat als 

een heilich tempel gods ... 

(Middle Dutch translation of Eckbert von Schönau: Loquor ad cor tuum, o Maria) 

13. f.088r-089r Soe wie in genaden staet ende dit gebet innichlic leset die verdient VII jaer oflaets ende 

XL karinen. Inc. Die moeder gods vol rouwen stont screiende biden cruce daer haer lieve sone aenhenc 

.... (Middle Dutch translation of Stabat Mater, in prose; with indulgences)   14. f.089r-090r Inc. O du alre 

suetste heer Jhesu Criste doer die waerdicheit dijns heiligen lichaems, soe ghif mi, arme sonder dat dijn 

waerde heilige lichaem si mijn leste spise ...    (Prayer for Communion, attributed to Hugh of Saint Victor)   

15. 90r-95r Inc. O alre goedertierenste vrouwe heilige Maria, moeder des almachtighen gods een dochter 

des ewigen conincs, alre heilichste moeder, joncfrouwe voirder gheboorten, jonckfrouwe inder 

geboirten ende joncfrouwe nader geboorten ende moeder der wesen ..." (Middle Dutch translation of 

Obsecro te, in prose)    16. f. 95r-96r Inc. Deze gracie die hier na volghet is seer oorberlic ende goet Als 

wi verstaen hebben bi een exempel van eenre nonnen die was seer verghetel Mer dese bedinghe sprac 

si elkes dages mit innicheiden ...(Exemplum about a nun; related to the former prayer Obsecro te)   17. 

f. 96r-98v 

Dat eerste pater noster les tot sinen gebenediden monde ende sprec dese gebede ... Inc. O over 

goedertieren here Jhesu Criste, ic aenbede di ende benedie ende eer ende love dijn heylighe 

honichvloeyende lippen ...     (Prayer on the Pater noster)    

18. f.100r-104v Inc. West gegruet mijn salicheit, gegruet ... (Middle Dutch translation of Arnulf of Leuven: 

Salve meum salutare)   19. f.104v-107r ... sinte Augustijns gebet dat hi mitten engel makede die hem die 

heer sente Inc. O heer god almachtich du biste drievoudich ende enich in allen saken ...(Middle Dutch 

translation of a prayer to the Trinity from Meditationum liber unus, attributed to Augustine)  20. f. 107r-

108v Inc. O hoghe heerscap ende godlike volcomenheit hoe onbekent is die werelt dijn rijcheit ende die 

overswinge mogentheit dijnre macht ...  (Prayer to the Trinity, attributed to Augustine)   21. f. 108v Men 

sat soe wie dese groeten mit ynnicheit sijns herten leest ende mit gansen gelove alle dage, daer sel onse 

vrouwe toe comen eer hi stervet Inc. Ic gruet u Maria, een opgewassen lelie der reynicheit. Ic gruet u 

Maria, een fiole der waerre oetmoedicheit ...(Seven salutations to Mary)   22. f.109r-162r 

Inc. Want wi in die middel der stricken gheset sijn, so vercouden wi lichtelic vander hemelscher 

begheerten ... (Saint Augustine’s Handbook)   23. f. 162v-164v Van verduldiger gelatenheit Inc. 

Ghewarighe godlike oefeninge en selmen aen dien menschen nemmermeer sien daermen niet en vindt 

een overghegeven ghemoede alle dinc te liden dat op hem vallen mach ...    (On patient resignation)   24. 

f. 165r-166r ... een goede leeringe als een mensche leit op sijn versceiden Inc. Men vint ghescreven in 

Ancelmus boken dat men enen kersten mensche die in sijn versceiden leit die wil dat hi hem verweet 

...(Middle Dutch translation of Anselm of Canterbury: Admonitio morienti et de peccatis suis nimium 

formidanti)   25. f. 166r-172v... die commendacie als een mensche stervet Inc. Vaert voert, kersten siele, 

uut deser werelt inden naem des almachtighen vaders ... (Commendation for a dying person) 
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14TH CENTURY MEDIEVAL SERMONS  

 

16. [SERMONS] A late 14th 

century German manuscript 

volume of Lenten sermons, c 

1400. with additional material. 

The volume consists of 134 

foliated and three unfoliated 

paper leaves, 29 x 20cms. in a 

parchment binding, from which 

five metal bosses have been 

removed [1]. The text is written 

in two columns, and the four 

columns visible at each opening 

are identified with the lower-

case letters a, b, c and d [2]. 

Except folio 134, the text is 

rubricated, a process largely 

confined to initial capitals, biblical sources and the days of the week on which each sermon is 

to be delivered [3]. The watermark of an ox's head surmounted by a flower [4] resembles 

Briquet 14743 [5, 6, 7], an example of which has been identified from a manuscript at Würzburg 

dated 1403.  

$ 75,000.- 

 

A manuscript from the Benedictine abbey, located on the 

Petersberg in the center of the Thuringian capital Erfurt This 

monastery has had the honor of hosting German emperors and 

kings on several occasions due to its close ties to the nearby 

Palatinate on the Petersberg. As the catalogue needed to be 

published, we were not able to research the text. It is unclear 

whether the sermons are a more or less standard, or show a 

more individual hand by Kothewicz. Recently, unknown 

sermons by Augustine of Hippo were found in Erfurt. A 

Heinrich von Kottwitz is mentioned in the literature, Neues 

Archiv für sächsische Geschichte, Vol 16, 1895, p 222, who lived 

in the second half of the 14th century.  

 

Folios 1-30 Lenten sermons, signed Explicit per manus 

Heynrici Kothewicz Anno Domini Mo CCCCo primo 3a post 

Martini–completed by the hand of Heinrich Kothewicz in the 

year 1401 on the third [Sunday] after St Martin [27 Nov 1401] 

[8]. 31 blank, 32-115 Lenten sermons. 116-133 Lenten sermons of 

Jacobus de Varagine, marked incomplete 134 (reversed) single 
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leaf identified as de Sancto Vito unfoliated index, dated Anno Domini 1481 [9] The sequence of the 

volume's creation begins with three unbound and unfoliated groups of sermons, represented by folios 

1-133 and written within a decade of the element dated to 1401. In 1481, to enable the compilation of the 

index, foliation in Arabic numerals was applied to the recto of each leaf and the letters a, b, c and d to 

each column.  

 

It was probably at that date that the paper gatherings were bound into covers formed from wooden 

boards with a parchment cover. Folio 134 [10], which was mistakenly bound in reverse, probably dates 

from the time of the binding. The hand which added the folio numbers and the letters to each column 

inscribed column b of the opening folio liber sancti Petri in Erfordia C.l4 – the book of St Peter in Erfurt 

[number] 154 [11] At the same time the lower margin of the same folio was annotated Tria opera 

quadragesimalia quartum vero incompletum – three Lenten works, a fourth however incomplete [12]  

 

In the binding process, two fragments of text were used,  

1.letter reciting a letter of John [von Fleckenstein], bishop of Worms, to his official concerning a dispute 

with the dean and chapter of the monastery of St Cyriac at Neuhausen, which can be dated to his 

episcopate of 1410-1426 [13]  

2 Nine lines of rhyming couplets on the theme of hunting, probably a Minnesang Lied (German courtly 

love poem) [14]  

 

During the Thirty Years' War, Erfurt was occupied from 1631 by the  troops of Gustav II Adolf of Sweden. 

The following year, the monastery was dissolved and briefly converted into a protestant monastery in 

1633. The buildings were converted to secular use in 1803. Further damage took place in 1813 and 1814, 

and from 1820, the church was used as a store for flour and military provisions.  

 

Although nothing is known about the provenance of this manuscript, it seems likely that it left the 

monastery during one of these episodes of military activity. This preliminary description was made by 

Christopher Whittick, former County Archivist for East Sussex, Drs Susanne Brand and Jens Röhrkasten, 

Professor of Medieval History in the Department of History at the University of Birmingham.  

 

Contemporary binding (Parchment over Wooden Boards) Upper board is present but 

detached; bosses have been removed, the first numbered folio is loose, otherwise the binding is firm. 

Overall the condition is good, with much of it clean. There are small brown blotches / spots 

intermittently. Often only margins are affected. repairs / tears noted: paper repairs lower margins ff.6,7 

& 8; clean tear, no loss fol.6 (verso) last 10 lines; fol.112 with short clean tear, no loss in lower fore-margin; 

fol.116 small paper flaw lower fore-margin; ff.116 to end lower corners stain (clear of text) and more 

markedly from fol.128, i.e. lower margins towards fore-edge. Notes - appear contemp, fol.10 (verso) lower 

margin, 8 lines; fol. 67 (recto) upper margin, 8 words; fol.73 (recto) long note across lower margin, 11 

lines, approx. 90 words; fol.91 (recto) 12 word note in lower margin, fol.110 (recto) short note fore-margin; 

fol.112 (recto) extensive notes in gutter and lower margin (approx. 80 words); note - fol.133 (verso) ruled-

up and numbered but blank, the ink varies throughout, from brown to a darker black, fol.134 at end - no 

red ink, possibly not part of main text The first leaf (unfoliated) has 3 or 4 later pencilled marks in l.h. 

margin, also a 7 line contemp. note in lower margin; with a 7 word heavier heading in upper margin. 
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EXTREMELY RARE TRADING LETTER OF THE SILK ROAD  

 

17. [SILK ROAD] [MANUSCRIPT]  1 pp.  29 x 21 cm.  Alvize 

Malipero, Aleppo, to Ambrozio Maripero, Tripoli 23 

October 1484  [Address] For the worthy and noble master, 

Ambrozio Maripero, Tripoli.  [Endorsement] 1484 in 

Tripoli Received 27 October from Aleppo, from Signor A. 

Malipero  

$ 14,000.-  

 

The maripero, where an important family in Venice. The letter 

talks about shipments to Beirut, the shipments of Silk and the 

leasing of ships from Naxos. Late 15th century letters are due to 

their empheral nature, extremely rare. Translation upon 

request. 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS WOMEN IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE LOW 

COUNTRIES 

 

18. [WOMEN]   Miscellany with some 100 devotional 

texts, ca 1460-1480: prayers, cathegetic texts, examples, 

sermons, mystical texts, a vision, sayings by authorities, 

instructions for religious women.   113 x 80 mm; 145 

leaves. Quires mostly of 8. Not ruled (written on the 

chain lines). Written space: diverse, 23-34 lines. Written 

by three or four hands, littera hybrida. Condition: 

intense use over years has left traces throughout the 

book. Binding; contemporary vellum wallet binding w. 

brass clasp and catch. Kept in modern box w. hinging 

lid, sm. 8vo.                                                                                             

                                                               $75,500.- 

 

This is the richest collection of devotional/mystical texts for 

female use that we have seen ever. A central text for situating 

the collection in a convent is the long series of 'points' that 

describe the rules a sister has to follow in all kinds of matters: 

Item dit sijn summege goede op ghesette punten seere goet (f. 120r-124r). It starts with instructions for 

waking up and praising the Lord in the morning, followed by instructions that reflect the rule of a 

convent on topics like the daily life, relations between sisters and people in the world (only love of God 

is allowed, love for people (esp. men) is strictly prohibited, virtues and sins. This collection of ‘points’ is 



          MANUSCRIPTS BEFORE 1600 
 

 

20 

followed by texts on obedience, the crucial vow in a religious community. While these texts name and 

emphasize the rules for living in a community, the other texts offer help with spiritual life: for prayer, 

for spiritual support, for education, etc. The diversity is striking and covers all a sister needs for her 

spiritual life. 

  

A dozen of examples show how to live and how to prepare on death (e.g. f. 136v-137v: a short narrative 

about how to live in the hour of death, and about an abbot who entered purgatory). On four pages (110r-

11v) all the essential lists and prayers are summed up: 10 Commandments, 7 Deadly Sins, 6 sins against 

the Holy Ghost, 5 Senses, 7 Sacraments, 7 Gifts of the Holy Ghost, etc., Pater noster, Ave Maria). Some of 

the most popular prayers and hymns are present, like O 

Intemerata and Veni sancte spiritus (both in Middle Dutch 

translation). 

 

Some sermons and collations give a more thorough 

instruction. Two texts by the famous Medieval Observant 

Franciscan and preacher Jan Brugman, born in Kempen 

(1400) who passed away in Nijmegen (1473), emphasize 

the contemporary character of the collection. The first 

sermon is about the Eucharist (on 1 Cor. 11,24), the second 

about the Holy Sacrament (on Zechariah 20). Strikingly 

enough, these texts are followed by an example of an 

Observant Franciscan on his death bed. One is inclined to 

think that this is related to the death of Brugman, which 

can be dated around the completion of this manuscript. 

 

 

A contemporary of Brugman and from the same region is Jacobus van Gruitrode, a Carthusian from 

Roermond. He lived from ca. 1400 - 12 February 1475. In this collection, we find translations from his 

dialogues of the sinner with Jesus (49v- 54v) and of the sinner with Mary (54v-58r,) devotional texts 

related to mysticism. 

 

Remarkable, and telling for the individual sister who made use of this book, are some texts with 

descriptions of Paradise (e.g. f. 58v-65v) and a visionary voyage of Petrissa to Paradise (f. 66r- 70v), and 

even more the mystical texts in this miscellany. Two texts of the German mystic Mechteld of Hackeborn 

(1241 or 1242-1299), a prayer to Mary (99r-101r) and her fifth collation on Jesus (112r-115r) and are among 

the most demanding in this collection. Extremely rare is a (until now unidentified) saying by the 

Brabant mystic Jan van Ruusbroec (140v). Other short texts worth mentioning are a ‘Eight points on 

Holy Water’ (f. 73v-74r) and some mnemonic poems (e.g. f. 119r). Although we do not know in which 

monastery it functioned, it gives a rich and interesting picture of the spiritual culture of religious women 

in the eastern part of the Low Countries around 1475. A detailed description is available upon request. 

  

Provenance: 

Anthonius Scheymans. In 1760, in use by Anthonius Scheymans (f. 1: ‘Memoriael voor Anthonius 

Scheymans heeft dit boeck geleent in dit jaer 1760, 11 martius’) In 1761 owned by Peter Reynen.   (f. 1: 

‘Peter Reynen behoort diet boek toe ... 1761’) Other names of owners: Gerardus Renette. Mathijs Colen 
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(1762), (f. 1r ‘Memoriael voor Mathijs Colen ... 1462, (Theodorus Colen (1782, (f. 1: ‘Thodorus Colen heft 

dit boeck gelent int jaer 1782’), Last owner: G.J. Jaspers (Gouda, 20 November 1932–Aerdenhout, 20 April 

2020). 

 

Literature:  

Maria Sherwood-Smith & Patricia Stoop, Repertorium van Middelnederlandse preken in handschriften 

tot en met 1550 = Repertorium of Middle Dutch sermons preserved in manuscripts from before 1550. 

Leuven: Peeters 2008. Dl. IV, p. 1-2.  
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A LOST 17
TH

 CENTURY TURKISH BIBLE TRANSLATION 

 

19. [BIBLIA TURCICA - NT - Actus, Epistulae, Apocalypsis]. Turkish translation of the New 

Testament. Secretarial manuscript with Ali Ufki Bey’s autograph annotations. Constantinople, 

1665.  4to (160 x 214 mm). (80), (4 blank), (32), (4 blank), (19), (1 blank), (13), (1 blank), (81), (1 

blank) leaves. Contemporary full calf with cover borders ruled in gilt.        

         $ 85,000.- 

  

The realisation of the project to translate the Bible into Turkish is stuff for a novel. An international 

master plan was conjured up to convert the Turks to Christianity, overthrow the Habsburgs, and bring 

about universal peace before the second coming of Christ. An idea devised by a world-renowned 

scholar, financed by a Dutch arms dealer and executed by a Christian, kidnapped at age 18, who became 

the Sultan’s confidant. 

 

John Amos Comenius, the famous Czech educational reformer and religious leader, believed that the 

end of the world was near and one of its signs would be that Muslims converted to Christianity. For that 

to happen, the word of God needed to be translated into Turkish. The Turks, once converted, would 

then crush the Habsburgs, which was but a step on the way, to fulfil the prophecies about the second 

coming of Christ. 

 

In the spring of 1658, Comenius commissioned Levinus Warner (1618–1665), a German-born Orientalist 

and the Dutch envoy in Constantinople, to take care of a Turkish Bible translation, intended to be 

printed in Leiden the next year. The immensely wealthy Dutch arms dealer Laurens De Geer was the 

man behind the scenes who financed the project. Warner, being unsure of his language skills, 
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outsourced the project to a Jew, Yahya bin Ishak, an individual that is only known by his name. His Bible 

translation was proof read by Jacob Golius, a professor in Arabic at the University of Leiden in 

Netherlands and subsequently rejected.  

 

Comenius still fired by Messianic expectation, ordered then another Bible translation. This time, they 

found the right person for the job. A Pole from the Ukraine. Bobovi (Bowowski) but better known by his 

Turk Ali Bey, was born in 1610 and at a young age kidnapped by Tartars and sold on to the Turks. Being 

a bright boy, they educated him in the palace school of the sultan in Istanbul. The Sultan nicknamed 

him Ufki, which means wide horizons or quick-witted. Skilled as a musician, he became the official 

music teacher of the court. As a musician and a polyglot, he versified the first 14 Psalms in Turkish, 

enabling them to be sung to their proper Genevan melodies. Listen to Ali Ufki Psalms on YouTube. 

 

Ali Bey while secretly contemplating to reconvert to Christianity completed his task in December 1664; 

While Comenius and the other members of his group are excited, controversy breaks out about the 

quality of Ali Bey's translation. Although his style is much better than Haki’s word-for-word translation, 

his spelling is inconsistent and the sentence structure stays to close to the Turkish language. So, says 

Şahin, an Armenian copyist of Oriental manuscripts at Leiden University. The accusation is, that Ali Bey 

delved too much into Islamic culture to find equivalents for biblical names. When Warner died in 1665 

and the Geer in 1666, the money stream dries up. And with the death of the grand-master in 1670 the 

dream is finally over. It took until the early 19th century for a Turkish Bible to be printed.  

 

Our copy: 

Still a few translations survive. Ali Bey produced a few fair copies that were sent to Golius to the Leiden 

University Library. In 1888, the Leiden Library discovered the missing New Testament (Cod. Or. 3100), 

or at least a part of it, in the hand of one of Ali’s secretaries, with interlinear and marginal corrections 

by Ali Bey himself. One part, however, remained lost. That is, until now.  

 

The present volume comprises of the missing parts of this New Testament copy, Acts, Romans, 

Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude, and Revelation. Also written 

under Ali Bey’s direction and copied from his personal draft, with his marginalia and corrections.  

 

Provenance: 

The manuscript carries the signature of Johann Friedrich Winckler (1679-1738), professor of theology in 

Hamburg. Subsequently, it was owned by Nicolaus Wilhelm Schroeder (1721-1798), professor of Oriental 

languages in Groningen. See Schroeder’s auction catalog Pars altera bibliothecae Schroederianae from 

1834, p. 6 No. 24. It emerged in the sixties in a bookshop in Utrecht and was bought by the previous 

owner, a Dutch theologian who sold it to us.  

 

Scientific interest: 

Bobowski’s Bible has not yet seen its full critical edition. Researchers emphasize the exceptional value 

of the work because Ali Ufki attempted to write the text to make it speak to Muslim Turks. That same 

intention is also visible in his translations of the Psalms mentioned above.  

 

It is unknown what language it was that Ali Ufki translated the Bible from. A study of Ali Bey’s spellings 

of proper names, e.g. Petro, Se’mun, Filipo, Pilato, could reveal much about his connections with 
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Christian tradition. Several of these are Italian spellings and suggest a Catholic connection. That Ali Bey 

refers to John the Baptist as Yuhanna Ma’madant, a Christian construction of John’s name in Arabic, 

suggests that he was in contact with the Oriental churches also, perhaps the Syrian Orthodox Church. 

(Privratsky, 2014: 19-20). 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPT FOR FRENCH 17th CENTURY DIPLOMACY WITH THE ARMS OF HENRI-

AUGUSTE DE LOMENIE DE BRIENNE  

 

20. [BRIENNE ARCHIVE] MS. on paper.  In French: 

“Various memoirs and arrets affecting the 

parliaments of Paris, Toulouse, Rouen, Bordeaux, 

Dijon, Metz” (trans from French). FOLIO.  128 

lvs.  full calf and gilt,  hinges with wear and  joint 

starting and tender, gilt coat of arms in the centre 

of the covers, red edges; binding.   

 

$ 3,500.- 

 

This is an important manuscript from the famed 

Brienne manuscript archive, created to provide a 

foundation for French diplomacy in the 17th 

century.  Provenance: Copy with the Arms of Henri-

Auguste De Lomenie De Brienne, secretary of state for 

the navy from 1615 to February 1643, and then secretary 

of state for foreign affairs from 1643 to 1663 under 

Mazarin during the minority of Louis XI  

 

This manuscript is especially important as a collection of some fifty transcriptions of official documents 

concerning parliaments. It covers the then exiled  Parliament of Metz (p. 62 to 127) which was dissolved 

and incorporated into France by the  Treaty of Westphalia (1648), helping to create the modern French 

state.  Ten other parliaments in the kingdom of France are discussed as well including: Paris (p.1 to 6), 

Toulouse (p. 7 to 10), Rouen (o. 11 to 18), Bordeaux (p. 19 to 25) and Dijon (p. 26 to 61).  

 

The volume comes from the famous Brienne archive (once a massive 358 manuscript volumes). Brienne 

“conceived the idea of bringing together in a methodical and uniform collection the most useful 

documents for public figures who wanted to study either foreign affairs or the internal administration 

of the kingdom.  The collection was envisioned as a pedagogical tool for his son, Henri-Auguste (the 

future Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs])" 

 

An invaluable tool for providing a foundation for French diplomacy.  The papers were seen as so 

important to the state that Richelieu forced the younger Brienne to sell them back to him in 1638 for 

36,000 pounds. Ref: Soll ·. Jacob. The Information Master: Jean-Baptiste Colbert's Secret State. 2011. p. 

103] 
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THE FIRST LAND PURCHASED BY THE CITY OF NEW YORK IN BROOKLYN  

 

21. [BROOKLYN DEED] Deed from William Morris and wife to the Corporation of New-York. 

Signed by William and Rebecca Morris. 12th of October, 1694.    Drafted and signed by Ebenezer 

Wilsor. later Mayor of New York City. Verso signed additionally by William Pinhorne, the 

American colonial politician and jurist.     Approx. 61 x 54 cm, on vellum with two red seals. 

Folded, few small tears to folds with negligible loss. 

$ 12,500.- 

 

[Incipit] This indenture, made the twelfth day 

of October, in the sixth year of the reign of our 

Sovereign Lord and Lady, William and Mary, 

by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, 

France, and Ireland, King and Queen, 

defenders of the faith, and in the year of our 

Lord one thousand six hundred and ninety-

four, between William Morris, now of the 

ferry, in the bounds of the town of Breucklen, 

in Kings county, on Long Island, gentleman, 

and Rebecca his wife, of the one part, and the 

Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, of the 

City of New York. 

 

 

After the capture of New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1664, a municipal government was formed, the 

Corporation of New York. Across the water was Brooklyn, or as it was then called Breukelen, an 

independent, rival city on its own.  

 

In 1694 the New York municipality, made their first substantial purchase of land on the Brooklyn side. 

This is the original deed of that purchase, called by Henry Evelyn Pierrepont (1808-188) “the foundation 

of the claim of the City of New York to their land in Brooklyn.” The site was then known as “Brookland 

Ferry”, the place where George Washington escaped with his troops after the Battle of Long Island. It 

adopted its modern name, Fulton Ferry, when in 1814, Robert Fulton established the first steam ferry 

route connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn- which played such a major role in their shared history and 

evolution.  

 

Two copies of the deed were most likely made and this appears to be the deed retained by the Morris 

family and heirs, with an early note indicating that it was also “Recorded in the Office of the Town of 

Clerk of City of New York in the Book of Grants” A footnote in Pierrepont's book Historical Sketch of the 

Fulton Ferry: And Its Associated Ferries says that the City retained a copy at the Office of the Comptroller, 

possibly until 1910, when a proposal was issued to transfer such documents to the New York State 

Library; it is not clear if it survived the famous archive fire of 1911.  

 

[Ref: Pierrepont, Henry Evelyn, Historical Sketch of the Fulton Ferry: And Its Associated. 1879. See p. 16-

23] 
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THE MOST CURIOUS CALLIGRAPHY MANUAL WE HAVE EVER SEEN 

 

22. [CALLIGRAPHY EXERCISES] 

Oblong 8vo, (230 x 170 mm) limp 

vellum (detached), dated 1634.   

Edges frayed.  11 pages of 

calligraphy with coloured 

drawings, a knight in armour, birds, 

a pierced heart, fable creatures, a 

man sticking out his tongue seems 

to hang himself with a calligraphy 

rope. Perhaps meant as a ridicule. 

There is no way to tell if this 

manuscript is complete. The text 

ends with a curious colophon, 

which seems to be a mere shopping 

list.  

$ 2,250.- 

 

Laus Deo, adij, 5 et Juin 1643, en Liege. Sr Anthoine van Rosendal, mon bon amij, salut. Je vous prie 

m’enuoijer (avec le premier battelier) cent stiers de froment, et deux cens stiers wassend,  sur tout, [?] 

ce son belle et bonne marchandise, en me mandant le plus iuste pris. Ce qu’attendant, au le payijement 

prest, je finiraij, en me disant, Monsieur votre[?] bonne amie. 

 

 

ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT ON VELLUM 

 

23. CARTA EXECUTORIA of Don Diego 

YBANEZ and family  issued by Philip V of Spain, 

in Spanish, , [Santa Coloma, Catalonia 31 

December   1730]. 30 x 20 cm   81 leaves.  2 full 

page miniatures and one portrait, 5 line 

illuminate initials throughout. Full red velvet 

binding and brash clasps, some rubbing and 

wear, text block starting to detach.   A fine 

example of a carta executorial from 18th-century 

Spain   

$ 4,000.- 
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SATIRIZING THE FRANCISCAN ORDER 

 

24. CHIESA, Sebastiano.  Capitolo fratesco composto dal Padre Tisabesano Sechia 

Accademico Lepido Regianno. Small quarto. N.d. N.p Italy. Quarto. Probably end of 17th century.   

                                         

                € $ 2,500.-  

 

An unpublished burlesque poem satirizing the Franciscan order, that was apparently very popular at 

the end of the seventeenth and early eighteenth century. With lively satirical anecdotes, sometimes 

trivial, describing the daily life of a community of friars, with violent "attacks" on religious orders. The 

curious story attached to it, is that the Jesuit friar, lent it to a friend, (on condition of its being returned 

the following day,) who, by employing numerous copyists, obtained a transcript in one night. From that 

manuscript, so surreptitiously obtained, this and other copies have been made, and the circulation, 

though but in MS., caused Chiesa considerable trouble. This is no doubt a myth.  

  

Penn university (Ms. Codex 347 Capitolo de Frati) has a copy, but only one with 8 cantos. The Kenneth 

Spencer research library has another manuscript, like ours, with the full 16 cantos (Ms. Codex C211). The 

manuscript we are offering however has a preface, in which we are given further information about the 

original manuscript. We are for instance told that there was a chapter in entitled “La verità delle 

Monache” (The Truth of the Nuns), which was suppressed by the author.  Probably because it was too 

obscene. A delightful manuscript, worth of further study.  

  

 

                                                                                                   AN UNPUBLISHED MORAL SATIRE  

 

25.  [COMEDY OF MANNERS]   La Zannata o vero 

Il Bagolino fatto apparire sostituto regio. Scherzo 

morale composto dai Figliuoli di Gio: Lodovico 

Casotti, e dedicato al [...] Ill.ma Sig.a Caterina 

Giovanna figliuola dell'Ill.mo Sig: Giuseppe Maria 

Frescobaldi. 1603. Coat of arms of the Casotti 

family on the inside cover. Large 8vo, 25 leaves plus 

a number of blanks. Later limp vellum binding (?)                                      

                                           $ 1,750.-  

 

An unpublished manuscript. Frontispiece written in 

brown and red ink and text in the same seventeenth-

century hand. In the beginning and at the end two 

pretty pen drawings were made. After card 20, 3 cards 

were removed, but there are no leaps in the narration. 

Text written in dialogue form. The Frescobaldi and (to 

a lesser degree) the Casotti, where prominent noble 

families, which fate was intertwined with the political, 

sociological, and economic history of Tuscany 
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AN EARLY 18
TH

 CENTURY COMMONPLACE BOOK 

 

26. [COMMONPLACE BOOK]   Collection de différentes choses, 1733.  8vo (190 x 130 mm), 

contemporary vellum, 131-[8] pp. with an index of 8 pp. in the end.  

$ 950.- 

 

Collection of a wide variety of subjects, miscellaneous (literature, history, science): songs, epigrams, 

epitaphs, fables, jokes, health advice, etc. 

 

 

BOUND FOR LOUIS XIV 

 

27. CROIX, Édouard de La (1640-1704) 

MANUSCRIPT ON PAPER.  "Histoire des guerres 

des Turcs Contre la Pologne, la Moscovie, -- 

l'Allemagne, -- et La Republique de Venise Tome 

I".    4to. 22.5 x 16.7 cm., [13], 470 pages.   Repairs 

to a couple tears on first two leaves, lightly 

soiled. Late seventeenth century maroon 

morocco, spine in compartments with five 

raised bands and tooled and lettered in gilt, all 

edges gilt, arms of Louis XIV on covers, possibly 

expertly re-backed with the spine laid down, 

renewed at the corners and head- and tail-caps, 

couple pages including with hairline tears 

repaired, signed by the presumed scribe three 

times. The Tome I to spine indicates the 

manuscript was likely unfinished rather than 

incomplete. 

                                                                                    $ 6,000.-  

 

The present work by Sieur de La Croix was eventually published in a revised from Paris in 1689, but this 

scribal manuscript precedes the publication. There is are notable difference between the manuscript 

and the final published text, including revisions that removed the accounts of German and Venetian 

conflicts and replaced those with events of war between the Turks and Hungary. 

 

The authorial copy of the present manuscript appears to be held at the BnF (Français 6094), which 

includes a dedicatory epistle to Louis XIV dated 26 March 1682. It is a reasonable presumption that the 

present manuscript was written shortly thereafter for the use in the library of Louis XIV, The 

handwriting of this manuscript appears to match the hand of another manuscript sold at Christie in 

2017: 'Le Serail des Empereurs othomans', [c.1670s-80s],  The 1680s was a pivotal time in French-

Ottoman relations. Louis refused to participate in the Holy League, a coalition of European powers 

against the Ottomans, adopting a position of neutrality. 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION 

 

28. [FORTIFICATION] TRATADO de fortificación regular, iregular y de campaña with nuevos 

ideas de fortificar las trincheras. 18th century. Contemporary vellum. In 8vo (194 x 150 mm). [216] 

papers (written 212) and 13 + [3] tables.                      

                                                                                   $ 2,250.-  

 

Spanish manuscript about military architecture, written in beautiful legible script and illustrated by 13 

tables with large fortifications (some colored) and 3 unnumbered tables with smaller drawings. The 

work is divided into four parts : "De la Fortificacion", "De la Fortificacion irregular", "De la fortificaz. 

efectiva sobre el terreno” and finally" De la Fortificacion de Campaña ". The text quotes Padua, Pesaro, 

Turin, Verona, Urbino, Venice, Bergamo, Bologna, Florence, Mantua, Milan, Parma, Genoa, Naples and 

Palermo. 

 

 

INDIAN BAPTISM MANUSCRIPT IN A MEXICAN 

WALLET BINDING  

 

29. [INDIAN CONVERSIONS] Record of Indian 

Baptisms/ Conversions. Tepeapulco [Mexico] 1787-

1894; approx. 5 per page (i.e. 1000 baptism),  30 x 21 

cm.,  102 lvs. (i.e. 204 pp). each entry signed and 

affirmed by the priest. D. Joseph Marcos del Burgo. 

Attractive hide wallet binding with string ties.  

 

$ 7,500. -  

 

A fine 18th century manuscript of baptisms that also 

serves as a population registry.  When the Spaniards 

arrived in Mexico, the cult of Huitzilopochtli, the Aztec 

war god, held sway in Tepeapulco as a frontier province 

of the Aztec Empire. Franciscan missionaries arrived in 

1527, led by Father Toribio Motolinia, one of the original 

Franciscan Twelve. At the date of this manuscript,  the 

government of New Spain was reorganized Apa y 

Tepeapulco  as a subdelegacion retaining its old 

boundaries.  

 

Conversion through baptism continued to be a massive undertaking in the 18th century: the spine label 

bears witness that this manuscript was merely No. 19 (even with a thousand baptisms contained in it) 

from a presumed immense run, albeit such manuscripts are rare survivors in commerce.  
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MANUSCRIPT COOK BOOK 

 

30.  KOCH BUCH.   Cook book in German 

on paper. Austria, late 18th century, 8vo, 168 

pp, [4] Contemporary (?) marble binding. 

Not a copy after an existing work.                  

$ 2,450.-  

 

Carefully written cookbook on blue paper. 

Arranged as follows: meat soups; Barley soups; 

Green-food; Beef; sausages; chicken dishes, 

poultry dishes, intestine receipts, egg dishes; 

pasta dishes, fish and crab, fruits, pastries, 

pies, confectionery. 

 

 

17
TH

 CENTURY MODEL BOOK FOR LACE 

  

31. [LACE PATTERNS] various designs. S.l. [around 1688-1701].   In-4 (31 x 22 cm), oblong, half-

morocco, marbled boards. (English binding of the 19th century). Original paper covers kept with 

label 1699.   55 designs on 50 leaves. A portion of one frame is missing, some staining to the 

margins. 

  

Rare collection from the end of the 17th century. Fifty manuscript patterns on printed red grid 

paper (one-fold-out). Five smaller pattern designs are pasted to the back of the first two 

leaves.  Manuscript pattern books due to the ephemeral nature are rare, early ones like this with 

17th century specimen are hardly ever found. Patterns of fruits, animals, geometrical designs. 

                                                                                                                               

    $ 4,750.-  

  

Signature of Anna Catharina von Knoll, dated 

1707, on the back of the title. This name is 

absent from Arthur Lotz's repertoire, 

Bibliographie der Modelbücher. However 

further provenance is known, S H lilla 

hailstone = Sarah Harrietta Lilla Hailstone, 

signed in pencil on the inside cover.  She was 

an expert on lace and needlework and wrote 

several books and catalogues on this subject.  
 

When her husband, Edward Hailstone, died 

in 1890 his famous library and also her 

collection of books came up to auction. This 

copy was probably no 1195. (See Catalogue of 
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the first portion of the ... library of the late Edward Hailstone, Esq. F.S.A. of Walton Hall, Wakefield 

etc.       Which will be sold by auction, by Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge ... on ... 4th of February, 

1891 etc.).  Leather Ex-libris of Edward Hailstone removed (probably when the book came up for auction. 
 

 

A RARE MANUSCRIPT LIST OF 150 ENGLISH PLAYS  

 

32. LANGBAINE, Gerard.    The lives and characters of the English dramatick poets. Also, an 

exact account of all the plays that were ever yet printed in the English tongue; their double 

titles, the places where acted, the dates when printed, and the persons to whom dedicated; with 

remarks and observations on most of the said plays. First begun by Mr. Langbain, improv’d and 

continued down to this time, by a careful hand. London : printed for Tho. Leigh at the Peacock 

against St. Dunstan’s-Church, and William Turner at the White Horse, without Temple-Bar, 

[1699]    8vo.,  19 x 11 cm. [15 leaves], only lacking first blank, 150, *151-*152, 151 -182, [24] p. ; 18th 

century calf, spine worn, hinges tender, partially effaced ex-libris of Richard Jenkins, Esq. 
 

$ 6,000. - 

The work includes bio-bibliographies of Aphra Behn and Mar, Pix, Dekker, and Shakespeare (with a 

marginal note calculating his birth).  One entry touches upon the Davenport-Shakespeare scandal. "Sir 

William D'Avenant, the son of John D'Avenant, vintner of Oxford, in that very house that has now the sign 

of the Crown near Carfax; a house much frequented by Shakespear in his frequent journeys to Warwickshire; 

whither for the beautiful mistress of the house, or the good wine, I shall not determine."  

 

Important is the 5 1/2 pages in manuscript on endpapers and paste-downs listing 150, 17th and early 18th 

century English plays including such titles as The Island Princess, by John Fletcher, and Mary 

Pix's  Lucky Younger Brother. We have not extensively researched the list and do not know if it consists 

of unknown plays. MS lists of plays are exceedingly rare. The Folger keeps a copy of a list recorded by 

book collector Abraham Hill (1635-1721) that mentions only 52.   
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ILLUSTRATED MANUSCRIPT BOOK OF SECRETS  

 

33. [Manuscript]  s.n.,. s.d., by likely France c. 1700-1750    Small 4to.,  Approx. 17 x 12 cm. 348 pp 

+ table with more than 50 finely executed drawings and descriptions of alchemy, machines 

(especially hydraulics), and other secrets, remedies, and curiosities. 

                                                                      $ 8,500.-  

 

Interesting examples include a self- watering vase, alchemical sacred geometry such as the stellated 

octahedron- the intersection of two perfect pyramids, forming a three-dimensional hexagram (six-

sided) star, inventive machinery including hydraulic machines, machines for quarrying marble, water 

purification, raising water, acoustic augmentation machines, pocket watch movement regulation, use 

of the compass, magic lanterns, a hydraulic singing bird machine etc. 

 

The author is anonymous and the book appears to be unpublished, though perhaps its fine execution 

and organization indicate an intent to publish. Binding: 18th century mottled vellum. slightly bowed, 

some slight splitting to upper hinge front boards.  

 

 

OF THE ATTACK AND THE DEFENSE OF THE PLACES  

 

34. [MILITARY] 17th century military manuscript, large folio (42 x 28.5 

cm) 90 leaves with numerous drawings (notably of redoubts and 

fortifications). Bound in contemporary vellum. Doodles on the fly 

leaf.  Divided in different parts, "Treaty of Fortification", "Treaty of 

canon "," How to draw up the plan of a place ","Arithmetic 

","construction of a fort", "Of the Geography ", "Of the attack and the 
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defense of the places"," The exercise of the musket"," the exercise of the pike "," the orders of the 

cavalry "  Some tears and loose leaves.     

                                                                                                                      $ 2,300.- 

 

 

USE OF CANNONS ON THE BATTLEFIELD 

 

35. [MILITARY] Instructions pour l’exercice des pièces de campagne des trois calibres avec la 

manière de charger. Contemporary cardboard binding, spine missing. Large 8vo (200 mm x 155 

mm), 235 pp. End of the 17th century. 

$ 1,200.- 

 

Chapters include : Instruction a l’exercice du canon de Bataille, Service des Pieces, Maniere d’atteler les 

Canonniers, Positions et fonctions des Canonniers, etc.  

 

 

26   SPECIMENS OF  MILITARY  MAIL 

 

36.  [MILITARY MAIL ARCHIVE]  A small archive 

of 26 specimens of Military Mail from 1789 through 

WWI,  all loosely mounted on separate white card 

stock in plastic.   The collection is entitled: "The 

SAGA OF MILITARY MAIL"   The cancellations 

include the rare  "Fleur De Lis" of France, the 

Napoleonic Conquest of Chambray, sea and 

overland mail cancellations from India to England 

during the Conquest of India, as well as 

cancellations from the Crimean War.  

 

Additionally, there is the first modern stationary 

minted and cancelled for the use of British forces in 

India, as well as covers and post cards from WWI 

Prisoners of War from Russian,  Belgium, France, 

Holland and the United States.      

                                                                                

                                     $ 1,800.- 

 

Overall, a fascinating collection documenting specimens of the historical evolution of the organization 

and distribution of mail in the theatre of war. 
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UNPUBLISHED OCCULT MANUSCRIPT  

 

37. [OCCULT] Manuscript on paper, Germany., 1653-1720.  16 

x 9.5 cm.m, . approx 220  pp.   Limp vellum, soiled with minor 

losses; text block bulging in center.       
 

                                             $ 6,500.-  
 

A fascinating manuscript with three treatises on logic, palmistry, 

and metoposcopy written by an anonymous author in Latin and 

German. All parts appear to be unpublished and the author 

remains anonymous.  The last part of the manuscript in a later 

hand lists church festivals from 1743-1816, 

which may provide some localization 

with closer study.  

 

The manuscript begins with a treatise on 

Aristotelian logic in Latin on Division of 

the mind's operations: Praxis logica ex ea secundum tres mentis operationis 

instituta. The treatise contains many scientific questions and includes the 

dates of eclipses in 1572, 1607, 1618, 1653, as well as the circumference of the 

earth.  It is followed by an illustrated treatise of chiromancy,  Tractatus 

Chiromanticus, in German with numerous  drawings of hands.  The third work, 

also in German,  is on Metoscopia  - in which the diviner predicts personality, 

character, and destiny, based on the pattern of lines on the subject's forehead - 

with curious drawings of faces. Numerous pages make mention of Satan. 

 

 

PHARMACEUTICAL COMPENDIUM  

 

38. [PHARMACEUTICAL] Manuscript from the second 

half (?) of the 18th century, in-12, approx..  800 pages. Bound 

in ivory vellum, brown stain on the front cover, worn 

corners, a few stains inside the volume. In a small, fine but 

legible handwriting, densely written, even the margined 

are used. A working manuscript, with partly passages 

copied out of other books.  Mainly in Latin but with 

passages in French. 

$ 1,500. -  

 

Collection of texts on various subjects:   1/ - Virtues of Purgative 

Remedies. 2 De Plantis alterantibus...in alphabetical orde 3/ - De 

febribus,  4/ - [Ailments], rheumatism, intermittent fevers, 
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headaches, stomach, teeth and gums,  breasts, thorax, heart, asthma, intestines, menses, liver, etc. 5/ - 

Affections of the kidneys and the bladder, colic, female affections, 6/ - [Potions] 

 

 

MAGNIFICENT POCKET QUR'AN  

 

39. QUR'AN,   18TH century Manuscript on paper. 

1214; i.e. 1799.,   11.,5 x 7 cm., 179 lvs.  with 21ll. of 

black naskh within black and gold ruling, gold 

verse markers, sura headings in blue and gold, 

double page opening illumination in blue and gold 

with polychrome floral arabesques, a couple pages 

with blemishes or rubbed .  Beautiful inlaid textile 

binding over leather.  

$ 15,000.-  

 

A magnificent pocket Qur'an in which the calligrapher 

has displayed considerable virtuosity.  The small size 

indicates it was unlikely to be read but possibly carried 

as a talisman or on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECTACULARY FULLY ILLUSTRATE. FIREWORKS 

MANUSCRIPT 

 

40. RÄBEL, Andreas. "Kunst Buch von allerhandt rahren 

undt schönen inventionen so wohl in der Feuerwerckerey 

Kunst als auch in der Büchsenmeisterey zusammen 

getragen und verfertiget von Andreas Räbeln. Im Jahr 

Christi Anno 1671". [4]. 297 leaves (last 138 blanks, but 

contemporary). Contemporary black leather binding with 

initials and date. Spine damaged. 11 x 16.5 cm. With a 

modern ex libris. Some repairs to the fold of the 

engravings.                                                                                             

                                                                                           $ 32,500.- 
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An original work of a 17th century pyrotechnician, with the formulas he used to make fireworks. This is 

a manual how to make and use them, in which the author betrays secret recipes for the construction of 

rockets, flares, bombs. Ingredients are specified: camper, antimony, coal, tin, orpiment, chalk, tree oil, 

mercury, line oil, brandy, ammonium , arcanuni, chloride, resin, and a host of other untranslatable 

elements. The fireworks that Räbel describes come in all forms and shape.  Descriptions follow for the 

construction of rocket posts, launchers, and fixtures to be mounted on buildings, small castles, and 

castles. Shown in finely colored pen drawings, labeled with reference numbers and letters and provided 

with a scale. Detonators are described, small bombs, smoke-balls, balls of light, fireballs, storm-balls, big 

guns, fireworks and hundreds of other instructions. He also narrates the memorable wedding of 

Emperor Leopold von Habsburg with Margarita Theresa of Spain on December 12, 1666. 

 

 

A MASTERPIECE OF BOTANICAL WATERCOLOURS  

 

41.  SCHÖTZ, Wolfgang, [Swabian pharmacist] 

(d. 1695).   Flora delicians, sive icones plantarum 

ex hortis, pratis et nemoribus nostratibus 

collectarum, artificisque penicillo exhibitarum 

studio Wolfgangi Schoetzij pharmacopaei 

Memmingensis. Memmingen, 1676.    Folio (208 

x 310 mm). Latin ms. and illustrations on paper. 

184 ff. with gilt-raised title-page and a total of 292 

watercolour and gouache plant illustrations (1 

double-page), captioned and numbered 1-290 by 

a contemporary hand (nos. 45 and 149 assigned 

twice). 19th century green half cloth over marbled 

boards. Stored in custom-made half morocco 

case. 

$ 84,000.- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unique, museum-quality manuscript herbal, illustrations in brilliant 

original colour. Unknown to research, compiled for the Memmingen 

pharmacist Wolfgang Schötz by an unidentified but obviously 

professionally trained artist. The nearly 300 watercolours and gouaches, 

all impressively accomplished, show the principal Central European 

medicinal, poisonous, spice and ornamental plants as they were to be 

found in the gardens, meadows and forests of the free imperial city of 

Memmingen: hollyhock, tarragon, snow pea, prunella, dandelion, spiked 
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rampion (phyteuma spicatum), swallow-wort (asclepias vincetoxicum), echium, caper spurge 

(euphorbia lathyris), white bryony (wild hop, Bryonia alba), staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina), poppy 

(papaver rhoeas), banewort (atropa belladonna), foxglove (digitalis), hemlock (Conium maculatum), as 

well as splendid tulips, irises and martagon lilies, Jacob’s ladder (polemonium), rose, chrysanthemum, 

gentian, daffodil, barberry, etc. 

 

The shapes of the leaves and blossoms, often also of the roots and bulbs are rendered with extreme 

precision; occasionally, the illustration is enlivened with beetles, caterpillars and other insects, drawn 

with similarly meticulous realism. The Latin and German captions are apparently by two different 

writers; some of the Latin annotations may be in Schötz’s own hand. The quality of the draughtsmanship 

and colouring approaches that of the contemporaneous studies by Nicolas Robert, whose 

documentation of the plants in the French royal gardens, commissioned by the court of Versailles, were 

famous even then and remain so to this day. 

The pharmacist Wolfgang Schötz (Schütz) also served as judge in the municipal court of his native 

Memmingen. Correspondence in his hand with the German physician and alchemist Johann Joachim 

Becker (1635-82) has survived in the latter scholar’s posthumous papers in Rostock. Schötz was 

considered "the largest and strongest man" in town; when he died in 1695, ten men were needed to bear 

his mortal remains to the graveyard (cf. J. F. Unold, Geschichte der Stadt Memmingen [1826], p. 292). – 

Title-page somewhat duststained and rubbed. Leaves numbered 1-183 in pencil in the later 19th century, 

probably during rebinding; a few leaves transposed. A few edge flaws (some with early repairs); edges 

somewhat finger stained and damp stained throughout with a larger damp stain near the end 
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A FASCINATING ALBUM OF SHAKESPEAREAN 

INTEREST AND EARLY BARDOLATRY 

 

42.  [SHAKSPEARE] Album consisting of 106 

engravings of Shakespearean interest.  235 mm x 145 

mm. Bound in a contemporary red morocco 

neoclassical binding with black Moroccan spine 

label: ILLUSTRATIONS TO SHAKSPEARE; some 

wear and scuffing.  Internally, marbled endpapers 

and ex-libris of Charles St Barbe.  A 1786 edition of a 

List of the Officers of the Army was repurposed for 

the album, first with fine blue paper used to conceal 

the pages, and then subsequently filled with 

carefully pasted engravings relating to Shakespeare. 

Provenance: the library of the late William St Clair. 

 

$ 7,500.-  

 

The volume appears to have been compiled between the 

late 1790s and 1808, with a terminus ante quem provided 

by the date on the ex-libris of Charles St. Barbe . The 

neoclassical binding and tooling indicate it was bound 

by one of the German immigrant binders in London 

during that period,   though it is unsigned and without a 

binding ticket.   Charles St. Barbe (1776-1849) was an influential businessman was a Saltern owner, the 

First Banker, and five times Mayor of the Borough 

 

It is interesting that St. Barbe, perhaps influenced by the new trends of print collecting and 

grangerization, focused his efforts in this volume on early Bardolatry, when making declarations of 

Shakespeare's transcendent genius became increasingly fashionable in Romantic circles. St. Barbe 

clearly possessed antiquarian interests and published an early VISUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY in 1821; an index 

to the plates and woodcuts in the Gentleman's Magazine through from 1746- 1818.   This Shakespeare 

compilation hints he may have had similar designs for an early bibliography of images of depictions of 

Shakespeare, albeit such efforts never came to fruition. 

 

The engravings all date (with possible exceptions?) from 1785-1789. The majority were printed by Bell 

and Rivington, but there are other publishers including E. Harding, Pall-Mall and J. Wright, Piccadilly, 

depicting Robert Armin for instance. Some are undated. All of the engravings, except those of the 

characters in the plays, have a handwritten explanatory caption.  

 

According to the Folger library catalogue these engravings were issued individually, but were also part 

of Bell’s edition of Shakespeare’s works. However, we could not trace all engravings contained our book 

in the catalogue. For example:  Shakespeare's Autograph, if it had been written on paper would have 
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appeared this  … no date or Henry Wriothesley, Earl of Southhampton, London, published May 8th 1789 by 

J. Rivington & Partners. 

 

The first engraving in the book seems to be a title-page. The life and plays of Shakespeare. Illustrated by 

Four Series of prints. 1. Portraits of him. 2. His Patrons, Friends & Fellow Archers 3. Commentators & 

Editors of his Plays. 4. Scenes & Characters in his Plays. No date. We were not able to find this title in 

the Folger catalogue, nor through OCLC. 

 

 

                                                                               UNPUBLISHED COLLECTION OF 18th C.  SONGS 

 

43. [SONGBOOK]  A collection of hymns and songs for the 

use of J.B.P. Bouvier. 1732. 8vo 20 x 16 cm. Contemporary calf 

binding. Title page with laurels and 496 pages.                       

                                                                      $ 1,775.- 

 

Opens with (35 pages) to be followed by Chansons choisies, 

anciennes que, Nouvelles. Consisting of ribaldry ballads (with 

sexual overtones), love and fisherman’s song. Greasy stain in the 

margin to the last 30 leaves 

Neatly handwritten calligraphy with beautiful capital letters, 

perfectly readable. Original manuscript, never published. EX-

libris of Johann Valentin Scheid. prof at the university of 

Strasburg.  

 

 

AN ITALIAN ILLUSTRATED MEDICAL MANUSCRIPT ON 

SURGERY  

 

44. [SURGERY] Trattato delle operationi chirurgiche 

agionte alcune osseruationi con sue figure.    Illustrated 

and unpublished treatise on surgical operations.  First 

half of the 18th century?  Large 8vo (21 x 17 cm)   Engraved 

title page within an ornamental shield. 518 pages and 73 

chalcographic plates (of which one group numbered 

from II to LX and others not numbered, and a pair 

folded), Title page, with on the verso side a poem, list of 

"Instruments of Surgery. 1- 474 are all written with neat 

and legible handwriting, pp. 475-518 in a less tidy 

handwriting. The plates illustrate surgical instruments 

and ailments.  

$ 9,000.-  
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Probably an abridgement in Italian by Carlo Michele Lotteri of the 'Cours d'opérations de chirurgie' by 

Dionis. This conclusion is based on the identical title page of another manuscript in the Wellcome 

library. No record has been traced of an Italian translation of Dionis' work-first printed in Paris in 1707. 

This MS. is either an original translation and abridgement by Lotteri or notes of lectures on operative 

surgery closely following the original text,. The plates are identical with the MS in the Wellcome and 

different from the work of Dionis.   https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ujbs6942 

 

There is an annotation relating to the birth of the two children of the author or owner of the volume, 

which noted that his eldest daughter was born in 1760 and the second born in 1763; followed by two 

papers dated 1766-1767 and annotations relating to crop. The author tells us that he is living in Piacenza 

in the year 1767 where he is the surgeon.  

 

 

UNPUBLISHED  18TH CENTURY MANUSCRIPT ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS IN ITALY 

 

45.  TANURSI (Francesco Maria)   

'Compendio storico della citta di 

Ripatransone nel Piceno', 1769, 

Italian manuscript in black on laid 

paper, 23 leaves + 3 blanks, 

illustrated with grisaille 

watercolours with pen-and-ink 

outlining on 10 pages, including a 

half-page city view, 20 heraldic 

vignettes and approximately 60 

depictions of antiquities and objets 

d'art, 2 pages of Roman inscriptions 

reproduced in pen and ink, slightly 
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spotted and toned, a few old repairs, old wrappers, spine worn, 4to.                                       

                                                                                                                                  $ 2,750.- 

 

Provenance: Professor Cecil H. Clough (1930-2017), Reader in Medieval History, University of Liverpool.  

 

The author is described on the title-page as a patrician ('patrizio') of Ripatransone. This does not appear 

to be the same work as his Memorie istoriche della città di Ripatransone, which was posthumously 

printed at Fermo in 1793 and is unillustrated. Another work, Historiarum Ripanarum epitome, possibly 

a Latin version of the Memorie, was printed in Rome in 1781. In 1783 a work by Tanursi titled 'Historiae 

patriae epitome' was printed as an appendix to De rebus Ripanis by Giovanni Garzoni and Teodoro 

Quatrini. All of these printed accounts are very rare: OCLC traces one copy each of the Memorie and the 

Historiarum, and three of De rebus Ripanis. This manuscript is unpublished.  

 

 

MEDICAL MANUSCRIPT 

 

46.  THEORETICAE DISPUTATIONES  Guidonis De Meliore A.D. 

1637. Large 8vo. Contemporary vellum, 454 leaves. Frontispiece 

decorated by hand. Heavily glossed (same copyist hand), in the 

colophon it says the text was finished being transcribed on March 

21, 1637. Paper edges colored in red, decorated with stamps.   

 $ 1,750.- 

 

Transcribed (?) medical text by Aristotle (?) written in an dense hand 

by an Italian Jesuit. "In the Universa Medicam Discipline, Natura 

feminis, [...] De Prestantia Medicinas, De Medicinae need, De Natura 

Medicina, De Partibus Medicina [...]".      

 

 

A KEY MOMENT IN WASHINGTON'S PRESIDENCY AND THE FIRST MAJOR TEST OF FEDERAL 

AUTHORITY  

 

47.  WASHINGTON, George. Autograph letter signed ("G:o Washington") as President. Sept, 15, 

1792.    20 x 12 cm. Memorandum written to William Gray, his clothing weaver and tenant at Mt. 

Vernon.  Folds and stains, but few such ephemeral memorandums (unlike his voluminous 

correspondence) in Washington's hand survive. Such memorandums yield insight into how 

important correspondence was delivered.   In an old simple 19th century frame, not examined 

out of frame Provenance:  Mr. Atwood Violett, a lineal descendant of the Washingtons, then the 

Dickinson Family.  

$ 35,000.-  

 

A remarkable actionable letter.  This memorandum originally accompanied the   Whiskey Rebellion 

Proclamation of Sept 15, 1792 (in the National Archives) that was a key moment in Washington's 

presidency and the first real test of Federal authority over its citizens of the new nation.  In it, one can 
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observe a rare moment when an unnerved and visibly nervous Washington, aware of the importance 

and pressing nature of the message, instructs his tenant William Gray to get the Proclamation to 

Jefferson. It contains specific instructions for the route to be taken (an 18th century GPS) to Monticello 

and underscores the urgency of receiving Jefferson's reply. Without immediate and strong action, the 

weakness of the new Federal government would be exposed and the stability of the nation severely 

undermined.  

 

" Earlier this morning GW had received Hamilton’s letter of 11 Sept., enclosing a draft of a proclamation 

urging compliance with the federal excise tax on whiskey. Anxious to issue the proclamation, GW sent 

his tenant William Gray to deliver this letter to Jefferson. In a memorandum also written on 15 Sept., 

GW instructed Gray to “bring an Answer from the Secretary of State—Mr Jefferson—you will enquire 

for his Seat of Monticello. Delay no time you can avoid, in bringing back his answer—and in order to 

obtain it, you must if he is not at Home, go to him. . . . be here, if possible by, or before friday Noon [21 

Sept.], ensuing the date of this” (ALS[photocopy], NHi: George and Martha Washington Papers)." See: 

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-11-02-0055 
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TRAVELS IN SWITZERLAND 

 

47a   [ZWITZERLAND] [Manuscript, autograph (?)]. MALESHERBES, Chrétien Guillaume 

de Lamoignon de (1721–1794). Etat de la Suisse 1780. Modern marble binding, large 8vo (220 x 

170 mm), 25 leaves.   

$ 1,500.-  

 

Freed for three years from his official obligations, Malesherbes, the former minister of Louis XVI, 

devoted the summer of 1778 to touring Franche-Comté and especially to criss-crossing Switzerland, 

spending two weeks incognito in the Neuchâtel region and its surroundings. Extract from a notebook? 

This is a working manuscript, with several corrections, and crossing out of passages and additional 

remarks. Most likely by his hand. Curiously it starts mid sentence “sur les glaciers de suisse (?).” 
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EARLY 19TH CENTURY ROMANTIC POETRY ANTHOLOGY 

 

48. [ANTHOLOGY, MANUSCRIPT]. Original dark 

green morocco binding. 8vo. Edges gilded. A 

remarkable anthology, although not an original 

work, the works the author copies, are all within the 

life of the poets. Date 1816-1821. We do not know if the 

signature Heyton applies to the place in England or 

the name. (210 x 130 mm). 55 leaves of text, rest blank.                      

      1,500.-  

 

The author clearly had an interest in Lord Byron for he 

took the trouble to copy English Bards and Scotch 

Reviewers. He must have copied from an early edition, 

because, he writes “The spoiler came; and all thy promise 

fair. Has sought the grave, to sleep for ever there” Line 833. 

This text was altered in 1816.  

 

 

 

He then copies, among others: the boy by Bernard Baston (mentioned by Walter Scott), Fragment Found 

in a Skeleton-Case, anonymous. Dated 1821, The Burial of Sir John Moore after Corunna" Charles Wolfe. 

The poem first appeared anonymously in the Newry Telegraph of 19 April 1817, and was re-printed in 

many other periodicals. It said that it was forgotten until after his death when Lord Byron drew the 

attention to it. But this copy dates from 25th of Jan 1820.  Allan Cunningham. “Dear is the hallow'd morn 

to me” Allan Cunningham, was a Scottish poet, a member of the brilliant circle of writers that included 

Thomas De Quincey, Charles Lamb, William Hazlitt, John Keats. 

 

 

FIL-NAMA – BOOK OF ELEPHANTS  17 MINIATURES 

PERSIAN/ISLAMIC 

 

49. [BOOK OF ELEPHANTS] This manuscript is essentially 

a practical manual for the keeping of elephants. It is difficult 

to know, for whom the manuscript was made. The contents 

reflect the professional pride and caste identity of the 

elephant keepers. The text is interesting because it gives an 

unambiguously Islamic frame of reference to the keeping of 

elephants. An extremely uncommon text.                                                                          

                                                                    

$ 14,500.- 

 

An illuminated Persian manuscript called Fil-nama (Book of Elephants). The manuscript has 53 leaves. 

(205 mm x 120 mm) It includes three ornamental illuminations (unvan) in gold and colour indicating 
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the beginning of the manuscript's three parts, as well as 17 miniatures in gold and colour. The colours of 

miniatures are bright and well-preserved. The miniatures illustrate the text and form an integral part of 

the manuscript.  

 

The text is in neat nastaliq script typical to the 

late eighteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries. The text is mostly in black, while 

red is used to indicate the beginning of 

chapters or sub-chapters. In the third part of 

the manuscript, red ink is used in explanatory 

comments of the main text. Lower margin of 

the back side of each leaf includes the first few 

words of the right side of the next leaf. No 

pages are missing. Except for a few partly 

smudged lines on one page, the text is clear 

and legible throughout. 

 

The text itself does not help in dating or 

placing the manuscript. Based on the style of 

the paintings and script as well as the contents, Punjab or Kashmir in the first half of the nineteenth 

century seems likely. 

 

First part of the manuscript is titled The Genealogical Tree of the Trade of the elephants’ keepers from 

Sayyid Ahmad Kapri (Kursi-nama-yi mahavat-gari az Sayyid Ahmad Kapri), who is told to have been an 

elephant keeper during the time of the Prophet Muhammad. This part covers the aetiological myths 

concerning elephants. In addition, it gives a symbolic explanation of elephant's features and its 

equipment as well as includes formulas to be said during different activities connected with keeping 

and driving elephants. Names of God and Quranic phrases are used for these purposes. It also covers the 

genealogical lineage of elephant keeper back to Adam. 

The second and the longest part of the manuscript covers a description of various ailments of elephants 

as well as their cures in 17 chapters. The third part is a roughly alphabetical listing of plants, herbs and 

other ingredients. The list has no explanation as to what it is, but it seems to be a list of various 

ingredients used in the remedies described in the second part. A text in red is written below the black 

text apparently listing names for the items that are more familiar in the Indian context. 

 

 

"ROMANCES OF A CIVIL WAR SCHOOL TEACHER" 

 

50. [CIVIL WAR ARCHIVE].  Suitors’ correspondence to Eliza Rachel Guthrie (New York b. 

1838 d.1904). Letters dated Aug 20, 1859 - Nov 8, 1865 (plus one final letter March 21, 1867).   2 

buckram volumes with 95 original letters (approx. half the letters are loose in glassines) 

preserved in their original envelopes with cancelled stamps and with a full transcript prepared 

in 1958 by James Ray Norton.                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                $ 6,500. - 
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James Ray Norton, the compiler of the archive states:  

"These letters were primarily given to me because of my 

interest in the postage stamps that were on them. I have 

collected American stamps since grammar school days but 

found that these letters were interesting to me from other 

standpoints. The postage stamps, of course, were of interest 

but the letters were found to describe considerable 

interesting "Americana". The letters pictured the early life of 

the young people in their courting days and gave considerable 

information relative to early American travel, ambitions and 

activities of the young people. The descriptions of the North 

Eastern and North Central parts of the United States were 

found to be of interest. There were many references to the 

progress of the Civil War and to the young men acquaintances 

of Miss Guthrie who was a country school teacher. The 

personal and historical anecdotes 

that were contained in these letters have moved me to have the letters copied 

into this book form. " 

 

The first volume contains a typed transcript of 80 letters; the second volume 

contains the actual letters preserved in old mounted glassines, with numbers 

that loosely correspond to the assigned number in the transcript, albeit the 

number of letters present is greater than the number indicated in the transcript 

and about 42 are loose, preserved in glassines, with a couple mounted in the 

transcript volume itself. A short Guthrie genealogy is included in the volume 

as well. 

 

 

 

AN AMERICAN "YALE  COMMONPLACE MANUSCRIPT - 

PERCEPTIONS OF RACE  

 

51. [COMMPLACE BOOK]  HALL, John. s.d.s.l., likely Yale 

c. 1799-1803 A commonplace book of John Hall (1783-

1847), a Yale graduate who later founded the Ellington 

School for Boys and authored in 1835 a work On the 

Education of Children.  The entries touch on theology, 

electricity, chemistry, a cure for cancer and even sleep-

walking. The manuscript includes an interesting 

catalogue of books from his library of 5 pages and 255 

books.   Folio, 32 x 20 cm.  78 pp. most filled, p. 15/16 

excised and lost, wraps present but separated from text 

and a but tattered at edges.                                             $ 1,750.-  
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Perhaps the most interesting entry is a full-page dated March 1802 that discusses the curious case of 

Henry Moss, an African American farmer from Virginia who in the summer of 1796 began exhibiting 

himself in Philadelphia taverns, revealing a skin condition that made him progressively white.  The skin-

pigmentation condition aroused the interest of high society and his story and misguided attempts to 

understand his case and gain insight into removing or curing blackness, yield important insights into 

perceptions of race during the period. 

 

 

ROMANTICISM 

 

52. [COMMONPLACE BOOK WITH A TASTE FOR THE GOTHIC] (1830-1838) of 

approximately 100 leaves in various shades of colour. A superb green romantic binding, 

elaborately tooled and gilded, with on both sides a harp. Quarto (240 x 200 mm).  

$ 1,750.-  

13 leaves with poems, the remainder is empty and  12 superb coloured pictures with a gothic feel, all 

heightened with gum arabic.  An abbey in the moonlight, a girl with a dog, a woman reading, a girl 

praying, a lighthouse in a storm, another girl praying, a woman playing the harp, a brig in the moonlight, 

a woman reading, a woman with her child in a storm, a woman with two children watching the stormy 

sea, an erupting volcano. A few black and white engravings. 

 

 

A LETTER WRITTEN BY ALBERT EINSTEIN ABOUT HIS ELUSIVE SINGLE THEORY 

TO EXPLAIN ALL THE FORCES OF NATURE 

 

53. EINSTEIN (Albert). Autograph letter signed with his initials, in German, addressed to Ernst 

Gabor Straus. S.l., [date of handwritten receipt of February 18, 1950]. 1/2 p. folio of fine, tight 

handwriting. 

                                                                                                                               $ 23,500.- 
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'I am glad that you are vigorously dealing with 
the question of compatibility. Yet it seems to me 
that your fears are unjustified. I want to phrase 
the proof so that your letters will be taken into 
consideration". Following is a long scientific 
explanation – the proof Einstein phrased for 
Straus. The mathematician Ernst Gabor Straus 
was Einstein's assistant at the Princeton's 
Institute for Advanced Studies between 1944 
and 1948, working with him on the Unified Field 
Theory and helping him with mathematical 
models for his ideas. The two wrote three 
articles together. This letter, indicating the 
continuous collaboration between the two, 
provides an interesting peek into the process of 
their work.  
 
“DER ANDERE KOMPATIBILITÄTSBEWEIS IST 
AUCH FALSCH. Es kommt immer darauf 
hinaus, dass man zwischen einem 
Gleichungssystem und einem Teil desselben 
Identitäten konstatiert, aus denen natürlich 
kein relevander Schluss gezogen werden kann. 
DAS BIG GESCHREI DER ZEITUNGEN IST NUN 

UMSO KOMISCHER. Die Frage der "Komptibilität" starken Systems ist also ebenso ungelöst wie in 
unseren früheren Tagen. Dass aber nur das starke System [ mathematical notations here] in Betracht 
kommen kann, ist nicht zweifelhaft. Denn es fasst die bisher im Betracht kommenden Systeme mit 
bewiesener Kompatibilität zusammen [Albert Einstein places commented mathematical notations 
here]. Es ist also das stärkste denkbare System. WENN DAS STARKE SYSTEM ZU WENIG LÖSUNGEN 
HAT, DANN MUSS DIE THEORY AUFGEGEBEN WERDEN. EINSTWEILEN SAGT MIR ABER DER 
INSTINKT, DASS ES DIE RICHTIGE THEORY IST ... ".  
 
Since the 19th century, some physicists, notably Albert Einstein, have attempted to develop a single 
theoretical framework that can account for all the fundamental forces of nature – a unified field theory. 
Classical unified field theories are attempts to create a unified field theory based on classical physics. 
Einstein tried to form a generalized theory of gravitation that would unify the gravitational and 
electromagnetic forces (and perhaps others), guided by a belief in a single origin for the entire set of 
physical laws. He devoted his last years to this vast enterprise which, reconciling the laws of gravity, 
electromagnetism, and mechanical quantum, was to explain the universe as a whole. Despite this 
failure, his work on theory of the unified field then found extensions in cosmology, evolutionary and 
physical theories of symmetry. 
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"IS THE UNITED STATES OF EUROPE FEASIBLE?"  AN 

INTERNATIONAL INQUIRY 

 

54.  EINSTEIN (Albert).   Ob die vereinigten 

Staaten Europas realisierbar seien, darüber braucht 

man sich den Kopf nicht zu zerbrechen: sie müssen 

realisiert werden, wenn Europa seine Bedeutung 

und seinen Menschenreichtum einigermassen 

aufrecht erhalten will. (see: Volume 14: The Berlin 
Years: Writings & Correspondence, April 1923-May 
1925 Page 504).    

 
                                         $ 20,000.-  

 
A quote pasted on a A4 paper with a French translation. In typoscript 6 lines with Einstein signature. 
The inquiry on Les États-Unis d’Europe sont-ils réalisables? came from Maurice d’Hartoy of Paris, 
initiator of a number of surveys under the title Les Grandes enquêtes françaises et internationals and 
was sent to the leading intellectuals of the day.  
 
12 sheets of paper, with the question, ‘Les États-Unis d’Europe sont-ils réalisables’, with the answers, 
mostly in manuscript. Among others, Emmanuel Bourcier (handwritten response), Jacques Bainville * 
(signed handwritten response cut out in its entirety and pasted on paper, Henri Barbusse (Typography 
corrected by hand and signed; 2pp), Maurice d´Hartoy (signed handwritten response accompanied by a 
signed handwritten note of Hanotaux), Albert Lebrun (handwritten signed response cut out and pasted 
on paper). Einstein was acquainted with most of them. It is rare to find Einstein material with utterances 
on international matters.  Literature. Einstein on Peace. San Francisco: Arcole Publishing, 2017: 102-106 
pp 

 
 

ARCHIVE OF A SECRET AGENT  

 

55. KOEHLER, Hugo William.    Archive of Hugo William Koehler (1886 – 1941),  a United States 
Navy commander, secret agent and socialite.  

$ 8,500.-  
 
Includes Russian sketches/paintings of WW1 and the early Revolution. Most signed and painted by. 
Martinov and sent to Hugo William Koehler in London.   Purchased from descendents of Hugo William 
Koehler. 
 
The subjects depicted include:  Worker Demonstration Yalta  1919  28 x 21 cm  1919    Spanish  Dancer in 
Russia 1918     Anatol Martinov Village of Koleski 20 x 16    Red Army on the front  26 x 17    Russian soldiers 
1914   18 x 16 cm.,   Russian soldier with bayonet 25 x 16 cm.,    First Revolutionary Manifestation  Train 
Station 1917 20 x 14 cm.,   Old Lithuanian Chapel. 24 x 18 cm.,   Lithuanian Town 1915   22 x 15 cm 1914   
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Eastern Prussia Ruined Farmhouse  21 x 16 cm   Workers Demonstration  28 x 21 cm   Soup Kitchen 1917 
22 x 16 cm    Russian soldiers at ease 24 x 22 cm    German infantryman intruder 1918 26 x 18 cm/ 1915    
Russian retreat painted during the shilling the of the trenches, 21 x 20 cm 
 

 
Along with the small painting archive comes an unpublished collection by  Margaretta Wood Potter of 
letters, dispatches, and personal reminiscences of Cmdr. Hugo W. Koehler. There is a sizeable box of 
manila folders  of family papers and personal letters including many original  letters from Herbert John 
Gladstone, the British Liberal politician to  Hugo W. Koehler, a folder with cypher decoding 
explanations, early Koehler naval letters, lengthy family letters describing  Koehler's travels and 
assignments in the 1920s, a mimeographed unpublished manuscript for a "Narrative of a Year's 
Observations in Russia April 1921, naval attaché letters from the American Legation in Warsaw. 
etc.   Should be seen. 
 
Hugo William Koehler (1886 – 1941) was a United States Navy commander, secret agent and socialite. 
Following the First World War, he served as an Office of Naval Intelligence and State Department 
operative in Russia during its civil war, and later as naval attaché to Poland. He was rumoured to be the 
illegitimate son of the Crown Prince of Austria and to have assisted the Romanovs in fleeing Russia 
following the revolution of 1917. 
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UNKNOWN PORTRAIT OF ADA LOVELACE 

  

56. [LOVELACE, ADA] COMMONPLACE BOOK with a strong Byronic connection and an 
unknown portrait of the mathematician Ada Lovelace, then still called Ada Byron. Red 
morocco, gilded, front cover detached. Green silk endpapers. Quarto (260 x 230 mm). 80 leaves, 
with poems, water-colours, pencil drawings, engravings and etching. Provenance, William St 
Clair, a distinguished author who published on the Romantic period. Entries from 1832 to 1843.  

 

$ 20,000.- 

Perhaps owned by a member of the Noel Family. In it is an unknown stipple engraving of Ada Byron 
(dated Ellens 1834, 5 march) soon to be Lady Ada Lovelace. We were not able to find this lovely portrait 
depicting Ada while horse riding, at an age of 18. It is (most likely) a well accomplished stipple engraving, 
with watercolour and heightened with gum Arabic. Signed by hand, Ada Byron.  
 
It would be no less than sensational to find a new portrait of Ada Byron. Only six portraits are known. 
The national gallery lists five. We searched books like Heath's book of beauty and other works of the 
time to no avail.  
 
On the page next to the portrait is the famous stanza. 
 
Is thy face like thy mother's, my fair child! 
ADA! sole daughter of my house and heart? 
When last I saw thy young blue eyes they smiled, 
And then we parted, -- not as now we part, 
But with a hope. -- 



          MANUSCRIPTS after 1800 
 

 

52 

                Awaking with a start, 
The waters heave around me; and on high 
The winds lift up their voices: I depart, 
Whither I know not; but the hour's gone by, 
When Albion's lessening shores could grieve or glad mine eye. 
  
It is of note, that the poem is explicitly addressed “To Ada” which is not the case in the printed version 
of Byron’s work. The date is Ellens, March 5, 1834. It is unclear to us when Ada’s relationship started with 
William King. They married in 1835. There is a large farm house called Ellens Green which was propriety 
of the family Locke King (later William King-Noel, 1st Earl of Lovelace).   The Noel connection is there 
in the book on account of his mother-in-law, Ada Byron, Anne Isabella Noel Byron. She may have signed 
the portrait.  
  
The commonplace book has a number of poems by Lord Byron. There is one by Felicia Dorothea 
Hemans. The poem Adieu by L. E. L. Letitia Elizabeth Landon (called the female Byron) is dated 1832, 
written down one year before the first publication date in the Keepsake (1833). The poem (dated 
Woolaston, 1834) ‘When The Soft Tear Steals Silently’ was written by Susanna Blamire unquestionably 
the best female writer of her age.’ Of note is again that these poems did not widely circulate, her 
collected work appeared for the first in print 1842.  The poem In life's gay morning, what vivid hues Adorn 

the animating views, seems to go back to a Ladies Diary from 1780. The poem  is dedicated to Eliza. In 
the book is one engraving (?) of Clanna House by the honourable W.M. Noel. There are other entries by 
the Noels as well.  
  

ADA LOVELACE’S PERSIAN CAT  

 

57. [LOVELACE, ADA] COMMONPLACE BOOK  by 
the favourite governess and guardian Angel of the 
mathematician Ada Lovelace (1815-1852)., entitled 
"Extracts &c., Bifrons, Christmas 1828", a total of 78 
leaves, contemporary red straight-grained morocco 
gilt, 19 x 24cm     Belonging to J.H. Stampe, entitled 
"Extracts &c., Bifrons, Christmas 1828". 

$ 15,000.- 
 
Ada led an isolated childhood on her mother’s rented 
country estates, with governesses and tutors and her pet 
cat, Mrs. Puff. In 1826, after travelling on the continent, 
the restless Lady Anna Isabella Noel Byron hired the 
Bifrons estate near Canterbury. While her mother, sought 
solace for her various illnesses, and was often away in 
search for a cure, Ada was left at home alone with her 
governess, Miss J.R. Stampe (or Miss Stamp), servants and 
beloved cat Puff.  She became Ada’s confidant during the 
years 1825-1828. Miss Stampe left Bifrons in 1828 to marry, 
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much to the dismay of Ada, who saw Miss Stamp, as her guardian angel. We know little about Miss 
Stamp, this commonplace book is also a vestige of her various interests.  
  
But above all it is a token of Ada’s great love for her Persian cat ‘The lovely Puff’, gifted to her by her 
mother to console her for her days spent in solitude. There is a very touching picture of Puff pasted on 
the first leaf. Drawn by her mother in June 1825.  
  
The lovely Puff in a Sweet Slumber. Signed Anna Isabella Noel Pixit. The picture is accompanied by a 
wonderful poem by the young Ada herself, touching the heart of every cat lover. 
 

“Dear object of my tender care, 

Which neither dog nor bird may share, 

Of all the feline tribe most rare,  

My pussy! 
  

Tho' now thy youthful powers decline, 

Thy yellow eyes less vivid shine, 

Still sweetly purrs that voice of thine, 

My Pussy! 
  

How often, in thy kitten days,  

Companions in our childish ways, 
We've fondly shar'd each other's plays, 

My Pussy! 
  

Now that thy frolic sports must end,  

Thou'lt find me too a steady friend, 
Who will thine aged steps attend–“ 

My Pussy! 
  
As the academician Richard Holmes underpinned, Ada not only understood the logical rigour of 
machines, but had through her live an acute understanding of animals. You can listen to Holmes lecture 
on YouTube: Will you concede me Poetical Science? The commonplace book is also discussed there.  
  
The commonplace book very appropriately ends with another cat poem in three stanzas by Ada’s 
mother, Lady Isabella Byron. This is the last stanza from it  
  
For she was wont to climb upon my knee 
And purrings please’d to look up in my face 
With sweetest confidence, how lovingly! 
And with enquiring eye, as she would trace 
A kindred feeling there – She néer will be 
The more – the cold earth is her dwelling place. 
But peace to that meek soul, which I must think 
In God’s great chain of love is still a humble link 
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The book is filled with other poems. J. Moore… Edward Noel, Felicia Dorothea Hemans, I Noel, 

Byron,G.Dubourg, Thomas Noel, Walter Scot, Spencer, a copy of a private letter from Hans Christian 

Andersen to a friend in England, Extracts from the work of Alexander von Humboldt.  

 

 

ENGLISH MANUSCRIPT WITH SATIRICAL 

DRAWINGS. 

 

58. [MADAME BLAIZE] JENKS AS AN 

EQUESTRIAN |  THE THING OF SILK. Oblong 

Folio in full brown pebble morocco (some 

scuffing), 36 x 28.5 cm, comprising three 

distinct works, each illustrated with Original 

pen and ink drawings [8 drawings] [8 

drawings] [26 drawings] respectively. [s.d. s.l., 

but likely English. c. 1850s]                                                                                     

                                                                                                                             

$ 6,500.- 

 

 

The  finely executed drawings, which have elements of satirical caricature with literary and political 

overtones are unattributed and worthy of additional study. There is little indication, despite some pencil 

notations to the drawings, who the artist is - although the third drawing is signed in pencil "after Vernet" 

(Horace Vernet (French, Paris 1789–1863 Paris), by "Lamont", possibly referring to the Victorian artists 

Thomas Reynolds Lamont  (1826-1898).  All the drawings appear to be the work of one artist. 

 

The manuscript draws upon literary sources. One may presume that the inspiration for the first work is 

the humorous poem Elegy on Madam Blaize by Oliver Goldsmith. It opens with the Madame and her 

many suitors, albeit these may be political reference and Blaize just a loose metaphor. One of the suitors 

is depicted a leading an orchestra on the subsequent plate and another is being trampled by a horse. 

The fourth plate  is drawn with many elements of chinoiserie, and this may be a reference to the 

Goldsmith's letters in the Public Ledger under the title The Citizen of the World that were written by a 

Chinese traveller in England by the name of Lien Chi - a fictional character that lent outside perspective 

to "comment ironically and at times moralistically on British society and manners." Other unusual plates 

include a firetruck and fireman racing toward a blaze, presumably a pun on Madame Blaize. 

 

The second work, Jenks as an Equestrian.  depicts an elegant equestrian, presumably courting a woman, 

but then racing away from her house after a bad encounter and with only half his sight remaining, he 

loses out to another suitor. There is another small Goldsmith reference on the sixth plate of the second 

part with a copy of his Animated Nature lying on a nightstand. The third work, "The Thing of Silk" has 

scenes that are unusual including a circus scene, a boxing match, dining on the skull of a deer, an ice-

skating scene etc.- all hinting at political and social satire. 

 

Goldsmith's Madame Blaize is considered an early and included in A Nonsense Anthology, edited by 

Carolyn Wells in 1915. While not nonsense in the sense of Lewis Carroll’s ‘Jabberwocky’, Goldsmith's 
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playful work contains clever, silly, and contradictory verses about the fictional Mrs. Blaize's life and 

character- a fun attack against the panegyric works of his days. This unusual manuscript, with its 

interesting and playful drawings by a skilled hand, appears to lie as well at that crossroad of political 

and social caricature and English nonsense.   

 

 

MILITARY NOTEBOOKS 

 

59. [MILITARY] A set of 12 French manuscript notebooks of military strategy and colleges 

dated from 1842 and 1847 that used to belong to Monsieur de Beurnonville, student officer 

under the July Monarchy. All illustrated with little sketches. Sometimes moist stained at the 

edges.  

                                                                                                                               $ 1,500.-  

 

1. A notebook started on August 1, 1847 on artillery courses. 2 A notebook on military art started on 

January 8, 1847 and stopped in June. 3. notebook started on March 8, 1848. Geodesy, many diagrams, 

mathematics etc. Some traces of moisture. 4. A notebook entitled "Evolution des lignes". Many military 

schemes and tactics 5. A notebook started in 1862 with many topics and loose leaves. History of the 

horse, agricultural statistics, climatology, chemistry, animals of the globe etc.  6. A notebook about 

geography and considerations on the art of war by General Charles de Clausewitz. 7. A notebook on 

various topics. Chemistry, food, etc. 8. A notebook on military administration courses. Label on the front 

page showing the address of the papermaker in Paris. 9. notebook on descriptive geometry started on 

March 18, 1847. Many illustrations and sketches. 10. A notebook on military art started on June 11, 1847. 

Battles and military tactics. Loose leaves at the beginning of the notebook, traces of moisture. 11. An 

artillery lesson book. Many sketches. 12.-A notebooks on fortifications dated January 1848. Many 

sketches.  

 

 

THE SPANISH FORGER 

 

60.  [MINIATURE] Adoration of the Magi (Melchior, 

Gaspar and Balthazar).  19.5 x 13 cm.  The Spanish Forger 

(fl. Paris end of 19th – beginning of 20th C)  or circle of 

Spanish Forger. On vellum, backed to later paper.  

$ 4,500.- 

 

"His identity unknown, the so-called Spanish Forger was 

active in painting 'medieval fakes' in Paris at the end of the 19th 

and beginning of the 20th centuries: fundamentally an 

illuminator rather than a copyist, he created original 

compositions executed in his own distinctive style and 

became, in time, eminently collectable in his own right " (see 

W. Voelkle, The Spanish Forger, 1987). 
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1869 DEEP FAKES - GHOST PHOTOGRAPHY TRIAL 

 

61. [MUMLER TRIAL] Manuscript 37 x 23 cm.  20 pages, 

consisting primarily of newspaper accounts pasted onto 

account sheets as well as numerous marginal 

annotations.  Binding: marbled boards and calf, spine 

perished and boards broken. This record of popular and 

detailed press clippings was almost certainly compiled 

by someone close to or involved in the trial, possibly even 

preparing a cross examination. The volume bears the 

stamps Association of the Bar of the City of New York 

(since deaccessioned), which was founded in 1870 and 

counted some of the country's most prominent lawyers 

among its members, including those involved in the 1869 

Mumler trial. 

 

                           $ 1,500.- 

 

William H. Mumler (1832–1884) was an American spirit photographer who worked in New York and 

Boston. His doctored photos took advantage of the large number of people who had lost relatives in the 

Civil War. One of the most famous of his images was the photograph of Mary Todd Lincoln with the 

ghost of her husband Abraham Lincoln.  As accusations piled up against him, he relocated to NYC where 

he was quickly arrested on charges of fraud. A sensationalist trial ensued, and became fodder for the 

papers, given the intersection of people's religious and spiritual beliefs and the relatively new medium 

of photography. Famous men such P.T. Barnum himself were brought in as witnesses for the 

prosecution. The trial ended in acquittal, given the prosecution could not prove their case 

unequivocally. In age of deep fakes of images and videos, where believing what ones sees is no longer a 

sufficient confirmation of truth, we see the echoes of this pioneer of image manipulation. 

 

 

EARLY OREGON JOURNAL  

 

62. [OREGON HISTORY] OREGON JOURNAL OF JOHN SUTHERLIN (1832 - 1874). 19  x 15 cm, 

Approx 35 pages notes, interspersed with numerous blanks, a few pages with some 

contemporary newspaper clipping.  Marbled paper boards and calf, front board cracking 

down  center, small chip to spine. 

 $ 600.- 

 

Pioneer resident, rancher of Sutherlin, Oregon. Contains quarterly proceedings of Jacksonville Mission, 

Jacksonville Methodist Church, Oakland, Oregon, starting in 1867, receipt for Oregon Railway survey, 

sales of horses, inventory of Sutherlin estate including cattle, chickens, household furniture, etc., and 

prices realized  for the $25,000 estate. Additional receipts enclosed.  For a  cure for blackleg in cattle, 

Sutherlin suggests "splitting the skin on the inside of the four leg cleft down under the skin and put in a 
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piece of assafoetida the size of a small marble and close the wound". This was a wild and rugged period 

in Oregon history and journals of the period are scarce in commerce. 

 

 

AN UNPUBLISHED WORK BY THE LIBRARIAN OF THE ESCORIAL PALACE LIBRARY 

 

63. TORRE AGUILERA, Patricio José de la. Cartas de Tristio a Felicio Contemporary binding, 

half leather with marble boards, 21.5 x 16 cm. Approx. 150 leaves. Finished in the night of 26 July 

1813. 

$ 2,750.-  

 

Torre Aguilera, Patricio José de la . Consuegra 

(Toledo), 16.III.1760 - San Lorenzo de El 

Escorial (Madrid), 4.VII.1819. was an Arabist 

and the second librarian at El Escorial, in his 

later years he served as a translator for the 

Ministry of State in Cadiz until 1813.This is an 

unknown work by his hand. Letters written in 

1813 to his nephew Geronimo de la Torre, a 

student at the Military School established in 

the Ysla de León [Cádiz] The MS seems to be 

unpublished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORIGINAL DESIGNS FOR CARRIAGES 

 

64. [TRADE CATALOG] Specimens of Carriage Drawings. c. 1830s- 1840 (One of the drawings 

(p. 15) is dated 1840.)   Handsome full crushed blue morocco with 18  finely executed original 

designs for carriages heightened with gum arabic, some with moveable overlay flaps.                        

           

$ 12,000. - 

 

These mounted specimens clearly formed at one time a specimen and order book as the original names 

of buyers for each carriage model  appears in the upper left corner from Lady Lucy Pusey, wife of the MP 

Philip Pusey   to Sr. Charles Lamb,  author of  Tales from Shakespeare and Sir Charles Locock, the 

obstetrician to Queen Victoria who attended the birth of all her nine children.  
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All the drawings are all signed J. Gilfoy, some of whose carriage designs are owned by the V&A.  They 

appear to be early examples in Gilroy's career as he continued work for George N Hooper, a well-known 

carriage designer through the 1860s.   The Book Collector, Volume 23, 1974 (p. 83) mentions a small 

album of c. 1830 Gilroy drawings of Sefton carriages that was purchased by Maggs at auction. 

 

 

ROMANTIC EPISTOLARY NOVEL, A PASTICHE ON LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES ? 

 

65.  VITZE ?    Cinq jours & cing nuits, episode du dix-huitième siècle.  N.d. Beginning of 19th 

century. Large 8vo. 291 p.                                               

        $ 695.- 

 

Unpublished novel Five days and five nights - episodes from the eighteenth century. The anonymous 

author tells in the introduction how he found an old notebook that turned out to contain a collection 

of copied letters. Thirty letters reveal an intrigue between a number of characters. Messrs. St-Val and 

Delmont are competing for the favors off the beautiful but modest Eléonore, who is married. Out of 

boredom they turn it into a mutual bet. St. Val, however, has stolen the heart of Eléonore with flattery 

and has turned her head; yet it will be for Delmont's charms that she actually succumbs and thus loses 

her honor. In the penultimate letter she informs her brother that she, crushed by shame and guilt, is 

withdrawing to a monastery and begging him for forgiveness. In his reply, the thirtieth and final letter, 

her brother writes back that she has been avenged. He killed St. Val in a duel, who to his surprise had 

just killed Delmont. Now he has to flee quickly; into exile in England, to perhaps never see his beloved 

fatherland and his beloved sister again. 
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PATRIOTIC URDU POETRY 

 

66.   WAJĪD ʿAlī Shāh (r. 1847-56) Diwan - i - Akhtar : Poems of Wajid Ali Shah, King of Oudh 29 

Rabī II 1276 = 25 november 1859.    Folio.  Cream Paper,  black nasta'liq in two columns, the 

margins all fully  illuminated with floral patterns and heavy gilt. Binding:  handsome dark green 

morocco with interesting gold stamped decoration, bound in imitation of the European 

manner and almost certainly using gilt stamping tools of a British or French binder, but 

preserving some of the Mughal and Persian binding construction.                            

$ 6,000.- 

 

The poems are said to be an important work of patriotic Urdu poetry. Wajid Ali's last days were spent 

in exile in Calcutta after the British annexed his area of rule, confiscated his properties, plundered the 

palaces, and humiliated the royal household. Some of his poems express "injured pride and undeserved 

prosecution." Ref: Kanda , K.C Masterpieces of Patriotic Urdu Poetry. 2005.  p. 61 Masterpieces of 

Patriotic Urdu Poetry:   
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ON THE OVERTHROW OF THE ISLAM AND THE FALL OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

 

67.  ANNIUS, Johannes, Viterbiensis. De futuris Christianorum triumphis in Saracenos, seu 

glossa super Apocalypsin.  Nuremberg : [Peter Wagner, about 1485]. 8 vo. 48 leaves. Modern 

paper binding.                                          

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,500.- 

 

Giovanni Nanni or Annius (1432-1502) was a Dominican who excelled as a scholar, well versed in Oriental 

languages, and as a confidential member of the papal court under Sixtus IV and Alexander VI.  Chapters 

I-XV foretell the history of the Church until the Crusades, chapters XVI and XVII the failure of the 

Crusaders and the scourging of the Byzantine empire by seven Ottoman sultans. The last chapters deal 

with the overthrow of the Islam, the death of Mehmed II and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. No 

copy in the trade.  

 

 

                                                                                                   THE CONFLICT BETWEEN VICE & VIRTUE. CONFLICTU 

VITIORUM ET VIRTUTUM, MORAL PSYCHOLOGY,   1474  

 

68.  AUTPERT, Ambrose.  De conflictu vitiorum et 

virtutum, [Strassburg : Georg Husner, about 1474], 

falsely ascribed to St Augustine. Real author 

Ambrose Autpert. Small folio (27 x 19.5 cm). 

Beautifully rubricated throughout. 8 leaves 

complete (not part of another work). Some needle 

like wormholes. Bound in a 17th century Missal leaf. 

No date, but ascribedto Husner. Printed in a rather 

archaic style. https://data.cerl.org/istc/ia01253000.                

                                                                                                                

$ 8,000.- 

 

Autpert, if forgotten today, was not without a name in 

his own century. Charlemagne made use of his talents; 

Pope Stephen IV protected him; and the monastery 

where he spent many years, and of which he died abbot 

was famous among the great monasteries of Italy. In 

2009, Pope Benedict XVI gave a homily about him in 

Saint Peter's square.   

 

His Book on the Conflict between Virtues and Vices is a first-rate piece of (Christian) psychology. Man 

is divided in his soul. He suffers perpetual inner conflict. This book written in a dialogue form reflects 

that inner conflict. Vice speaks and then virtues answers. From this perspective it is content wise an 

interesting book.   
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For example. Pride says: Certainly, you are better than many others. Actually, you are better than all. And 

humility answers: Are you more splendid on the earth than Lucifer was in heaven? Then the text goes 

on defending the virtue of humility.  

 

Empty glory says: Do the good that you have the ability for. Show everyone the good that you do, so that 

you may be called good by all, so that you may be proclaimed to be holy. Pretense, fashion yourself 

outwardly into what you do not eagerly strive for inwardly. Envy says: Why aren’t you equal or superior 

to them? Hatred suggests: Far be it for you to love that man, who is your opponent in all things, who 

degrades you, who insults you. Slander: Who can cover with silence, all the depraved things this or that 

person does? Anger says: The things which are done against you are so bad that they absolutely cannot 

be endured calmly; rather, to tolerate these things patiently is a sin. Harshness says: Should you offer 

gentle words to those stupid men who are as senseless brute animals? Restless wandering says: If you 

believe that God is everywhere, why do you stay in one single place? Despair cries: You strive to rise, but 

you fall again, weighed down by the weight of sins. So, what can be done for you then?  

 

 

ILLUSTRATED INCUNABULUM ON NAVIGATION, COSMOLOGY AND MEDICINE 

 

69.  AVIENUS, Rufius Festus.  [Opera: carmina]. 

Arati phaenomena. Aratus, Phaenomena (Add): 

Dionysius Periegetes, De situ orbis. Avienus, Ora 

maritima. Quintus Serenus Sammonicus, Carmen 

medicinale.  Venice, Antonius de Strata, de 

Cremona, 25. X. 1488.    Small 4to (196 mm x 142 mm 

). 119 leaves (of 122, without initial blank and two 

final blanks). With 38 woodcut illustrations in the 

text showing constellations. Modern full calf with 

gilt title "Aratus". All edges red. 

                                                                             $ 34,000.- 

 

The salt sea of the Indians, the surface of the Persian 

swell; And the Arabian gulf beneath the South Wind, 

already warm.  

An old habit once called the Arabian gulf the Ocean 

Avienus in ora Maritima 

This incunabulum is a compilation of texts (by 

different authors) from antiquity on navigation, 

cosmology and medicine.  

 

The first work is Aratus' Phaenomena (preceded by an introduction by Avienus) is a didactic poem -- a 

practical manual in verse that teaches the reader to identify constellations and predict weather. The 

poem also explains the relationship between celestial phenomena and such human affairs as agriculture 

and navigation. After the Iliad and the Odyssey, the Phaenomena  was the most widely read poem in the 

ancient world. Its fame was immediate. It was translated into Latin by Ovid and Cicero and quoted by 
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St. Paul in the New Testament, and it was one of the few Greek poems translated into Arabic. The text 

is accompanied by 38 zodiacal woodcuts, almost all of which were designed and executed for this 

volume. 

 

The second work is Dionysius Periegetes, De situ orbis (translated by Avienus). His "Description of the 

inhabited world" became a guided tour through the world of antique geography. In his description he 

includes the boundaries of the known world. “As I begin to sing of the earth and the wide sea, of rivers and 

cities and the uncountable races of men, I shall remember the deep-flowing Ocean.” In his song he mentions 

Ogiris/Ogyris, that has been identified by some scholars with Jarun, i.e. Jazireh-ye Hormuz, in the Straits 

of Hormuz and by other as as Mazeira Island.  

 

The "Ora maritima",  is a short poetic account of early sea routes, describing the coasts of Western 

Europe (up to Albion) and exploring the Eastern World as far as the coast of Arabia.  

 

The Liber Medicinalis of Quintus Serenus (perhaps Quintus Serenus Sammonicus) is a relatively 

neglected verse pharmacological text in which numerous recipes are presented roughly in the ‘head-to-

toe’ order.  Serenus was the first to use the following famous magic incantation “Inscribis chartae, quod 

dicitur Abracadabra.” 

A fittingly provenance, from the library of the surgeon, meteorologist, and antiquarian Charles Leeson 

Prince (1821-99) of Crowborough, Sussex, with his large bookplate (dated 1882) to front pastedown. Later 

in the collection of the meteorologist George James Symons (1838-1900); bequeathed to the Royal 

Meteorological Society with the Symons bequest bookplate (dated 1900) on lower pastedown. First 

edition. Bibliographical references,  

https://data.cerl.org/istc/ia01432000, FHC 2224* = H 2223; 

 

 

MEDIEVAL HEALTH REGIMEN 

 

70. [CUBA, Johannes de (1430- c. 1503)] Hortus Sanitatis. Strasbourg: Johann Prüss, 1497.    

Folio,  28 x 19 cm   358 out of 360 lvs,. (lacking l4 and l5, ff. a1 and a7 misbound between two 

sheets of signature ee.)  Internally, some damp-stains, handwritten annotations, some foxing 

and stain), copiously illustrated with woodcuts.  Binding: 19th century brown sheepskin, 

hinges  and caps restored .                                                                                                                  $ 29,000.- 
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Provenance: handwritten ex-libris “Della Libra di S. Francesco Presso Villafranca”; another unidentified 

handwritten ex-libris. . ISTC ih00487000; Goff H487; BMC I 124; GW 13550  

 

Second edition incunabula of this important medieval health regimen. Profusely illustrated. The 

collection brings together knowledge of natural history and medicine in a very richly illustrated text. 

The woodcuts, executed by Hans Baldung Grien and Urs Graf, among others, are reduced to their few 

essential lines in order to facilitate memorization for the reader. Animals are for example associated 

with their natural environments: the phoenix in a fire, the mermaids in the ocean. Please note we also 

have an early 16th century edition. 

 

 

ART OF DYING 

 

71. CAPRANICA, Dominicus]. Speculum artis bene 

moriendi de temptationibus penis infernalibus 

interrogationibus agonisantium. et varijs orationibus 

pro illoque salute faciendis. [Cologne, Heinrich 

Quentell, ca. 1493]. Small 4to. (32) pp. With woodcut 

illustration to title-page. 18th century half calf over 

cardboard. Endpapers marbled.                                       

                                                                                                                             

$ 14,750.- 

 

The first of the two undated editions of the "Mirror of the 

Art of Dying" by the Italian theologian, canonist, statesman, 

and Cardinal Domenico Capranica (1400-58), published by 

Quentell in the 1490s. Pellechet cites one edition dated 

around 1496, and another dated around 1498. Although 

slightly differing in text, both editions bear an Accipies 

woodcut, showing a teacher inspired by the Holy Spirit in 

the form of a dove on his shoulder lecturing two disciples, which was used by Quentell between 1490 

and 1500. A 17th or 18th century Latin note in ink below the woodcut mentions its recurring appearance 

in Quentell publications: "N. Haec figura sequenti etiam operi, ab Henrico Quentell Coloniae impresso, 

praefixa est". – A popular genre of devotional literature of the Middle Ages, Ars moriendi works were 

widely distributed both in manuscript and printed form. Capranica created his "Speculum" in 1452; it 

saw a German translation in 1473. – A few contemporary marginal notes and underlinings. Bookplates 

of the numismatist and bibliophile Jean-Baptiste Colbert de Beaulieu (1905-95), and of Jean Stefgen to 

front and back flyleaf. Another ownership, dated 20 July 1874, in pencil to front flyleaf. Several 

bibliographical notes in pencil to flyleaves. – Binding somewhat rubbed. Paper evenly browned 

throughout. Hain 14912. Goff A1098. Schreiber-Heitz, Die deutschen "Accipies" und Magister cum 

discipulis-Holzschnitte als Hilfsmittel zur Inkunabel-Bestimmung, 18. 
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THE FIRST ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF WOMEN AND A CLASSIC OF RENAISSANCE ILLUSTRATION 

 

72.   FORÈSTI, Giacomo Filippo / Albertus <de 
Placentia> / Augustinus <de Casali Maiori.    De 

claris selectisque mulieribus [concerning famous 

women] De plurimis claris chose mulieribus. 

Ferrara, Lorenzo Rossi, 29.04.1497. Large folio (31 x 

20 cm), [4], CLXX.                              

                                                                                                             

$ 27,500.- 

 

 

 

Woodcut title in large Gothic characters, on the reverse woodcut on a black background depicting the 

author presenting the volume to Beatrice of Aragon within a figured border, 1 full page woodcut with 8 

scenes from the Life of the Virgin within the same border, and 56 different woodcuts in the text, some 

repeated, for a total of 172 portraits of famous women. Small skillful restoration on the first and last leaf. 

Late 19th morocco binding. A book of distinguished provenance, once owned by the banker and book 

collector Hans Fürstenberg (ex-libris pasted inside the cover) who proudly exhibited it at the "Exposé 

au Musée d'Art Genève Mai 1966" as one of the most fascinating figurative books of the fifteenth century. 

Reference: GW M10959. 

 

This treatise on illustrious women is a classic of Renaissance book 

illustration, the finest production of the ferrates press. The 

woodcuts are totally original to the work. Particular attention 

should be paid to the last seven cuts, which are reckoned to be 

actual portraits (and none too flattering at that) of the following 

ladies Bianca Maria Sforza, Catherina, Countess of Forla and 

Imola, Leonora of Aragon, wife of Ercole d'Este, Danisella 

Trivulzia, and Cassandra Fidelis. 

 

During the Renaissance, galleries of famous women became a veritable literary genre. Among many 

writers who, on the model of Boccaccio’s (1313-1375) De claris mulieribus, decided to celebrate the feats 

and virtues of these women, raising some sort of literary monument in their honour; the Italian Jacopo 

Filippo Foresti (1434-1520), hermit of St. Augustine, is one of them: he is the author of the De plurimis 

claris selectisque mulieribus. The specialists of Boccaccio have often considered this work as plagiarism, 

thus limiting its study. Forrest makes noteworthy changes such as the addition of sources, the widening 

of the thematic framework - introduction of saints in the catalogue - and the development of the lives 

of modern women. If Foresti’s collection falls within the long list of Boccaccio’s De mulieribus claris 

sequels and imitations, it becomes a model in its turn for the authors of female «galleries» and therefore 

represents an important moment in the history of the genre. 
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COLLECTED WORKS OF LACTANTIUS 

 

73.  LACTANTIUS, (Lucius Coelius Firmianus)   Opera. 

Venice, Andreas de Paltasichis, 12 March 1478 [i.e. 1479]  

Folio,  29 x 19 cm..  213 of 214 lvs. lacking only first blank. 38 

lines, roman letter, last blank leaf present, some minor 

worming at end., some spotting and ironing to first leaves,  

some marginal stains toward end, b 1 with initial cut and 

lower margins an repaired at a later date with some small 

manuscript replacement. 18th century goatskin and gilt, some 

scuffing and corner bumping, marbled pastedowns (first 

replaced blank detached) , Rubricated in blue throughout. 

Provenance: William Horlick, Sr. (1846 – 1936), food 

manufacturer,  sold at Wall's auction in 1942 according to 

pencil note.   Ref:  Hain 9813; BMC V, 251.  

$ 9,500.- 
 

A handsome copy of Lactantius, the Christian apologist of the early 4th century, who composed his De 

divinis institutionibus in an effort to appeal to literate pagans by presenting the truths of the Christian 

religion in Ciceronian prose. As a bibliographic aside, this is one of the earliest printed books with an 

erratum. The idea of adding a list of errors appears to have taken root in Venice in 1478. Some sources 

indicate the first known printed errata appeared in the Enarrationes Satyrarum Juvenalis. Venice : 

Gabriele di Pietro, [between 15 Mar. and 6 May] 1478. However, the errata in this printing  12 March 1478 

are 3 days earlier. 

 

 

                                                                                 ILLUSTRATED PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

 

74. LOCHER, Jakob.  Libri philomusi. 

Panegyrici ad Regem. Tragedia de 

Thurcis et Suldano. Dyalogus de 

heresiarchis (Strasbourg: Johannes 

Grüninger, 1497.    8vo (195 x 150 mm). 

62 leaves. Bound in a medieval 

fragment of unknown origin. 

Complete but a bibliographical oddity 

because the woodcut on leaf on B6 

was never printed. With two full page 

woodcuts and 17 half-page woodcuts. 

Some water staining to the outer 

edges but a good copy. HC 10153. Goff 

L-264. GW M18631. 

$ 9,750.-  
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Print provided an ideal venue for imperial propaganda. Emperor Maximilian I, called by historians the 

media man - supported a vast network of poets, publicists, professors, and others who in different genres 

and ventures promoted his rule—a rule characterized by vast political ambitions, frequent warfare, and 

persistent conflicts with other powers. 

 

The Turks, by contrast were seen as swinish, infidels linked to Antichrist and thus to a final stage in 

world history, were the Christian forces and the satanic forces of the Muslims had to battle it out. In 

1497, Maximilian bestowed the title of poet laureate on 26-year-old Jakob Locher, and as a quid pro quo 

Locher’s Panegyricus portrayed Maximilian as a glorious ruler with a mission to save Christian Europe 

from the Turkish threat. A treat that was real. The sultan Bayezid II had rejected the request for peace, 

and in spring 1497 the Christian forces and the Ottomans were on the brink of war. This is play predicts 

the victory (prematurely) of Maximilian and can be seen as an image-building program. 

 

Illustrations: 

A1v: Full-page portrait of the author, the poet, laureate Jacob Locher. A6v: Woodcut of King Maximilian 

flanked by two men, including Locher. This woodcut is a composite of three pictorial elements on 

separate blocks, surrounded by a composite frame.  B1v, D4r: Woodcut showing the poet in a garden. 

This woodcut is a composite of three pictorial elements on separate blocks, surrounded by a composite 

frame.  B6: Rectangular woodcut with two coats of arms (This one not there, due to a printing 

error).  D1v: The poet meets the Margrave of Baden; both figures support the Margrave’s heraldic arms. 

E4r: Mary praying. This woodcut is a composite of three pictorial elements on separate blocks, 

surrounded by a composite frame. E6v, F4r; G4r: A group of six putti reading musical notation from a 

scroll. F2r: An old man flanked by two younger men. This woodcut is a composite of three pictorial 

elements on separate blocks, surrounded by a composite frame. F6v: Shows the pope, the emperor, and 

cardinal discussing the Turkish threat. H1r: A papal messenger delivers a letter. H2r: A meeting of three 

men. One of them is a Turk. H3v: Meeting with the Sultan Bayezid, H5v: A man blows a horn, heralding 

the expulsion of the Turks, H7r: Christians prepare for a crusade. H8v: The figure of winged Fama, I1v: 

Triumph of the king (full-page woodcut). I4v: Zasius, Locher colleague in Freiburg, explains that he 

wanted in his poem to write on current problems of Christianity. 
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A MONUMENT OF DUTCH TYPOGRAPHY 

 

75.  [LUDOLPH OF SAXONY]    VITA CHRISTI: BOECK VANDEN LEVEN JHESU CHRISTI.   

Alternative title:   Dat boeck vanden leuen ons liefs heren ihesu cristi anderweruen gheprint ... 

Zwolle : Peter van Os, 15 Mar. 1499.    Folio: [10]-cccxlvii [= 344 (on 345)] leaves, text in two 

columns, 42 lines to a page. 18th century calf, rubbed. CCCVI torn out (but replaced by an 

expertly facsimile), last blank missing, large tears on the title restored, with small loss of letters. 

Leaves I-CCXXX with vague oil stains, upper part of leaf CCLI torn with loss of foliation on recto 

and running title on verso. With a stamp of a 19th-c. Belgian coin in the lower margin. 

 

The colophon reads erroneously M CCC CXIX, really printed in 1499. Printed in double 

columns. Illustrated throughout with the same series of woodcut engravings used in the 1495 

ed. (Goff L356). Colophon reads: “Toe zwoll gheprint by mij Peter os va[n] Breda Gheeynt 

Intiaer ons heeren. MCCCCcxi. With no less than 220 woodcuts (25 full-page, 65 half-page, 130 

smaller). 

 

$ 29,500.-  

 
HISTORY OF THE SEVERAL EDITIONS. 

1. This Middle Dutch ‘Life of Jesus was, for the first time, printed on the press by Gerard Leeu in Antwerp 

in 1487. (il00353000, 29 copies, of which three are in the US.. It opens with a title page, on which a 

woodcut with a depiction of Jesus Christ with the text ‘Ego sum via veritas et vita’ (Sal- vator Mundi ) 

the title of the work is stated: Tboeck vanden Leven ons Mr Jhesu Christ. 2. The second edition was 

printed in Delft with a similar, but somewhat more crude woodcuts (il00354000, 17 copies, again three 

in the US).   
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3. In the third printing the text, (il00355000, 30 copies, 3 in the US, two missing?). which came from an 

Antwerp press in 1488, the book had undergone a true metamorphosis. It was expanded with 

moralizations, spiritual lessons, readings, meditations and–at the end of each chapter–a prayer. In order 

to be able to serve the widest possible audience, the printers decided to add two additional introductory 

texts. The first text is meditative and orders the reader to contemplate the life of Christ. The second is 

the so called Lentulus letter that gives a detailed description of the physical appearance and general 

bearing of Christ, as well as the impression he made upon those who came into his presence. 

4. This brings us to the first printing by Peter van Os in 1495. (il00356000, 30 copies, 6 in the US). The 

woodcuts are the same but Van Os made a number of adjustments to the layout of the book, reducing 

the size of a copy somewhat, the book became more compact and user friendly. Van Os numbered the 

leaves and added headers. We noticed that van Oss chooses a different wording with openings woodcut 

of Christ. Speciosus forma prae filys hominum. Your form is beautiful before all people; this no dount had 

to do with added lentulus text. 

5. Our copy is il00357000, Goff L357; HC 10059.  18 copies worldwide, of which at least seven are seriously 

incomplete. One copy in the US: LOC. 

TEXT: AUTHOR & AUDIENCE 

There are no manuscript versions known that predate the first incunabulum edition. It is unusual that 

the text is in the form of a ‘dialogue’ between ‘Scriptura and Mensche’(man), it was apparently seen as 

favorable for understanding the text, instead of the straight narrative. Naturally, the text heavily relies 

on the Vita Christi by the fourteenth century Carthusian, Ludolph of Saxony (1295–1387), the most 

comprehensive series of meditations on the life of Christ of the late Middle Ages. Ludolph assembled a 

wealth of commentary from the fathers of the church and the great medieval spiritual writers and 

weaves them into a seamless exposition on the Gospel. 

 

This narrative should however not be read as a biography of Jesus as we understand the term. The intent 

was not so much to describe events but to invite contemplation and set an example of virtue. Ludolph’s 
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work offers a course in the training of our senses and imagination to enable everything to remind us of 

Christ, so that in time our meditation on him embraces all things. This explains the wealth of detail 

found in Ludolph’s Vita Christi. Not only the appearance, words, and actions of Christ speak of his 

divinity; the whole world does! Its seasons, plants and animals, places, people. 

 

The importance of the Dutch text is, that it added dialogue to Ludolphs VitA Christi. It is also not a one-

on-one translation and in content very different. The scholar Anna Dlabačová points out that in a 

majority of the case, these texts were read by nuns or beguines. 

 

LITERATURE: 

Dlabacova A. (2008), Drukken en publieksgroepen. Productie en receptie van gedrukte 

Middelnederlandse meditatieve Levens van Jezus (ca. 1479-1540), Ons Geestelijk Erf 79(4): 321-368.  

W.M. Conway, Woodcutters of the Netherlands, p. 236–257. 

 

 

A TRANSCRIPT OF THE TRIAL AGAINST SAVONAROLA 

 

76. POGGIUS, Johannes Franciscus (also  Poggio 

Bracciolini), Epistola contra Savonarolam. Libellus 

contra fratrem Hieronymum et processus. 

Theodericus Ulsenius Frisius.   [Nürnberg: Ambrosius 

Huber, nach 11.IV.1498.   8o, (190 x 150 mm). 28 leaves, 

modern vellum binding. With the six lines of verse 

below the woodcut.                                    

$ 8,500.-  

 

An in the literature seldom mentioned work on the trial 

of Savonarola. This is a Latin translation of the official 

proceedings of Savonarola’s first trial. Printed with the 

text are carmina by the city physician of Nuremberg, 

Theodorus Ulsenius and a libel by Giovanni Francesco 

Poggio Bracciolini (1447–1522), a canon of Florence 

cathedral, and the son of the famous humanist. 

Bracciolini described Savonarola as ‘another Antichrist’ 

and his visions or prophecies, as promptings by the Devil. 

No doubt this is why there is a woodcut on title, showing 

Savonarola at his writing desk, with three devils behind 

him, one whispering in his ear. Bracciolini is also the translator of the text of the trial.   

 

As far as we know, this is the only work with the woodcut. while the text seems to differ from other 

editions, under different names. A post incunabula edition was sold at auction for € 3,936 in 2008. This 

edition was sold for $5000 at Doyle in 2011. The Rare Book Hub entry of $700 is wrong (we wish). These 

are the only auctions record found. 11 copies in the US, but not in Princeton, Harvard, Huntington, Notre 

Dame. Goff P879; H 13386* = 14479. ip00879000. 
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RENAISSANCE LOVE POETRY 

 

77.   ACCOLTI, Bernardo.   Opera nova del 

preclarissimo messer Bernardo Accolti aretino scriptore 

apostolico & abreviatore zoe soneti, capitoli, strammoti 

& una comedia con dui capitoli, uno in laude dela 

madonna laltro de la fede. (Stampata in Venetia, per 

Nicolo Zopino e Vincentio compagno, adi XII de 

nouembre 1519). 8vo  Large woodcut vignette on the title 

page. 56 leaves. Later full calf binding. Very rare. No 

auction records but ours.      

                                                                                           $ 4,500.-  

 

Bernardo Accolti came from a distinguished Arezzo family. 

He was born in 1458, the year his father, the historian 

Benedetto Accolti the elder, became chancellor of the 

Florentine Republic. Bernardo grew up in Laurentian 

Florence, an ambience that nurtured poetic genius, though 

his devotion to the Medici and funding of Piero’s botched 

coup d’état of 1497 forced him into exile. Accolti denounced Florence, who ‘full of anger and disdain, 

have made me third, to your Dante, and your Petrarch, of whom, like me, you are unworthy.’ Quite contrary 

to its frontispiece of a pensive poet crowned by fame, Accolti’s renown relied not on meditation and 

composition in the studiolo, but audacity and performance at Court. His restless genius carried him to 

courts through-out the peninsula, where his spontaneous rhapsodies made for singular entertainment, 

hence the sobriquet ‘Unico’. Accolti specialized in the recitation of improvised vernacular love poetry, 

accompanied by the lute or bowed lyra da braccio, where extravagant conceits expressed the 

inflammation of the enamored poet, the cruel indifference of the beloved, and the unceasing torments 

that resulted. Success depended on the union of musical rhythm and the quick wit of improvisation, 

rather than reverence to Petrarchan form, evoked to be perverted. His outrageous performances 

mesmerized his audiences, especially fanatic court ladies, who threw themselves at his feet. Indeed, 

Accolti’s groupies included no less than Lucrezia Borgia, Isabella d’Este, and especially Elisabetta 

Gonzaga, the Duchess of Urbino. 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT MEDICAL WORK ON THE USE OF PLANTS 

 

78.  ACOSTA, Cristobal.   Tractado de las Drogas, y Medicinas de las Indias Orientales. Burgos, 

Spain: Martin de Victoria, 1578.  First edition. 8vo. 7.375 x 5.5 in. [11]. 448, [38] pp. with 48 

woodcuts, portrait of Acosta in shield on title page, 45 woodcuts of medicinal plants and herbs, 

and 2 of Asian elephants. Early limp vellum with string ties, p. 175 with clean tear without loss, 

some light toning, occasional minor worming, some inner upper marginal worming touching 

some letters on last signatures, or light damp staining. 

$ 7,800.- 
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Uncommon First edition of an important 

treatise on the drugs and medicines of 

the East Indies. The author reported that 

opium was used throughout the East 

Indies both as medicine and food 

consumed ‘in the way that a worker looks 

upon his bread’. As a work of 

pharmaceutical botany, it describes the 

properties of non-European flora and 

plants including cinnamon, garlic, 

nutmeg, coconut, sandalwood, and 

pineapple, which were all relatively 

unknown to Europe. It is based in part on 

the work of the naturalist García da Orta, 

who Acosta met in Goa, and who was the 

first European to describe the indigenous 

drug plants of India in his Coloquios dos 

simples. The fine two woodcuts of Asian 

elephants represent their first 

illustrations in a scientific publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SPENCER COPY OF AN ALDINE BOUND BY 

KALTHOELBER  

 

79. [ALDINE] Anthologia Graeca. Florilegium 

Diversorum Epigrammatum in Septem Libros, edited by 

Franciscus Asulanus.  Venice: Heirs of Aldus and 

Andreas Torresanus, January 1521.    8vo.  Roman and 

primarily Greek types, title in Greek and Latin, woodcut 

printer's device to title and verso of final leaf.  Binding of 

polished red morocco, first quarter of the 19th century 

with binding ticket of  Kalthoeber, all edges gilt, excised 

ex-libris to marbled inner boards, but Spencer family 

arms of George John Spencer to covers.   

$ 4,500.- 

 

This is a handsome second Aldine edition of the earliest 

known anthology in Greek.  Importantly, it was the copy 
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owned by George John Spencer (1758 – 1834), the British Whig politician, and eminent book 

collector.  Many books   for Lords Spencer's  were bound for him by Charles Kalthoeber (such as the 

present example)  a celebrated binder who worked also for George III,  and closely imitated the work of 

Roger Payne.  Lord Spencer was  first President of the exclusive, bibliophilic Roxburghe Club founded 

in 1812 and formed  as well the most nearly complete collection of Aldine editions ever brought together. 

The Earl was of invaluable aid and assistance to Dibdin, the famed bibliographer, in his bibliographical 

pursuits. 

 

 

GREEK PRINTING  

 

80. [ALDINE]  Orthographia et flexus dictionum Graecarum 

omnium apud Statium cum accentib. et generib. ex variis 

utriusque linguae autorib. Aldus device at end; bound with 

Statius, Publius Papinus Sylvarium libri quinque, Thebaidos 

libri duodecim, Achilleidos Duo. Venice: in aedibus Aldi, 

Mense Augusto MDII. 8vo, 18th century boards, slight 

dampstain at end, book block weak. 

$ 2,500.- 

 

An unassuming, crisp copy, in a rather tatty binding. Two volumes 

in one.  

 

 

 

 

ISLAMIC MEDICINE 

 

81. ARTICELLA   Nuperrime Impressa. Lyons, Jean 

Moylin de Cambray, at the expense of Jacobus Giunta, 

of Florence, 1534.   Black Letter, double column, title 

printed in red and black. Contemporary blind 

stamped pigskin, with original claps and locks. 8vo, 

(180 x 120 mm). 370 leaves. Binding somewhat stained 

but totally in original condition, a perfect copy. With a 

full-page woodcut of the anatomical man. A few 

scattered annotations.   

                                                                                                                                 

$ 9,500.-  

 

 

Articella was the name given to the early printed editions 

of a variety of Galenic and Hippocratic texts which formed the basis of lectures at the medical school of 
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Salerno in the twelfth century and, eventually, most of the medical faculties of Europe. This volume also 

contains the first appearance in print of the Hippocratic oath. 

 

A book with the most important medical tracts of the time, including Phylaretus on the pulse; 

Theophilus, on urines; Hippocrates; Joannes Damascenus; Celsus, Flowers of Medicine; The Parables of 

Arnoldus de Villanova; Galen; Avicenna; Almansor. The tractatus nonus almansorem included in this 

book is a classic of Islamic medicine  

الطب في  رجوزة . URJŪZAH FĪ AL-ṬIBB  (AVICENNA) This book contains the less well known Medical 

Poem ("Al-Urjuzah Fi Al-Tibb") of Ibn Sina (Avicenna, 980-1037). Its 1326 verses, can be considered as a 

poetic summary of his encyclopaedic textbook: The Canon of Medicine; hence its popularity in the East 

then the West as a tool in the process of transmitting medical knowledge from master to student. 

His medical poem holds poetic and pedagogical reputation and has proven vital in transmission of 

important medical concepts through Europe spanning over the ages. The 1326 verses which offer a 

summary of his encyclopaedic textbook are meticulously compartmentalized into various themes 

dealing with medicine such as diagnosing diseases by identifying symptoms. 

 

Insist upon their quiet and rest, for their limbs are weak; 

Try to lift their spirit through welcome words and pleasant company; 

Give them sweet-scented perfumes and flowers; 

Obtain happiness and music for them; 

Spare them somber thoughts and fatigue 

 

Since first translated by Gerard of Cremona (1114-1187) in the middle of the 12e century, the Latinized 

poem was frequently published in Medieval Europe either independently or – as here - combined with 

the Latinized Canon of Medicine or with the Articella; the famous collection of Greco-Roman and 

Latinized Arabian medical treatises in use in the universities of Salerno.  

 

 

A SAMMELBAND WITH FOUR RARE REFORMATION WORKS  

 

1. HEBREW GEOGRAPHY 

 

82.  AUROGALLUS, Matthaeus. De Hebraeis, Vrbivm, Locorvm, Popvlorvm Qve Nominibvx, E 

Veteri Instrvmento Congestis, Per Matthaevm Avrogallvm Libellvs. VVittenbergae [In aedibvs 

Iosephi Clvgi], [1526]. Small 8vo. Printed in Hebrew characters. 128 leaves.  Bound with three 

other works in the 16th century in an older unidentified vellum leaf. Contemporary annotations 

on the fly leaves. Some in the margins of the texts.   

$ 11,000.-  

 

Aurogallus came to Wittenberg in 1519 and became a Hebrew instructor in 1521 with the 

recommendation of Luther and Melanchthon. He was an active participant in the production of Luther’s 
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German translation of the Bible. This unassuming book hides a monumental task, it is first edition to 

concern itself with the etymology of Biblical place names, as well as personal names, as depicted on the 

maps of his time. On the verso side of the title page, the author tells his reader in a verse that this book 

is about:  

 

Aequora, stagna, domos, regiones, oppida, villas, Saxa, deos, montes, flumina, rura, duces, Cunctaque quae 

Solymis insunt loca condita chartis Te docet hoc parvum, candide lector, opus,  

 

The lakes, the pounds, the houses, the regions, cities, small holdings, rocks, gods, mountains, rivers, 

fields, and everything that is mentioned on the maps of Jerusalem and Palestine. Eusebius Onomasticon, 

a directory on the Biblical place names, is one of his sources. But since these names and their meaning 

got distorted over time, Aurogallus tried to render their original meaning based on the original Hebrew 

and Aramaic (Chaldean) meanings. Also, adding the names of famous men. The number of names 

included in his book is a thousand. Of these, 830 are designations of geographic conditions, and 170 

personal names. Because he also used the Arabic names of settlements and deserted areas, springs and 

rivers, mountains, he recognized in them the surviving ancient names. Thus, many established biblical 

locations proved erroneous and Aurogallus replaced them with better ones. It was on the basis of this 

work, that the young geographer Heinrich Kiepert was in position to design a new map of Palestine and 

the surrounding area. “Newer Biblical Research in Palestine and in the Adjacent Countries".  

 

Reference: Ein Lexikon der altpalästinischen und altorientalischen Geographie aus den Anfängen der 

Universität Wittenberg, Otto Eißfeld. No auction record known.  
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2. NO OTHER COPY KNOWN. 
 

BILLICANUS, Theobald. Epitome dialectices Theobaldo Billicano avtore. 1530. 16 leaves.    
 

Billianus (1493–1554) received his Magister artium in 1513 after three years of study in Heidelberg. At the 

chapter of the Augustinians (1518) Luther inspired him for the Reformation, which he introduced in 

Weilderstadt (1522) and Nördlingen (1524); until then, he was pushing for clear decisions. Later, he 

wavered between Luther and Zwingli. His book on dialectics (a quaestio disputata) was popular and 

was printed in over twenty editions. However, this edition is unknown, not only in OCLC but also VD16 

and KVK.  

 

3. ARITHMETIC’S  
 

MONHEIM, Johannes. Methodus Arithmetices: omnem supputandi artem tradens. 1600 Coloniae : 

Alopecius, [um 1600], 16 leaves. Contemporary annotations.  

 

Johannes Monheim 1509–1564) was a humanist teacher in Erasmian style,  

OCLC lists one copy only of this edition. in the BSB in Germany. All editions are exceedingly rare.  

 

4. PROTESTANT CONTROVERSY.  
 

BRENZ, Johannes. Syngramma Clarissimorum qui Halae Sueuorum conuenerunt uirorum, super uerbis 

Coenae Dominicae, & pium & eruditum, ad Iohannem Oecolampadion, Basiliensem Ecclesiasten. 

Augsburg]: [Ruff], 1526. 36 leaves. 

 

While Luther rejected the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, he believed that the real presence 

was not to be given up, and was attacked for that. Johannes Brenz, German Protestant Reformer, 

principal leader of the Reformation in Württemberg helped to defend Luther’s doctrine of the real 

presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

 

 

ON GRAVITY  

 

83.  BENACCI, Alessandro.   Liber de 

centro grauitatis solidorum. Bologna: 

Alessandro Benacci, 1565.  47 p. 8vo. 

(220 mm x 150 mm) Woodcut 

diagrams in the text throughout. Limp 

vellum binding. 47 pp.   Federico 

Commandino (1509 – 5 September 

1575) was an Italian humanist and 

mathematician.  

$ 2,750.-  
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FIRST EDITION of Commandino's interpretation and development of Archimedes' theories expressed 

in the latter's treatise on floating bodies. His definition of the centre of gravity was later adopted by 

Galileo. Profusely illustrated. 

 

 

SPLENDID RENAISSANCE BINDING.  

 

84.  BIBLIA SACRA. Testamenti veteris...sive canonici priscae 

judaeorum ecclesia à Deo. Hanau, heredum André Wechell, 1596. 

8vo.  Uncommon Hanau bible edition by Andreas Wechel. The 

star here is the splendid blind stamped renaissance binding, with 

arabesque patterns, the edges of the book block are elaborately 

gauffered. Darlow/Moule 6187. -              

                                                                                                                

$ 2,000.- 

 

 

 

 

SCHIP OF FOOLS 

 

85.  BRANT, SEBASTIAN. 1457-1521.    Navis 

stultifere collectanea. Paris: [de Marnef and J. 

Badius], 1 July 1513.     4to (185 x 130 mm). 108 

leaves, gothic letter, title printed in red and 

black with woodcut of the ship of fools and de 

Marnef's device, a full-page woodcut of the 

ship of fools on verso, 113 large woodcuts (one 

full-page) in the text; 19th century morocco, 

gild edges. 8vo (200 x 140 mm). Rare edition. 

World catalogue lists five copies only. 

$ 14,500.-  

 

Later edition with the woodcuts from the first 

edition of 1494. At least 70 of the illustrations are 

now attributed to Albrecht Dürer.  

 

"The woodcut illustrations created for Das 

Narrenschiff are of immense density and tenseness. 

Since there was no iconographical tradition for this 

newly conceived text, the subjects and scenes of the 

illustrations had to be created entirely new. The 
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images presented are of such convincing force that their equal in design had never before been seen" (Daniel 

De Simone, A Heavenly Craft, 2004).  

 

 

Often Brant books is called a satire but Brant was a firm believer and a moralist. The ship inhabited by 

jesters: represent us all, afflicted with all possible sins and flaws. The fool here is therefore the 

personification of the foolish, frivolous, irresponsible man who forsakes the straight path, virtue, and 

ventures into the twisting paths of vice. People were held up to a mirror and recognized themselves and 

what they saw was not beautiful, it was not noble, and in light of the approaching end actually quite 

disturbing, but at the same time it was fun. All those sins, all that foolishness. You read the book, and 

recognize the world, yourself and your fellow man, priest, king, emperor, monk and admiral: they all sin. 

Perhaps this is the reason that the book was so immensely popular.  

 

For us book collectors Brants makes an important admonition. After the title, the openings woodcut is 

that of a bibliomaniac: 

 

 For I rely upon my books, of which I have a great supply, but of their contents know no word, and hold them 

in such respect, That I will keep them from flies 

 

A distinguished provenance: Ex-libres of William Tudor Wilkinson (December 18, 1879 – April 22, 1969), 

an American art collector and dealer. Ex-libris. Bookplate of publisher and book-collector Ambroise 

Firmin-Didot (1790-1876). 
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CHEMICAL WARFARE, FIREWORKS AND MULTISTAGE ROCKETS  

 

86.  BRECHTEL, Franz Joachim.  Büchsenmeisterey. Das ist: Kurtze 

doch eigentliche erklerun deren ding, so einem Büchsenmeister 

fürnemlich zu wissen von nöten. Nuremberg: Katharina Gerlachin, 

1591.. Contemporary vellum (165 x 105 mm), Two works in one 

volume, 8° (157 x 100mm). Woodcut illustrations throughout, 

Brechtel with two folding engraved plates.  In almost copies lacking. 

88 leaves. [Bound with a separate work]; SCHMIDLAP, Johannes. 

Künstliche und rechtschaffene Feuerwerck zum schimpff, vormals im 

truck nie aussgangen. Nuremberg: Katharina Gerlachin, 1591. 76 

leaves. Both works are profusely illustrated. Nearly perfect copy. 

Repair to lower margin of the first title page, not affecting text.  

                                                                                        

$ 8,750.-  

 

A practical manual which special emphasizes dimensions and measurements of barrel, shots, etc. The 

author also describes how to wage war by poisoning the air. He describes cylinders or bombs filled with 

mineral poisons with poisonous plants and animals. Such materials as sublimate of mercury and 

arsenic, henbane, aconite , belladonna and hemlock were used, Johann Schmidlap of Schorndorf was a 

16th-century Bavarian fireworks maker and rocket pioneer. With many diagrams of (multi-staged) 

rockets. 

Katharina Gerlachin (also Gerlach, b. c. 1520, d. 1592) was a German printer in Nuremberg. She acted as 

director of the printing house, founded c. 1542 by her husband Johann vom Berg and Ulrich Neuber, from 

1564 until her death 

 

 

A PRINTED PAPAL BULL 

 

87. [BULL]  Bulla ultima convocationis et invitationis 

Cardinalium absentium et prelatorum gallice nationis 

ad celebrationem concilii Lateranen. cum declaratione 

nullitatis gestorum per conciliabulum Pisanum per S. D. 

N. Julium II. Pont. Rome 1512. Silber or Beplin? 8vo. (140 

mm x 115 mm). Bound in an antiphonary leaf.  

$ 1,500.-  

 

The Fifth Council of the Lateran, held between 1512 and 1517, 

was the eighteenth ecumenical council of the Catholic 

Church and was the last council before the Protestant 

Reformation and the Council of Trent. It was convoked by 

Pope Julius II to restore peace between Catholic rulers and 

assert the authority of the Pope 
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Printed bulls are bibliographical rarities. Sixtus' issued bulls against political opponents and rivals at a 

rapid speed. Over the ten years of Julius' pontificate, dozens of bulls, briefs, and other ecclesiastical 

documents would appear in print at a steadily increasing rate. These printed bulls, were innovative in 

both form and content. They were all small, pamphlet-size productions that feature distinct titles 

explaining their contents, and most of them included Julius' name in type and his papal stemma in 

woodcut on the first page, The arms visually branded the front cover of each pamphlet, that would have 

been on most visible as the book was displayed in booksellers' stalls or as it passed from reader to reader.  

 

 

AN RADICAL ENGLISH WORK PRINTED ABROAD  

 

88. CARTWRIGHT (Thomas). A Full and Plaine 

Declaration of Ecclcsiasticall Discipline owt off 

the Word off God, and off the declininge off the 

Churehe off England from the same. 

[Heidelberg] : Imprinted [by Michael Schirat], 

M.D.LXXIIII. [1574] Small 4to. 18 x 14 cm.m [12], 

193, [3] p., [1] folded leaf of plates (complete per 

ESTC but some copies some copies had an added 

table) Later full crushed blue morocco, edges gilt; 

internally minor tears to inner margin of title 

page, some toning, but generally a very 

handsome copy with the folding table well 

preserved.  

 

A translation by, Thomas Cartwright, of: 

Ecclesiasticae disciplinae, et Anglicanae 

Ecclesiae ab illa aberrationis, plena è verbo Dei, 

et dilucidà explicatio by Walter Travers. Place of 

publication and printer's name from STC. Folded 

plate bears: A table or short view off all ecclesiasticall discipline ordeined by the word off God. 

Leaves b2 and 2B2 are blank. Signatures: a⁴ b² A-M⁴ N⁴(±N4) O-2A⁴ 2B². Ref: TC (2nd ed.), 24184.  

                                                                                                                                 $ 9,000.- 

 

The printing of this major manifesto of English Presbyterianism at Michael Schirat's press at Heidelberg 

was supervised by the radical Puritan John Field (a likely author of some of the famed Marprelate tracts). 

Very Rare in commerce: RBH list no copies since 1972. ESTC appears to note 6 copies in US, but some 

such at the Folger copy are "Imperfect: wanting sigs.a,b, and 2A4-2B2" and some others are 

"Reproduction of the original in the Henry E. Huntington"   

 

Thomas Cartwright was one of the earliest and most learned champions of Puritanism, and he may be 

regarded as the founder of Presbyterianism in England. On the accession of Elizabeth, he returned to 
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Cambridge, took his B. A. degree in 1567. His lectures were so hostile to Episcopacy and the established 

customs of the Church of England, that he came under the displeasure of the Vice-Chancellor of the 

University, John Whitgift, a strong Episcopalian; the result was that Cartwright was deprived of his 

professorship in 1570, and of his fellowship in 1571. He now went to Geneva, but was persuaded to return 

to England in the following year (1572). On his return a bitter controversy arose between the Puritans 

and Episcopalians, Cartwright championing the former and Whitgift the latter. The Full and Plain 

Declaration of Ecclesiastical Discipline sought to prove that a Presbyterian form of government, after 

the Geneva fashion, was the true form of church government. In this work Travers discusses the proper 

calling, conduct, knowledge, apparel, and maintenance of a minister, the offices of doctors, bishops, 

pastors, and elders, and the functions of the consistory. He severely criticized the universities, calling 

them ' the haunts of drones. . . monasteries whose inmates yawn and snore, rather than colleges of 

students.' " (D. N. B.)  

 

 

WOMEN IN THE RENAISSANCE.  

 

89. CHOLIERES (Nicolas de). La guerre des masles contre les femelles. Paris, Pierre Chevillot, 

1588. 12mo. [8], 143 pp, [1]. Contemporary vellum. Title-page stained.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,250.- 

 

When Montaigne was writing the Essays in the 15805, the lawyer jean Dagoneau published a series of 

dialogues under the pseudonym of Nicholas de Choliéres. An anti-woman tract written in the form of a 

dialogue.. At the end there is a collection of poetic meslanges. The work is preceded by two sonnets, one 

dedicated to women and the other to men, in which the author encourages women to read to the end 

of the work ‘puis vous serez contentes’.  

 

Rare. Not in Princeton, Folger, Yale, Huntington. No complete copy in the trade. No known copy at 

auction (except ours). Very rare. Gay II, 411. See also:  Widowhood in Medieval and Early Modern Europe, 

p. 103.  

 

 

RARE RENAISSANCE COMMENTARIES ON CICERO, WITH VOLVELLES  

 

90. [CICERO, Marcus Tullius]    M. Tullii Ciceronis   Familiares epistolae. Expositores vero sunt. 

Hubertinus Cres. Martinus Phile. Ioan. Bapti. Egnatius. Ioan. Ba. Ascensius. Obseruatores 

autem. G. Merula Alex. A. Politianus.Venetiis : 1535, Venetiis : per Ioannem de Tridino alias 

Tacuinum, 1535 die XX Augusti.:[14], CCLXXIX, [1] c. : illustrated. Folio (30 cm), 16th century 

vellum. Some water staining, one margin with a hole. Repair to the last leaf, with some loss of 

text.  With an engraved armorial bookplate Ignatius Zanardi, an Italian theologian. The top 

volvelle looked a bit suspect to us but might be genuine. Where to get a facsimile if the book is 

that rare? There are no digital copies.  

$ 3,500.- 
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A beautiful printed edition with the commentary of renaissance scholars on the letters of Cicero. Bade, 

Josse <1462-1535>Egnazio, Giovanni Battista <1478-1553> Filetico, Martino Merula, Giorgio Poliziano, 

Angelo <1454-1494>Ubertino : da Crescentino   

 

The first edition was printed in 1526. No copies of this edition in the US, only the Italian libraries seem 

to have a fair number of copies. 

 

 

REFORMATION 

 

91. (CURIO, C.S., ed.).    Pasquillorum tomi duo. Quorum primo 

versibus ac rhythmis, altero soluta oratione conscripta 

quamplurima continentur, ad exhilarandum, 

confirmandumque hoc perturbatissimo rerum statu pii lectoris 

animum. Basel, (Oporinus), 1544 .   (8)ff, 637pp. (numbered 1-

199, 100-537). Small 8 vo. 14 x 9 cm.,  Full 18th century straight 

grain morocco and gilt edges and inner gilt dentelles.   Title 

page,  *2,  and , p. 113 with some old skillful marginal repairs,  p. 

108 with marginal notes slightly trimmed, but generally a fine 

and attractive. An old 19th century book label stresses the 
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extreme rarity of the volume, so much so that the 17th century Dutch scholar Heinsius once 

paid 100 ducats for what was believed to be the only known copy.  By modern standards, it is 

more accurately said to be scarce in commerce.                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,000.- 

 

Provenance:  According to notes and initials on the foot of spine, this is the  copy of the famed 18th 

century library of  M. Guignat (Catalogue des Livres du Cabinet de M. Guignat, 1769) subsequently sold 

at Colonel Taylor's for £11 11s. It was at a later date acquired by J. Whiteford Mackenzie's (with his 

armorial bookplate) and sold at Sotheby's sold in 1903 in the John Taylor Brown Library (Edinburgh).  

Ref: Barbier IV, 1338; Adams P-390; VD 16, C 6433. 

 

The first collective satirical contribution to the Reformation: over 100 antipapistic and anticlerical 

satires in verse, prose, and dialogue. The most remarkable contribution is Hutten's 'Trias romana' (p. 192-

270), followed by 'Trias romana germanice', furthermore a number of Hutten's epigrams. Other 

contributions are by Erasmus ('Julius exclusus'), Conrad Celtes, Thomas More, Fischart and by the editor 

Curio ('Pasquillus extaticus et marphorius', 'Pasquillus theologaster'). - Barbier IV, 1338; Adams P-390; 

VD 16, C 6433. - 

 

 

EARLY ILLUSTRATED EDITION OF DANTE  

 

92.  DANTE ALIGHIERI.    Opere del diuino 

poeta Danthe con suoi comenti : recorrecti et 

con ogne diligentia nouamente in littera 

cursiua impresse. In Bibliotheca S. B. Impressa 

in Venetia : Per Miser Bernardino stagnino da 

Trino de monferra., Del .M. CCCCC. XX. (1520) 

A. di XXVIII. Marzo.     Title printed in red within 

ornamental borders in black. Printers’ device on 

last leaf. Text surrounded by commentary. 

Woodcut illustrations and initials throughout 

printed marginalia. 8vo (210 x 150 mm. 18th 

century full calf binding. [12] leaves (of 

introduction) and 441 pages of text.  

$ 4,750.- 

 

 

 

 

A famous and rare edition of Dante’s Divine Comedy, divided into three parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and 

Paradiso. Leaves 187–190, replaced in a later handwriting (18th century) Some staining to lower corner, 

most notably 75-108, 180-210, generally clean. See pictures. 
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This edition features one full-page woodcut illustration and ninety-eight woodcut prints introducing 

each canto (the pages that are missing and replaced, don’t contain an illustration). The full-page 

woodcut illustration is a simultaneous representation of events from the first canto: Dante in the woods; 

Dante beset by the three beasts, specifically, the leopard, symbol of worldly pleasure, the lion, symbol 

of pride, and the she-wolf, symbol of avarice; and Dante and Virgil.  

 

The volume’s printer, Bernardino Stagnino (meaning “tinsmith”) da Trino, released three editions of the 

Divine Comedy in 1512, 1520, and 1536. Stagnino’s significant contribution was to print the text edited by 

Pietro Bembo together with Landino’s commentary, the same commentary that enriches the renowned 

1481 copy of the Divine Comedy illustrated by Filippo Brunelleschi. The printer Stagnino belonged to 

the distinguished Giolito de Ferrari da Trino family, who were influential professionals in Renaissance 

publishing and printing because of their extensive involvement in the industry. Indeed, they were in 

contact with the powerful Manutius family in Venice, which is where this item was published. 

 

 

ON THE FOUR LAST THINGS DEATH, JUDGMENT, HEAVEN, AND HELL 

 

93. DENISSE, Nicolas.  Divinis humanisque dignum conspectibus preclarissimum opus super 

quattuo novissimis, cui Speculum mortalium titulus prefertur, a reverendo patre magistro 

Nicolao Denisse,... editum... impensis honesti viri Francisci Regnault Parisius ad divi Claudii 

edes commorantis impressioni traditum, [Paris, Regnault, 1507].   8vo (13,5 x 9 cm), [128] f. [sign. 

A-Q 8], text in two columns. Printers mark on the last leaf. Unremarkable 18th century binding 

(worn). Capitals coloured in yellow. Printed in Paris for François Regnault, probably printed 

with the typographical material of Jean Seurre. USTC 182762 lists four copies worldwide.                                                         

                                                                      

                                                            $ 2,500.-  
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ONE OF THE RAREST BOTANY BOOKS OF 

16
TH

 CENTURY, 

 

94.  (EURICIUS CORDUS)   Euricij Cordi 

Simesusi medici Botanologicon. 

Coloniae : Apud Ioannem Gymnicum, 

anno D M XXXIIII. [i.e. MDXXXIIII], 1534. 

183, [12]. Contemporary vellum. 8vo. 

Corners bumped, binding stained. 

BOUND WITH BRASAVOLA, ANTONIO 

MUSA. Examen omnium Simplicium 

medicamentorum, quorum in officinis 

usus est. Addita sunt insuper Aristotelis 

Problemata, quae ad stirpium genus, 

[12], 542, [8].  1537. 

$ 8,500.-  

 

 

 

The Botanologicon is generally considered to be the first attempt at a scientific systematization of 

plants. First edition of one of the most important and rare botanical books of the 16th century; Cordus 

devoted himself to botany, laid out a botanical garden, and was the first German university professor to 

organize excursions for studying plants.  Antonio Musa Brassavola was a famous Italian physician, now 

for his treatment of syphilis. 

 

A fine copy. Last copy in rare book hub, 1939!  

 

 

RARE PAPAL EXCOMMUNICATION BROADSIDE AGAINST THE HOUSE OF ESTE  

 

95. [EXCOMMUNICATION]  CLEMENS, Papa VIII.  Sanctissimi D.N.D. Clementis divina 

providentia Papae VIII. declaratio & promulgatio maioris excommunicationis, anathematis et 

maledictionis, aliarumque censurarum, & poenarum contra Caesarem Estensem 

Romae,  Romae: apud impressores Camerales, 1597.       57 x  43 cm.,  3 double folio sheets printed 

on rectos; foxing, old folds, some small holes losses along fold and seal on third sheet.  

 

$ 5,500.- 

 

A papal excommunication in the original broadside form. In 1597, Pope Clement VIII (1592-1605) 

claimed direct rule over Ferrara., when the Este dynasty failed to produce a male heir. While the weight 

of succession and title properly fell to Duke Cesare d'Este (1562-1628), despite being the illegitimate son 

of Alfonso d'Este, the Pope quickly stuck with the ultimate spiritual weapon of excommunication, 

forcing Cesare d'Este to renounce his claims.  Power in Ferrara passed from the Estes to the Holy See.  
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There are printed version in book form of this excommunication too but the so called “manifesto ; 

atlantico” is only preserved in the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana in Rome. 

 

 

 

THE FIRST ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF FOURQUEVAUX'S INSTRUCTIONS SUR LE FAICT DE LA GUERRE 

 

96. FOURQUEVAUX, Raimond de Beccarie de 

Pavie, baron de.   Instructions for the warres. 

Amply, learnedly, and politiquely, discoursing the 

method of militarie discipline.  London, Printed 

[by Thomas Orwin], for Thomas Man, and Tobie 

Cooke, 1589.     Small 4to., a wide-margined copy 

19.5 x 14 cm.  10 p. L., 312 p. ill., folded diagram. 

ESTC states that the author of this work is actually 

Raimond de Beccarie de Pavie baron de 

Fourquevaux and not William de Bellay as stated 

on the title page... bound with ... Paul Ive; Thomas 

Orwin; Thomas Man; Toby Cooke. The practise of 

fortification: wherein is shewed the manner of 

fortifying in all sorts of scituations, with the 

considerations to be used in delining, and making 

of royal frontiers, skonces, and renforcing of ould 

walled townes. Imprinted at London, By T. Orwin, 

for T. Man, and T. Cooke, 1589.   [2]  40 p. ill. folded 
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diagram.   2 vols in 1; both parts complete in all respects with both very rare fold-out plates 

present. 

                                                                                                                               $ 12,000.- 

 

Binding: Contemporary limp vellum with remnants of string ties, endpapers of binder's waste from a 

16th century medical text; internally, some toning, a folded corner, minor foxing, generally a fine copy. 

 

Provenance:  I] According to later pencil notes, this is Sir William Temple's copy, the famed diplomat 

who negotiated the marriage (1677) of William of Orange to Princess Mary of England with his signature 

to t.p.  II)] The Penrose copy with the bookplate of Republican senator Boise Penrose (1860–1921) to the 

front pastedown and  Boise Penrose II, the great Americana collector, with his bookplate to rear 

pastedown. III] Purchased at the Penrose sale in 1971 by Sir William Stirling-Maxwell. Extremely Rare in 

Commerce; besides this copy, and a defective copy without plates (Bloomsbury, 2010), no other 

complete copy has appeared at auction in over 50 years. 

 

This is the first English translation of Fourquevaux's Instructions sur le faict de la guerre (1548).  

Fourquevaux's influential work was the first systematic handbook for military commanders. It aimed to 

combat the disfunction and ineffectiveness of the French forces, in a parallel manner to Baron von 

Steuben's reform of the American army. Although other military works in English appeared earlier, 

these often were just reverential compilations of classical sources such as Vegetius.   As a practical work, 

the Instructions for the warres is more properly the first English translation of the first real modern field 

manual.   

 

The second work, Ive's The practise of fortification, is the earliest known treatise on fortification in 

English. Ive's work also ties one England's greatest playwrights, Christopher Marlowe, to Elizabeth's 

intelligence apparatus and the circle of  Sir Francis Walsingham, her famous spymaster.   It is a little 

known fact that passages from Tamburlaine, that "Scourge of God",  and one of the first popular 

successes of London's stage, were lifted almost verbatim from Ive's Practise of Fortification.   While that 

is indeed fascinating in and of itself from the perspective of permissive appropriation - if not outright 

plagiarism - in one of  the great milestones in English literature, it provides even more fascinating insight 

into Marlowe as a man and not just a literary figure. 

 

Tamburlaine dates from 1587, approximately two years before the publication of Ive's treatise.  As such, 

Marlowe had access to the manuscript, which as "Chris Nicholl" so elegantly put it," places him 

"somewhere where Ive's manuscript is available, and that somewhere is, almost certainly, the purlieus 

of the Walsingham intelligence service." (See: Stephenson, Charles.  'Servant to The King for His 

Fortifications:' Paul Ive and The Practise of Fortification. ) 
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                                                                                   A GREAT RARITY OF MUSICAL NOTATION 

 

97.  GUIDETTI, Giovanni   Directorium Chori ad usum S. 

Basilicae Vaticanae, & aliarum Cathedralium.  Rome, 1581. 

(16), 573 pp. 8vo.,  title page shaved at bottom. Binding 

contemporary red goatskin and gilt, loss to foot of spine. 

                                 

$ 4,250. - 

 

"FIRST EDITION of great rarity. This is one of the most 

important books for the history of church music, specifically 

with respect to chant notation Giovanni Guidetti wad chaplain 

to Gregory XIII.  Of special interest is also that this is one of the 

few books printed by Robert Granjon at Rome. He was the son 

of the famous Paris printer of the same name, a printer in his 

own right, who established himself finally at Lyon. In Italy he 

designed among others the famous oriental types for the 

Cardinal de Medici. “ The title page displays the pontifical arms 

— the winged dragon of Gregory XIII — figure as a title 

vignette: an honor Granjon shared with printers D. Basa and F. 

Zanetti. 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE HOUSE, MEMORY PALACE 

 

98.   GRAPALDI, Francesco Mario.   De partibus aedium cum additamentis. Parma. Franciscus 

Vgoletus Parmensis impressit, 1506,   4to (195 x 146 mm). [xvi] 157 [ie 147] [1] cards. Large 

woodcut initials. Contemporary leather binding and wooden laths, detached from the book 

block. Restoration of the title page and subsequent papers to the margin of the first two leaves 

with some loss of text.                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,250.-  

 

The De partibus ædium or “On the parts of the house” is a book describing the objects and structures 

which can be found in all the rooms of a great house:  the kitchen, library, aviary, stable and nursery. 

The book is the painstaking catalogue of the surroundings and objects of domestic life. The book is 

presented according to the “memory palace” principle, a technique that had already been used in some 

medieval lexicons of objects of daily life: in a way the vocabulary list is introduced as one walks mentally 

from room to room through the house, in which one describes in detail the name and the function of 

each object or element one comes across (dishware, utensiles, wall coverings, furnishings, vegetables, 

flowers and animals in the garden or the stables, foodstuffs…), while embellishing it with quotations 

from antique authors. This pedagogical procedure, to be taken up and perfected in the middle of the 16th 

century by Giullio Camillo, aimed at facilitating memorization. Here it offers Grapaldo a handy means 

of classification, allowing him to digress and be comprehensive at the same time.  
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DEVOTIO MODERNA, ONLY ONE OTHER COPY KNOWN 

 

99.  HOMBERCH, Hendrik Eckert van.   Hier 

beghint een seer devoet boecxken ghenoempt Sinte 

Franciscus soutere.    Antwerpen bi mi Henric Eckert 

van Homborch [c.1510]. 8mo. (140 mm x 120 mm) 

Late 19th-century binding. 108 leaves, a-m8, n4. 3 

repeated woodcuts of St. Francis showing his 

stigmata (incl. one woodcut within decorated 

borders) and a full-p. woodcut of the Mass of St. 

Gregory.                                                                                     

                                                                                $ 5,800.- 

 

The souter is the Dutch word for Psalter. The Sinte 

Franciscus Souter is a treatise in three parts, translated 

from Latin within the Devotio moderna movement: the 

first part focuses on the Creator, the second on the 

Saviour. The work seems to have been particularly popular 

between 1500 and 1540, as it was printed several times 

during this period. 

 

In Leiden and Amsterdam, the approximate date given is between 1510 and 1540. This copy is also 

undated. The date of our copy is dated based on the date given by the Museum Plantin Moretus. To our 

knowledge the only other copy known.  https://anet.be/record/opacmpm/c:lvd:6898657/N 

 

 

THE FIRST NATURAL HISTORY ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

 

100. [H]ORTUS SANITATIS. De Herbis et Plantis, de 

Animalibus et Reptilibus, de Avibus et Volatilibus, de 

Piscibus et Natatilibus, de Lapidibus et in terre venis 

nascentibus, de Urinis et earum speciebus. [Strassburg: 

Reinhard Beck] 1517.   .Small  folio   (300 x 200 m). 19th 

century paste-paper of boards with leather spine. Missing 

for leaves, three from the Herbis, OII, VIII, EV, one from 

the Animalibus O6. Some leaves mis-bound. Margins a bit 

short, but no loss of text. Otherwise a good clean copy. We 

could supply the missing leaves in professional made 

facsimile at cost.  

 

$ 15,000.- 
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Title within woodcut border printed in red and black, and over 1600 woodcut 

illustrations in text of plants, animals, minerals. An encyclopaedia of medieval beliefs 

and the first natural history encyclopaedia. Since God had created the natural world 

to be of use to humanity, animals and plants were there to provide cures for diseases. 

So therefore, the book is entitled Hortus Sanitatis, ‘The garden of health’. The Ortus 

Sanitatis describes species in the natural world, from plants, to animals and minerals, 

along with their medicinal applications (the operationes). It was also a world filled 

with wonder and belief in extraordinary creatures. Mythical creatures are included, 

and the pages are filled with creatures such as the phoenix, dragon, mermaid and 

other monsters. The work includes tracts on medicinal plants, animals, birds, fish; 

mining and gemstones; and a work on the analysis of urine. This last tract is illustrated 

by a woodcut showing medical men examining phials of urine in a shop.  

 

The book divided into several 

sections: De herbis et plantis – 

dealing with plants and their 

medicinal properties, De 

animalibus et reptilibus – animals 

and reptiles. De avibus – addresses 

birds and flying animals, De 

piscibus et natatilibus – aquatic 

animals, De lapidibus – discusses 

stones. De urinis et earum 

generibus – involves urine and its 

type. We also offer the incunabula 

edition of 1497.  

 

 

 

 

THIRD COPY KNOW OF AN ILLUSTRATED FRENCH MISSAL  

 

101. HUGUETAN, Jean.   Missale ad usum Lugdunensum ecclesia ad longum peroptime 

ordinatum ac castigatum  Lyon, Claude Davost venundantur Jean Huguetan, [1510]. Quarto (23 

mm x 155 mm). 19th century buckram binding. With 2 columns. [10]-1-207 (misnumbered 205). 

 

$ 9,500.- 

 

USTC lists two copies, France Bibliothèque municipale Lyon and Toulouse, France Médiathèque José 

Cabanis. Andrew Pettegree, Malcolm Walsby and Alexander Wilkinson FB: French Vernacular Books, Books 

published in the French language before 1601 Reference: 68115 Vague water staining on a few pages, only 

pronounced on some, for leaves are a little shorter in margin.  
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Adorned with 13 full page woodcuts with elaborate borders. Historiated initials throughout. These are 

the same vignettes as the missal for the use of Rome, printed in 1508 by Claude Davost for Etienne 

Gueynard who lent his woodcuts designed by Guillaume Leroy. Canon part with musical score. 

 

 

FIRST TEXT PRINTED IN AMERICA 

 

102.  JOHANNES CLIMACUS.    Scala spiritualis, Impressu[m] 

in regali ciuitate Toletana], 1505. [4], 150 leaves. 4to. 

Contemporary vellum, seminary stamp on title page, beautiful 

wide margined copy.                               

                                                                                             $ 4,500.- 

 

The author of this “Ladder of Paradise” was a Greek Ascetic who 

became abbot of Mount Sinai about 600.  This is the first Latin 

edition published in Spain, preceded by a Spanish translation of 

1504. The fine woodcut on the title represents St. Ildefonso receiving 

the casula at the hands of the Virgin, surmounted by a cross and 

crowned with a cardinal’s hat. 

 

 

Of highest interest is the fact that this text was chosen to be the 

FIRST BOOK PRINTED IN AMERICA: Mexico, Juan Pablos, 1532, of which no copy or even fragment has 

survived. (See Garcia Icazbalceta, Bibliogr. Mex., p. 28).  A FINE COPY of an extremely rare book, we 

located 10 copies worldwide through OCLC. 
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ROMAN HISTORY 

 

103.  JUSTINUS, marcus junianus.  Trogi Pompei externae historiae in 

compendium ab Justino redactae. Venice: House of Aldus and Andrea of 

Asola, January 1522.   204 leaves. Small 8vo., 15 x 9 cm., 18th-century vellum 

boards with morocco lettering piece, spine a bit darkened, last leaf 

reinforced obscuring final printer's device. Ex-libris of the well known 

San Francisco lawyer Otto Sutra  

$ 2,250.- 

 

Roman Pompeius Trogus'  Universal History, unusual amongst Latin authors in 

putting more emphasis on external history than on Roman history. Its full form 

did not survive but 3rd century writer Marcus Justinus presented this redacted 

form which was was much read in the Middle Ages  

 

 

 

A RARE DEVOTIONAL TEXT, CONNECTED TO DUTCH MYSTICISM 

 

104.  LANDSBERG, John of.   Eenen spiegel der volcomenheyt: Hoe dat een mensche doer sijns 

selfs utyen/ verloochenen/ ende sterven/ hen tot God keeren/ ende sijnre herten reynicheyt/ 

ende vereeninge (...) Gemaect doer die Carthuyseren te Coelen. Antw., Simon Cock, n.d. 

(±1525), (1),XCIX leaves. Title printed in red and black w. woodcut borders, later roan, small 8vo 

(130 x 195 mm).  Faint water stain throughout, margins cut short. Binding worn. World 

catalogue lists 6 copies, only in the Netherlands. A book of the utmost rarity.                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,700.- 

 

John of Landsberg (1489-1539), who was born in Bavaria, studied theology at Cologne, and then entered 

the St.Barbara Charterhouse in 1509. The Carthusian men in the charterhouse in Cologne contributed 

to a new kind of medieval mysticism that found a new home in the Low Countries, one in which the 

Carthusians at Cologne and the community of Augustinian canonesses at St. Agnes at Arnhem formed 

two important foci. The writings of Landsberg on the sacred heart that exhorts every believer to take 

the heart as an object of special love, veneration and imitation, laid down and explained so clearly the 

principles upon which that devotion is grounded, that it paved the way for Saint Margaret Mary 

Alacoque and her mission. To him we also owe the first Latin edition (Cologne, 1536) of the "Revelations 

of Saint Gertrude". 

 

This book is a Dutch translation of Lanspergius’ Speculum christianae perfectionis, the text is divided 

into 33 chapters. It wants to teach the reader what virtues the Christian must need. The author claims 

to have written this tract because most Christians are too preoccupied with self-love and self-will. 

According to Lanspergius, man can form his existence in three ways: there is the homo bestialis, which 

only lives for the five senses, the homo rationalis, who can judge good and evil, and the homo deiformis, 

the soul that tends to the highest good. Men’s capability of love takes centre stage not our free will. 
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ONE OF THE FIRST FEMINISTS WORKS PUBLISHED 

 

105. LE ROY, Francois.  Le Livre de la femme forte et 

vertueuse : declaratif du cantique de Salomon es proverbes 

au chapitre qui se comme[n] ce Muliere[m] fortem quis 

inveniet, la quelle expositio[n] est extraicte de plusieurs 

excelle[n]s docteurs utile et prouffitable a personnes 

religieuses et autres gens de devocio[n]. Paris, J.Petit. 1517. 

8vo. A-V8 x-z8 a-i8 k4 (K4 blank), Gorgeous  red morocco 

French binding beginning (20th century), tooled, edges gild. 

An immaculate copy. One tear to the title repaired. 

$ 16,000.- 

 

Described as one of the first feminist work published. Francois 

Le Roy, belonged  to the Order of Fontrevault. Writing in the 

vernacular rather than in Latin, the author testifies that women 

can do anything they set out to do in the service of Jesus Christ. 

Founded  in 1100, the  order  included  men  and  women  who  

dedicated  themselves to labor, prayer and an ascetic life. The woman lived by themselves in silence, 

except when their work required contact with the world  outside. Abbesses  administered  the  convent 

with unusual autonomy. Le Roy was obviously familiar with the work  of  the  sisters who ran a 120-bed 

leper hospital and a rehabilitation program  for  "fallen" women. Drawing on their example he advises 

lay women to gain  self-reliance  and practical  knowledge  in running a family,  a business,  or planting 

a vineyard, encouraging them to take  on hardships because  their  strength  will  grow  with  their  will  

grow  with  their faith  in  God  and  their  dedication  to  serving  mankind.   

 

Bechtel L-220. USTC  14573 lists the following copies: Berkeley, London, Metz, Paris, Sevilla. There are 

two editions of this text. The 1501 edition printed by Vostre (Bechtel L-218) is found in  Liverpool and 

Jerusalem. Cornell has the Regnault edition 1501/1540. Ours is not the Arenberg copy but the one sold 

by Binoche as a PRECIEUX EXEMPLAIRE DANS UNE RELIURE EN MAROQUIN ORNE AU DOS D'UN 

FER A L'OISEAU. La dentelle intérieure évoque les décors à la grotesque de Padeloup.(cf. Renouard, 

n°919). 

 

 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

 

106. (LUTHER, Martin) Von den Jüden und iren Lügen, Zum andernmal Gedruckt vnd mehr 

dazu gethan.Wittemberg Lufft 1543.   128 pages. 8vo. 18.5 cm. Bound in a 15th century leaf. 17th 

century inscription on the inside board. This is Panzer 3425. This work is printed in the same 

year as the first edition but enlarged, as the title indicates. Title page lower margin cut. Else 

good.  

$ 7,500.-  
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Martin Luther grew during his life increasingly hostile towards the Jews following their refusal to accept 

his religious reformations.  

 

In the present work, the most virulent of Luther's anti-Semitic attacks, he subjects the Jews to a torrent 

of vile abuse. His practical suggestions range from forced labour to outright banishment: "First, their 

synagogues should be set on fire and whatever does not burn up should be covered over with dirt so 

that no one may ever be ab to see a cinder or stone of it. Secondly, their homes should likewise be broken 

down and destroyed. And this ought be done for the honour of God and of Christianity in order that 

God may see that we are Christians and that we have not wittingly tolerated or approved of such public 

lying, cursing and blaspheming." Due to Luther's vituperative anti-Jewish polemics, the Lutheran church 

retained all the superstitious abhorrence of the Jews inherited from the medieval Catholic church. On 

Luther's conception of the Jews in this work, see J. Trachtenberg, The Devil and the Jews- The Medieval 

Conception of the Jew and its Relation to Modern Anti-Semitism (1983) p.183,  

 

 

WOMEN IN RENAISSANCE FRANCE 

 

107.  MARCONVILLE, Jean de.   De la bonte et mavvaistie des femmes. Paris, 1571. 8vo. 76 pp. 

Old vellum.                                                                  

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,000.- 

 

Jean de Marconville, a humanist vulgarizer of classical texts, produced a substantial treatise on women. 

His text consists of a compilation of exempla, past and present. The first part is dedicated to the 

"positive" aspects of women (Joan of Arc and some women writers like Christine de Pisan, Helisenne 

Crene, etc.) and the second to their "negative" aspects (Sappho, Messalina, witches and poisoners , etc). 
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Marconville also contrasts their behavior with that of men. See: The Ideas of Man and Woman in 

Renaissance France: Print, Rhetoric, and Law, p. 148. Adams, H.M. Catalogue of books printed on the 

continent of Europe, 1501-1600, in Cambridge libraries, M549 Folger bibliographic ID: 197988. 

 

 

EXTREMELY RARE MINIATURE ELIZABETHAN BIBLE 

 

108.  [MINIATURE BIBLE] New Testament (The) of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Faithfully translated out of Greeke. Imprinted at 

London : by the Deputies of Christopher Barker, printer to the 

Queens most excellent Maiestie, Anno 1591.   32⁰ in 8’s., 76mm. 

by 49mm.   Early calf, tooled in blind.  Silver corner bosses and 

center clasp with initials RT to back of clasp.  Provenance: 

Woman's ownership with contemporary signature of Mary 

Nash to title page.   18th century ex-libris, likely Thurston of 

Hoxne Abbey, Suffolk with crest of a stork and motto: Esse 

quam videri. Internally, some toning, but generally a 

remarkable specimen, some passages with simple 

underscoring in a contemporary hand. 

$ 45,000.- 

 

This is the very first printing of the New Testament in miniature format in England. A remarkable feat 

with the type and spacing each only 1 mm to accommodate the text in such a small format.  The book 

was reprinted the following year and again in 1593.   ESTC records only 3 copies; British Library, 

University of Iowa and State Library of South Australia.  The only copy in commerce appears to have 

been sold at Sotheby’s in 1986 for GBP 9,900. 
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The question of why this miniature bible was printed provides some fascinating avenues for scholarly 

research.  Miniature bibles could have been conceived for private devotion or perhaps for travel or 

women, as the provenance on this copy suggests.  However, this particular printing may also have been 

spurred on by the legal disputes between John Legate, printer to Cambridge University, and Christopher 

Barker, who had held an exclusive patent to print the  Bible.  Legate encroached on the patent in 1591 

by printing the whole Geneva Bible in a compact octavo  (STC 2155) as well as an undated 32 mo. edition 

(STC 2889) "Barker protested vigorously to the Privy Council. The letter of June 1591 from the Vice-

Chancellor and Heads of Cambridge University to Lord Burghley pleading Legate's case provides an 

entirely unique, precise reference to an Elizabethan printer's intended market: 'The suit ... is so 

prejudicial to the poor man ... it could not but tend to his utter undoing..."   Barker  may have trying to 

undercut those arguments, by printing a poor man's  bible that could  evade the  restrictions of the 

Stationers' Company, whereby the minimum allowable price for a book was set  according to the size of 

the type (an octavo edition ran 3 shillings) 

 

(See : Taylor, Greg  and Lavagnino, John.  Thomas Middleton and Early Modern Textual Culture, 2007. 

p. 204) 

 

 

SAMMELBAND WITH A VERY RARE GREEK GRAMMAR AND THE 

LUTHERAN STANCE ON COPERNICUS  

 

109.  (NEANDER, Michael)  GRAECAE LINGUA 

EROTEMATA  cum Praefatione  Philippi Melanchtonis. 

Basel: Joannem Oporinum., 1556),  8vo. 237,(3)pp. With the 

final blank leaf .BOUND  WITH: Neander, Michael. 

GRAECAE LINGUAE TABULAE... Eiusdem M. Neandri 

Orationes Duae... Basel: Joannem Oporinum. (1553). 2 parts 

in 1. (16),96;108 ,(4)pp. With the final blank. BOUND WITH: 

Melanchthon, Philipp. DOCTRINA PHYSICAE ELEMENTA, 

Sive Initia, Dictata in Academia Vuitebergensi... Basel: 

Joannem Oporinum. (1550). (20),336,(32)pp. Index. 

Complete with the final leaf of colophon.   

$ 6,500.- 

 

Book 1. The second edition (the first is 1553) of this popular Greek grammar. VERY RARE; OCLC ecords 

only records 1 copy.  

Book 2.  The first edition of another Greek grammatical study; 8 copies in OCLC. 

Book 3:  Very Rare second edition of this early scientific study of the physical world. It first appeared in 

1549 under the title, "Initia Doctrinae Physicae."  This is the second edition.  

 

The three works are bound together in original blind tooled panelled calf with the initials "M. W." and 

date "1556" stamped on the front cover. The binding is  worn, textbook with slight lean the front hinge 

is cracked but holding well, spine extremities a bit chipped. Front free endpaper lacking. Some early 

marginal notes; third work with occasional light damp stains. 
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Despite the rarity of the Greek grammar and grammatical 

study, it is the third book in this sammelband that is of the 

greatest interest. The work was a textbook of natural 

philosophy comprised of a collection of lectures on physics 

and astronomy that Melanchthon delivered at the University 

of Wittenberg and was printed a mere six years after Nicholas 

Copernicus changed the scientific world by publishing De 

revolutionibus orbium coelestium.  This was the first time 

that a heliocentric model had seriously been considered, and 

publicised, and a resulted in a slew of opinions on how the 

universe may worked. One such place that these debates 

existed was the University of Wittenberg which was home to 

many astronomers, astrologists and mathematicians, 

including  Erasmus Reinhold, Philip Melanchthon, Caspar 

Peucer, Georg Rheticus, and Albrecht Hohenzollern. 

The  so-called Wittenberg Interpretation fostered an 

acceptance of the heliocentric model and played a part in 

ushering in the Scientific Revolution. 

Melenchthon's stance on Copernicus contained in these 

lectures is of great importance given his immense 

influence.  It is also noteworthy how his views and 

acceptance quickly softened  between the first edition of 1549 

and this subsequent second edition of 1550. 

 

"His lectures on physics and astronomy, first published at Wittenberg in 1549 (although written several 

years earlier), reveal a firm grounding in the original texts of Aristotle and Ptolemy, a clear 

systematization of arguments in support of various claims, but a woeful lack of diagrams. More 

significantly, Melanchthon was hardly a man just entering an age of youthful exuberance when he first 

learned of the Copernican theory through Rheticus' Narratio prima, which was sent to him on February 

15, 1540."   ...."In his published lectures of 1549 he perceives the new theory as an old and absurd "paradox" 

which Aristarchus had once defended and which young students ought to stay away from since it conflicted 

with Scripture.' Further passages clearly argue against the earth's motion from the Aristotelian doctrine of 

simple motion." Contrasted with these views, however, we find evidence of a more positive and 

favourable interpretation. Thus, he praises Copernicus' lunar theory because it is "so beautifully put 

together" (admodum concinna), although he quickly adds that students ought rather to learn the 

Ptolemaic viewpoint. In several places he uses Copernican data for the solar apogee and for the apogees 

of the superior planets.  ... in the second edition of his Initia doctrine physicae, as Emil Wohlwill first 

demonstrated, he tones down the negative allusions to Copernicus.  

 

Ref: Westman , Robert S.  The Melanchthon Circle, Rheticus, and the Wittenberg Interpretation of the 

Copernican Theory Vol. 66, No. 2 (Jun., 1975), pp. 164-193 
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FIRST ASTRONOMICAL HANDBOOK IN GERMAN 1569 

 

110.  RENSBERGER, Nikolaus.    Astronomia Teutsch 

Dergleichen vormals nye in druck außgangen, darinn 

verfast seind vier Bücher ; Im ersten ist ein gründtlicher 

vnterricht, wie man den lauff aller Planeten gar behend 

rechnen, vnd die figur des Himmels anstellen vnd 

auffrichten soll . Nikolaus Renßberger. Gedruckt zu 

Augspurg, durch Mattheum Francken. M.D.LXVIIII. 

Small 4to. 2 x 160 mm,., [11], 382 leaves. Top margin and 

lower outside corner of the title page repaired. Fine 

blind-stamped pigskin binding with clasps. Bookbinder 

P. H, of Nuremberg.      

                                                            $ 4,500.- 

 

 

 

 

Rensberger wrote the first astrological textbook in German, consisting of four parts. It teaches the 

student the calculation of the positions of the Planets and the creation of a birth chart. Rensberger 

explains the meaning and effects of lunar and solar eclipses and revolutions, as well as the interpretation 

of the future years from the horoscope. In contrast to determinism, the mathematician Rensberger takes 

the view that astrology is a divine tool to become a better Christian. The stars enable man to recognize 

the characteristics of every individual and thus to change them for the better through self-knowledge.  

 

 

ALDINA 

 

111. RICHERIUS, Ludovicus Coelius. Sicuti antiquarum 

lectionum commentaries concinnarat olim vindex Ceselius, 

ita nunc eosdem per incuriam interceptos reparavit 

Lodovicus Caelius Rhodiginus . Venice: House of Aldus and 

Andrea of Asola, February 1516.      Title printed in red. [80], 

862, [6] pages, including last leaf, blank except for Aldine 

device on verso.  FOLIO, 3.5 x 20.5 cm, 18th century mottled 

calf, richly gilt spine, some light worming to spine and foot 

of spine bruised, marbled endpapers, old excised bookplate 

with later bookplate partially superimposed, all edges 

handsome mottled, p.6-7 with marginal annotations in an 

early hand, 1 leaf browned. Generally a very handsome 

copy.  Ref: Renouard, page 79(11); Adams R450.  

$ 4,250.-  
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First edition of this famed encyclopaedic of writing of the classical authors, held in the highest esteem 

by Renaissance humanists.   The anthology touches upon law, medicine, and even ancient music.  It is 

depicted to Jean Grolier, the famed book collector and patron of Aldus, who just died the previous year.  

 

 

NOBODY EXPECTS THE SPANISH INQUISITION 

 

112.  ROJAS, Joan de.   Singularia iuris in favorem fidei, 

haeresisque detestationem, Tractatus de Haereticis cum 

L analyticis assertionibus. Et privilegiis Inquisitorum. 

Cum annot. Fr. Pegnae. Adiectis quaestionibus XXV 

coram iudicibus fisci sanctae Inquisitionis controverti 

folitis, authore G. de Quemada. Novissima ed. Venedig, F. 

Ziletti, 1583. [14] 160, 32, 140, 32 pp. Two works in one. 

Contemporary vellum. 4 to (200 x 150 mm). 

                                                                                             $ 2,800.- 

 

Rare handbook for the inquisition, the author came from 

Valencia.  The second work (with separate title page) 

Quemadas 25 Quaestiones, is bound in twice. A quick search 

yielded no copies in the US.  

 

 

CHILDERN LITERATURE: THE WARS BETWEEN THE 

FROGS AND THE MOUSES  

 

113. ROLLENHAGEN, Georg.   Froschmevseler : der 

Frösch vnd Meuse wunderbare Hoffhaltunge ; der 

frölichen, auch zur Weyßheit und Regimenten 

erzogenen Jugend zur anmutigen aber sehr 

nützlichen Leer ... in dreyen Büchern auffs newe mit 

Vleiß beschriebe. Magdeburgk : Andreas Gehn, 1595.    

8vo, 400 unpaginated leaves. With woodcut title 

vignette and 16 woodcut texts. Contemporary green 

limp vellum. (160 x 110 mm).  

$ 2,900.-   

 

The basic act of the frog chatterer is an unintentional 

accident for which the frog prince is to blame. He offers 

the Prince of Mice to show him his kingdom in the pond 

and takes the non-swimmer on his back. When a water 

snake approaches them, the frog dives and the mouse 
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drowns. The horrified companions of the mouse run to the mouse king, who then starts a terrible war 

against the frogs.  

 

Rollenhagen allows numerous problems and questions of his time to flow into his work, for example 

Erasmus von Rotterdam’s lament for peace (querela pacis) or Luther’s attitude towards the peasant war. 

He dedicates the work to Heinrich Rantzau, who at times pursued the idea of a European general peace,  

 

Because of its moral content, the Froschmeuseler quickly became the “children’s book” of the Protestant 

bourgeoisie. Numerous editions appear well into the 19th century, but all of them mutilate and shorten 

the text.  

 

 

GREEK PRINTING, HISTORY OF THE PELOPPONESIAN WAR 

 

114.   THUCYDIDES    Thoukudides meta scholion palaion.../ 

Thucydides cum Scholiis et Antiquis. Basel, Officina Hervagian, 

1540.  Folio, 30 x 20 cm., [24], 225, [3], 178 [i.e. 128], [2] pp. alpha-

beta6, a-z6, A-D6, E8, F8 of 01; -F10 Blankonly] . Text in Greek, title-

page in Greek and Latin. Printer's device on the verso of the final 

leaf.  Early vellum backed papered boards.; some occasional 

marginalia, some edge-toning. 1740 ownership initials to t.p, and 

1876 inscription of Johannes Koehler. Adams T664, VD16 T1114. 
 

$ 3,500.- 
 

An interesting edition of Thucydides prepared by Joachim Camerarius (1500-1574), with an amended 

version of the scholia at the end.  Of typographical note are the inappropriate woodcut initials of "female 

ravishment, sulking satyrs and copulating rabbits"  that demonstrate a disconnect between scholar and 

presswork even at the famed Officina Hervagiana. It is not inconceivable , that the incongruous initials 

were inserted  by a mischievous pressman in the manner of the Huck-Finn open fly frontispiece or so-

called  called modern 'Easter eggs' that programmers insert in code for amusement.                                                                     

 

 

RELATION BETWEEN THE PAPACY AND THE GREEK 

ORTHODOX PATRIACHATE 

 

115.  UGONI, Mattia,    Phamaugustae episcopi: 

libellus de patriarchali praestantia. Brescia, 1510. 8 

vo., 210 x 160 mm. A8 to E8, f4. Attractive 18th century 

block paper binding; internally, some damp staining 

in margins, damage to the margin of the last leaf. 

Very rare. No digital copy available. No copy in the US                                                          

                                                                

$ 2,750.-  
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Destined for an ecclesiastical career, the author undertook his studies in theology and jurisprudence at 

the University of Padua. Between 1483 and 1490 he visited Constantinople where, thanks to his good 

knowledge of Greek, he had contacts with the Greek orthodox patriarch. In 1504 Julius II appointed 

Ugoni bishop of Famagusta, a city on the island of Cyprus  

 

In 1507 he published in Brescia, with the publisher Giovanni Battista Pontano, the Libellus de 

patriarchali praestantia , a treatise dedicated to Marco Corner, titular Latin patriarch of Constantinople 

from 1507. The Latin Patriarchate of Constantinople was an office established as a result of the Fourth 

Crusade and its conquest of Constantinople in 1204. It was a Roman Catholic replacement for the 

Eastern Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. The book deals with the history of the 

hierarchical relationship between the different patriarchal sees, Rome and Constantinople.  

 

The book was reprinted in 1510 by Giovanni Antonio Bresciano near Toscolano Maderno (Brescia) with 

the title Phamaugustæ Episcopi: libellus de Patriarchali præstantia,  It has unusual narrative structure as 

it is written in the form of a dialogue between two characters, the master Phamaugustanus and the 

disciple Bonfilius , the treatise also contains some biographical information on the author's life. 

 

 

A MILESTONE WORK IN HUMAN ANATOMY 

 

116.  VESALIUS, ANDREAS. 1514-1564.    De humani corporis 

fabrica. Venice: Franciscus Francisci and Johannes Criegher, 

1568. 2 parts in one volume.  Small folio, 295 x 210 mm. Large 

woodcut device on title, replete with woodcut anatomical 

illustrations, leaf 2d5 present with figures intact on one sheet 

and not cut-out and superimposed.  Full limp vellum over 

boards, spine handsomely title in a contemporary calligraphic 

hand, Internally,  first blank worn,  some inner marginal 

detachment from textblock at p/ 10/11 but holding strong, some 

occasional upper marginal dampstaining, occasional marginal 

worming, some occasional toning  possibly recased in the 

original binding.  Generally, a handsome and very presentable 

copy in the original binding.           

                                                                                          $12,000.- 

 

 

 

Provenance:  approx. 5 separate early inscriptions to first blank indicating that this copy was used by 

various doctors at a near contemporary Italian medical and surgical institute. Adams V-606; Cushing 

VI.A-4; Harvard Italian 529; Osler 569. 

 

This is the fourth edition of the text and the third illustrated edition, published four years after the death 

of Vesalius.   Cushing makes note that “The new woodcuts for the illustrations, however, were so well 

executed that the engraver might almost have passed for the same person who in Venice at the behest 
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of Vesalius had cut the original blocks for the larger work. It must have been not only an expensive 

undertaking but a venturesome one."  Indeed, in an unusual example of generosity the printer gives 

equal credit on the title page to the Pomeranian engraver Johannes Criegher, without whose artist\ the 

work would not have come to such a successful fruition 

 

An esteemed edition, increasingly scarce in commerce, of a milestone work in human anatomy and the 

history of science 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT PURITAN WORK 

 

117. WATSON, Thomas, 1513-1584.   Holsome and catholyke 

doctryne concerninge the seuen sacramentes of Chrystes Church, 

expedient to be knowen of all men, set forth in maner of shorte 

sermons to bee made to the people, by the reuerend father in God 

Thomas byshop of Lincolne. Anno. 1558. Mense Februarij. Excusum 

Londini : in ædibus Roberti Caly, typographi. Cum priuilegio ad 

imprimendum solum, [the. x. of February. M.D.LVIII. [1558].    Small 

4to., 185 x 130 mm., [4], cxc, [1] leaves ; Signatures: pi⁴ A-I⁸ K¹² L-Z⁸ 

2A⁸(-2A8). In this edition, A1r has catchword: 'working'; last line: 

'onely'. (Note: This is NOT the pirated edition of the same year 

differentiated by the last line on A1r with catchword "it.") Ref: STC 

(2nd ed.), 25112 .  

                                                                                        $ 8,000.- 

 

Thomas Watson was consecrated Bishop of Lincoln on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary on 15 August 1557, by the Archbishop of York in London. He was dismayed at the impoverishment 

of the diocese and set himself to recovering what he could, Watson spent much of his time as Bishop of 

Lincoln travelling the diocese or in London. He was asked to preach at St. Paul's Cross in February 1558 

before another assembly of dignitaries, including the Lord Mayor and aldermen of London, ten bishops, 

and a huge crowd of people. In constant demand, he was now one of the hierarchy's most celebrated 

spokesmen. 

 

Rare at auction. The only copy in the last thirty years made 10.000 GBP (Christies), against an estimate 

of 4000 to 6000 GBP. 

 

 

EXTREMELY RARE WORK OF  ELIZABETHAN MAPMAKING  

 

118.  WORSOP, Edward, author. :A discouerie of sundrie errours and faults daily committed by 

lande-meaters, ignorant of arithmetike and geometrie, to the damage, and preiudice of many 

her Maiesties subiects [electronic resource] : with manifest proofe that none ought to be 

admitted to that function, but the learned practisioners of those sciences: written dialoguewise, 

according to a certaine communication had of that matter. By Edward Worsop, Londoner. Euery 
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one that measureth land by laying head to head, or can take a plat by some geometricall 

instrument, is not to be accounted therfore a sufficient landmeater, except he can also prooue 

his instruments, and measurings, by true geometricall demonstrations. At London : Printed by 

Henrie Middleton for Gregorie Seton, Anno 1582.         :[72 of 76] p. : ill.(woodcuts) A-I⁴ Small 

4to, modern 3/4 calf., with wear,  front board detached.  Last two leaves (K1-2) lacking, however 

these can be, at no charge, be supplied in excellent facsimile; bottom inch of leaf I4 lacking; 

several other lower margins cropped, with occasional loss of a line or half-line. A few leaves 

damp-stained.    EXTREMELY RARE.   ESTC cites 4 copies, and none in RBH   

$ 12,500.-   

 

First Edition of one of the earliest and rarest Tudor surveying books and a  work of major importance 

for the improvement of Elizabethan mapmaking. Burghley, Lord Treasurer from 1572 to his death in 1597, 

had a great  influence on the development of cartography for navigation and encouraged 

mapmaking  for political and military purposes.  It is not surprising that Worsop dedicates the work to 

him, likely to impress upon him the improvements in the art of surveying and the importance of 

correcting errors of practitioners not well versed in geometry and the mathematical 

sciences.    The  Crown was relatively ignorant about its lands and improved accuracy was essential in 

tenant disputes and tax collection,  necessary  to bolster the crown's finances and the poor state of the 

treasury that Elizabeth inherited..  The work is illustrated with simple woodcuts and plain language to 

increase its utility to the common man.  An unusually interesting advertisement directs readers to 

establishments that can supply surveying instruments and tools.  While the book is incomplete, it was a 

utilitarian work and, as such, survives in very few known copies. 
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                                                                                MAGNIFICENT CONTEMPORARY PENWORK VELLUM BINDINGS 

 

119. AGRIPPA von Nettesheim, Heinrich Cornelius.     

Henrici Cornelii Agrippae ab Nettesheym armatae 

militiae equitis aurati, et iuris utriusque ac 

medicinae doctoris, opera: in duos tomos concinne 

digesta, & nunc denuo, sublatis omnibus mendis, in 

[philomousōn] gratiam accuratissime recusa : 

quibus post omnium editiones de novo accessit Ars 

notoria, ut satis indicat catalogus post praefationem 

positus. ugduni : Per Beringos Fratres, 

[approximately 1630]. 2 Volumes. 8 vo., 16.5 x 10 cm.,   

(24, 694, [2] pages, 9 unnumbered leaves of plates 

(chiefly folded); [16], 1156 pages) : illustrations, 

portrait, charts . Note: One of several editions with 

the same, probably fictitious imprint. Cf. Charles G. 

Nauert. Agrippa and the crisis of Renaissance 

thought, p. 336. BM catalogue gives imprint: 

[Strassburg? E. Zetzner?, 1630?].                                                                         

                                                                                                                                 $ 6,500.-  

 

Includes the spurious 4th book of De occulta philosophia, the Ars notoria (by Apollonius of Tyana), and 

other works by various authors. Internally, toned and foxed as almost always given paper quality of the 

spurious editions, later blanks and probably re-cased.   Bindings: Elaborate c. late 18th century vellum 

penwork binding with floral and zoomorphic designs.  Hinges with some slight cracking, but generally 

quite attractive and unusual. 

 

 

17
TH

 CENTURY HARLEQUIN ROMANCE 

 

120.  ANONYMOUS.  La duchesse de Medo.  Nouvelle 

historique & galante.. Duchesse de Medo. Gabriel Quinet. 

Paris 1692.  2 vol.  8vo, (160 x 100 mm). [4] 348 pp, 384 pp. 

Contemporary full calf bindings, somewhat worn, corners 

bumped. Dedicated to Marie Anne de Bourbon, Princess of 

Conty. With a contemporary ownership inscription on the 

flyleaf, Levet, 1699. 

$ 1,500.- 

 

The nouvelle Galante, was a new prolific genre that always 

involved passion and seduction among the highly born, with 

stereotyped character, plots and styles. These ‘novels’ were as 

popular as romantic paperbacks nowadays. ‘There is no climate 
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in the world where love does not make itself felt,’ says the anonymous author to the reader and then 

recommends it to all ladies fine and delicate. The book must have aroused the reader’s passions, with 

two editions in France (Paris & Lyon) and one edition in Dutch. No English translation is known. (Gay 

II, 48) (not in Barber). We located 12 copies of both editions. 

 

 

                                                                             AN ILLUSTRATED RENAISSANCE WORK ON SURVEYING  

 

121.  BARTOLI, Cosimo.    Del modo di misurare le distantie, 

le superficie, i corpi, le piante, le provincie, le prospettive, & 

tutte le altre cose terrene, che possono occorrere à gli 

huomini : secondo le vere regole d'Euclide, et de gli altri più 

lodati scrittorn. Venetia : presso Sebastiano Combi, 1614. 145 

p. [2] leaves. 18th century calf. Rubbed. 8vo. Complete with 

the two tables. 

$ 1,500.- 

 

An important work on surveying, measuring, and drawing on 

perspective. Profusely illustrated with a great variety of measuring 

methods for civil and military purposes. This treatise explains how 

to measure great distances, heights or areas, using geometric 

methods. The author also addresses the problem of perspective 

and geometric projection. The fourth book is dedicated to the 

construction and use of the compass, while in the book V Bartoli 

deals with Euclidean geometry. Finally, in book VI, the author 

studies square roots. 

 

 

THE QUAKER KARL MARX CALLED "A REAL PHENOMENON" 

 

122.  BELLERS, John.   Proposals for Raising a Colledge of Industry of All Useful Trades and 

Husbandry, with Profit for the Rich, a Plentiful Living for the Poor, and a Good Education for 

Youth. Which Will Be Advantage to the Government, by the Increase of the People, and Their 

Riches,.  T. Sowle, 1696.   Small 4to., 2 p. l., 28 p.  second edition ( Library cloth, some browning, 

spine faded,  Ref: Wing B1830; Goldsmiths 3369; Kress 1932.)                          

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,900.- 

 

The name of John Bellers would merit little more than a footnote in the history of education and 

economics were it not for Karl Marx, who otherwise spoke of the "bourgeois economists" with contempt, 

but called this Quaker socialist "a real phenomenon in Political economy." Marx mentions Bellers and 

his writings ten times in the text or notes of Das Kapital and  Bellers is now considered the first educator 

in the Marxist tradition. 
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John Bellers was born  in London  to  Mary Read and Francis Bellers, a wealthy merchant and trader 

originally from Warwickshire.     His Quaker upbringing let him to getting involved at an early age with 

poor and disadvantaged.   In 1685, Bellers contributed to the purchase of 10,000 acres of land in 

Pennsylvania for the resettlement of French Huguenots displaced by the revocation of the Edict of 

Nantes.  The present work presents his early socialist vision of a  mixed agricultural and manufacturing 

settlement which would support the needs of three hundred people, and where children would be 

educated and the infirm cared for.   It was not more utopian literature but rather practical economic 

solution.  

 

Both editions are nearly unobtainable, the second even more. Not in the commerce. 

 

 

THE LADIES CHARITY (ENGLISH BOOKBINDING) 

 

123.  BLAKE, (William).     The Ladies Charity School-

house Roll of Highgate: or A Subscription of many Noble, 

well-disposed Ladies for the easie carrying of it on.      First 

edition, a little worn and dulled, repairs to corners, 8vo, 

(150 mm x 95 mm) [1670]. Drop-head title, 4 engraved 

plates, lacking final blank leaf, some water-staining and 

soiling, short tear to P1, original black morocco, covers 

tooled with an all-over gilt pattern of pointille drawer-

handles and stylised flower tools, decorative gilt panelled 

spine, probably by "The Charity School Binder".   

$ 8,750.-  

 

Appeals for donations, followed by "Silver drops, or, serious 

things" p. 79-292. With the 4 plates, entitled "Father Time", 

"Charity", "Front elevation of the School" and "Butterflies". 

Copies frequently lack one or more plates since they were used 

as receipts and "hung up in the School-house" Wing suggests a 

conjectural date of 1670. However, a later work ’For the promoting and advancing the great designed 

hospital and work-house’ London, [1692?] (ESTC R506776) refers on p.3 to this work as "written some 

twelve years since". Later annotations on the fly leaf. Elisabeth Mussred her Book, given her by the 

Reverend doctor Curling. 1740. 

 

A curious book with a beautiful, possibly important English binding, that deserves proper attention. The 

author set out a scheme for establishing a Charity School at Highgate for the education and maintenance 

of poor, or fatherless children, all born at or near Highgate, Hornsey, or Hampstead; The philanthropic 

projector of this school purchased a house at Highgate (depicted in the book), in the Parish of St. 

Pancras, which had been the residence of the Marquis of Dorchester, and during the first year the school 

was open, about forty poor and fatherless boys were admitted. He was however rather ambitious (for 

selfish reasons?), and included in his scheme the building of a hospital; for Kentish Town, Highgate, and 
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Hampstead were at that time, and for many years after, much visited by Londoners in the summer 

season. 

 

The first part contains copies of letters 

written by him on behalf of the boys, 

addressed to twenty-six noble and 

other ladies, it gives no names and has 

often a lamenting tone, which seems 

rather curious, if you want to get 

something done. Blake even threatens 

the ladies who he writes with the 

outrage of public opinion, if the public 

would see sordid, poor, ragged, half-

starved pupils. Then they would say: 

Were there not good Ladies enough in 

and about London, to maintain a little 

School? a Duce on their Pride, Charity, 

Close hand and Covetousness. Blake 

points out that it would even make the 

Christian religion look bad. He then 

exhorts these ladies to set “the wheel a 

going by giving something this Easter, 

one Whitsuntide or two.” The second 

part consists of Silver Drops which 

emphasises, through quotes of the 

scripture, that charity is a good thing.   

 

The binding is in the style of the Queen's binders. There are however no tools in common with the 

example illustrated by Mirjam Foot in The Book Collector, Spring 1983, nor with the example in Maggs 

cat. 1075 item 75. Probably the binding is by a Charity School Binder. Designed to stimulate donors’ 

generosity. The Folger Shakespeare Library, 1992 exhibited their copy. See: Fine and Historic 

Bookbindings (catalogue entry 6:2) Last auction record 3250 GBP, Forum, London.  

 

 

FIRST EDITION OF A (PURITAN) POLEMIC AGAINST THE ARTIFICIAL ALTERATION OF NATURAL 

HUMAN APPEARANCE 

 

124.  BULWER, John.   Anthropometamorphosis: man transform'd; or, The artificial changeling. 

Historically presented, in the mad and cruel gallantry, foolish bravery, ridiculous beauty, filthy 

finenesse, and loathsome lovelinesse of most nations, fashioning & altering their bodies from 

the mould intended by nature. With a vindication of the regular beauty and honesty of nature. 

And an appendix of the pedigree of the English gallant... London: J. Hardesty, 1650. First edition. 

[24], 24, 45-263, [45] pp., including 2 pp. of ads. Interestingly the ads are for both works 

published and a list of still unpublished manuscripts. ESTC R24242; Not in the trade! Binding: 
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Modern morocco in period style, all edges sprinkled red. Small 8vo., 145 x 85 cm, portrait in 

facsimile, followed by engraved title (present). Although the author's portrait is present in 

facsimile, this is otherwise an attractive copy of the rare first edition.                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,500.- 

 

An early anthropological work. Bulwer attacked the cosmetic, as he 

surveys cultures and populations across the globe to create a 

catalogue of adornment by tattoo and body modification. An entire 

section is devoted to "privy parts" including sex-change. 

Interestingly, it is also one of the first books to mention the 

connections between humans and apes. Bulwer states "I have heard 

to fall, somewhat in earnest, from the mouth of a Philosopher (one 

in points of common beliefe (indeed) too scepticall) that man was 

a meer Artificiall creature, and was at first but a kind of Ape or 

Baboon, who through his industry (by degrees) in time had 

improved his Figure & his Reason up to the perfection of man." 

Here Bulwer was criticizing the Ape-Human Transformations 

mentioned presumably by Thomas Hobbes.  

 

The book is a source for the connections that were made between 

race and gender figure in the Renaissance. Bulwer is critical of any 

adornment, because beauty of the Universe consists ”in things 

perfect and permanent".   See Kim Hall, Things of Darkness: 

Economies of Race and Gender in Early Modern England, 1995 and 

Reichardt · 2004 "Their Faces are Not their Own": Powders, Patches 

and Paint in 17th century Poetry.  

 

 

The work is rare in the first edition, and is more commonly encountered in the illustrated 1653 re-issue. 

The rare 17th century painting showing a black woman with her white companion that sold for over 

300.000 $ showed beauty patches of which Bulwer strongly disapproves. The book would contribute to 

the understanding of the painting.  

 

 

ELIZABETHAN MUSICAL THEORY 

 

125.  BEVIN, Elway.   A briefe and short instruction of the art of musicke, to teach how to make 

discant, of all proportions that are in vse: very necessary for all such as are desirous to attaine 

to knowledge in the art; and may by practice, if they can sing, soone be able to compose three, 

foure, and five parts: and also, to compose all sorts of canons that are usuall, by these directions 

of two or three parts in one, upon the plain-song. Printed by R. Young, at the signe of the Starre 

on Bread-street hill, 1631.  

                                                                                                                              $ 9,500.- 
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Large 8vo (230 mm x 170 mm). 3 leaves, 52 pages of 

sheet music. Rebacked. Original blind stamped calf 

covers, worn, repair to corner of last page, with loss of 

some syllables. Title page stained. Ownership 

inscription on title page. Gilbert, in Postern Row on 

Tower Hill. Another inscription on the flyleaf ‘Alfredo 

Hassal, age 17'. STC S101568 lists only five copies 

worldwide, British Library, Cambridge University 

Fitzwilliam Museum Oxford University, Bodleian 

Library, Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, 

United States, Library of Congress.  

 

Elway Bevin (c.1554-1638) was a Welsh-born organist 

and composer. Briefly a vicar choral at Wells Cathedral, 

in 1585 he was appointed Master of the Choristers at 

Bristol Cathedral. He was sworn a gentleman-

extraordinary of the Chapel Royal on 3 June 1605, and is 

said to have been a pupil of Thomas Tallis. 

 

 

Comprises of a  dedication, introduction, list of consonant and dissonant intervals, examples of different 

proportions, maintaining a point of imitation, two part canons on plain song, canons for four and five 

parts on plainsong, Complex canonic writing up for up to 63 part on plainsongs.  

 

 

ASTRONOMY 

 

126. CASSINI, Jean-Dominique.  Recueil d'observations 

faites en plusieurs voyages par ordre de sa majesté pour 

perfectionner l'astronomie et la géographie, avec divers 

traitez astronomiques – with two maps. Paris, 

L'imprimerie royale, 1693. Contemporay full calf 

binding. Large folio (380 x 255 mm). With two maps. A 

collection of 9 works.                                   

                                                                                      $ 2,750.-  

 

Jean Dominique Cassini (1625-1712) discovered Saturn's 

moons Iapetus, RheaTethys, and Dione. In 1675, Cassini 

discovered that Saturn's rings are separated into two parts by 

a gap. The gap is now called the Cassini Divisionin his honor. 

 

The astronomical tracts by Cassini, largely based on 

observations made by Jean Richer at Cayenne, are  
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augmented by Richer's Observations astronomiques et physiques faites en l'isles de Cayenne, dated 

1679; and Jean Picart's Voyage d'Uraniborg ou Observations astronomiques faites en Dannemarck, 

issued with Philippe de la Hire's Observations sur les costes de France, dated 1680. Cassini had moved 

to Paris at the invitation of Louis XIV in 1669, becoming the first director of the Paris observatory which 

is shown in some vignettes, together with the observatory at Huen. This collection concludes with his 

celebrated tables of the satellites of Jupiter, more exact than the tables of 1668, and frequently relied 

upon by navigators.  

1] De l'origine & du progrés de l'Astronomie, & de son usage dans la Geographie & dans la Navigation, 

par M. Cassini. 43 p. -- 

[2] Observations Astronomiques & Physiques faites en l'Isle de Cayenne, par M. Richer. 1679. 71 p. – Half 

of the first page cut out. 

At cost we can replace in facsimile. 

[3] Voyage d'Uranibourg, par M. Picart. 1680. 92 p. – With map 

[4] Astronomiques faites en divers endroits du Royaume, par M. Cassini. 20 p. 

[5] Les Elémens d'Astronomie verifiez par M. Cassini, par le rapport de ses Tables aux observations de 

M. Richer faites en l'Isle de Cayenne. 1684. 74 p. -- 

[6] Découverte de la lumiere celeste qui paroist dans le zodiaque, par M. Cassini. 1685. 68 p. – [title page 

never bound in] 

[7] Regles d l'Astronomie Indienne pour calculer les mouvemens du Soleil & de la Lune, par M. Cassini. 

1689. 64 p. 

[8-9] Les Hypotheses & les Tables des Satellites de Jupiter, par M. 

Cassini. 52, 106 p. 

 

 

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

 

127.   CAUS (Isaac de).    New and Rare Inventions of Water-Works Shewing the Easiest waies 

to Raise Water higher than the Spring. By which Invention the Perpetual Motion is proposed 

Many hard Labours performd and Varieties of Motions and Sounds Produced … now Translated 

into English by John Leak, printed by Joseph Moxon, 1659. Folio (33 x 21.5 cm). Contemporary 

full calf binding, spine renewed.  Engraved architectural title, 34 pp. 26 numbered engraved 

plates, numerous woodcuts in text, contemporary ownership inscription in ink to front 

endpaper ‘Mr Jn Emerson & L Margaret Lidell’. First edition in English.  

                                                                                                                                                             $ 16,950.- 
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Isaac Caus's text and illustrations were adapted from his uncle or 

father Salomon de Caus's Les raisons des forces mouvantes avec 

diverses machines (Frankfurt 1615), an important work for the 

development of technology and particularly that of the steam engine. 

Isaac de Caus was a pioneer in the construction of life-sized automata, 

several of which are illustrated here. The present treatise also includes 

descriptions of a fire engine, various pumps, several types of musical 

organs, and a sluice. He collaborated with Inigo Jones on the design of 

Wilton House and its gardens. Last copy at auction ours, before that 

1998 Christies. Rare, no copy in the trade. Not in Harvard or Yale, 

Stanford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAREMONT VERSUS TYCHO BRAHE 

 

128.  CHIARAMONTI,   Scipione.    Scipionis Claramontii, 

De sede sublvnari cometarvm opuscula tria, in 

supplementum Anit-Tychonis cedentia. Sunt autem: I. 

Consideratio observationum indicarum cometae ultimi 

anni MDCXVIII à P.P. Iesuitis habitarum Goae & in tractu 

Malabarico. II. Consideratio ac solutio rationum pro 

caelesti cometarum sede, quae post Anti-Tychonem 

prodiêre ... III. Libellus apologeticus..Amstelodami, Apud 

I. Ianssonivm, 1636.   

                                                      $ 8,000.-  

 

Quarto (240 x 200 mm). [4] 220 p. Diagrams in the text. First 

edition. Contemporary cardboard. Corners bumped. Title page partly reinforced with a piece of paper 

on verso. Some damage to the outer margin of the last page. An unsophisticated copy of an extremely 

rare work. No auction records exist and the book is not in the trade. One copy in the US (Princeton).  

 

Just as Galileo sought to interpret the phenomenon of comets in a way which supported Copernican 

heliocentricism, Chiaramonti explained it with the intention of supporting the traditional geocentric 

model. In 1621 he published a work called Antitycho which opposed the argument of Tycho Brahe that 

comets were celestial bodies following an orbit above the Moon. The "Antitycho" was lampooned by 

Galileo and Tycho Brahe.  
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The book offered here, de sede sublunari is a work supplementing his Antitycho, to which Tychonis 

Brahei replied in his Anti-Tychonem, in aciem productus a Ioanne Keplero, [etc.]. Frankfurt 1625. That 

work made $ 38,000.- in 2001.  

 

 

ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF SUNDIALS AND TRIGNOMETRY 

 

129.   COLLINS (John).   Geometricall Dyalling: Or, Dyalling 

performed by a line of chords onely, or by the plain scale. 

Wherein is contained two several methods of inscribing the 

hour-lines in all plains, with substile, stile and meridian, in their 

proper coasts and quantities; being a full explication and 

demonstration of divers difficulties in the works of learned Mr 

Samuel Foster, deceased, late professor of astronomy in 

Gresham College; also a collection of divers things from the 

works of Clavius and others. Editio Princeps. Thomas Johnson 

for Francis Cossinet, 1659, 8vo, [6] 82 pp, engraved frontispiece, 

20 engraved plates, numerous woodcut illustrations in text. 

Contemporary calf. Copies described in auction records speak 

consistently of 19 plates, whereas our has 20.                                             

                                                                                                        $ 5,500.- 

  

One of the rarest and best illustrated 17th-century works in English on mathematics, trigonometry and 

sundials. Collins here describes in detail his new method of trigonometry without the use of a quadrant. 

Plates by Henry Sutton [ca.1624-1665], who was considered one of "the outstanding makers of 

mathematical instruments" of the 17th century (Daumas p. 64). He also collaborated with Collins in 1658 

for "the sector on a quadrant", and the quality of his engraving earned praise a century later when 

Edmund Stone stated that Sutton's work produced "the finest divided instruments in the world". John 

Collins [1625-1683] was a mathematician and a great disseminator of mathematical knowledge who was 

elected as fellow of the Royal Society in1667. He is most known for his extensive correspondence with 

leading scientists and mathematicians such as Giovanni Alfonso Borelli, Gottfried Leibniz, Isaac 

Newton, and John Wallis. His correspondence provides details of many of the discoveries and 

developments made in his time, and shows his activity as an 'intelligencer'. 

 

 

DESCARTES MEDITATIONS ON FIRST PHILOSOPHY, NO COPY IN THE US 

 

130.  DESCARTES, René.    Meditations metaphysiques de René Descartes touchant la premiere 

philosophie. Seconde edition. Reueüe & corrigée par le traducteur ; et augmentée de la version 

d'une lettre de Mr Des-Cartes au R.P. Dinet & de celle des septiesmes objections, & de leurs 

responses. [The "Méditations" are in the translation of L.C. d'Albert, Duke de Luynes, revised 

by Claude Clerselier. The "Lettre de Mr Des-Cartes" and the "Objections et réponses" are in 

Clerselier's translation.].Paris : Henry Le Gras, 1661. Large 8vo (230 x 160 mm). Contemporary 
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calf binding with raised bands, a bit scuffed, some damage to the top of the spine. Corners 

bumped. Stain, with small hole on the left lower margin of the title page. [12], 754. 

                                                                                                                                 $ 1,500.-  

 

The text in the 1661 edition seems to be rare. We did not find a copy in Harvard, Princeton or Yale. Nor 

did world catalogue yield any result for a copy in the US.  Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy, 

published in Latin in 1641, here in the second edition is one of the most widely studied philosophical 

texts of all time, and inaugurates many of the key themes that have remained central to philosophy ever 

since. 

 

 

ALCHEMY 

 

131. DRAPIER, François.   Décisions chymiques, en forme de dialogue, contenant plusieurs 

demandes et réponses sur la préparation des métaux ... Puis après suit, pour la seconde partie, 

un traité de stéganographie ... Pour la troisième partie est ajoutée la méthode de se conserver 

en santé ... Avec un traitté du jugement des songes. Par F. Drapier, ...chrex Edouard Raban, 1650.   

8vo., 14 x 8.5 cm., [8], 110 pp. Modern unsympathetic binding, paste-downs and blanks renewed; 

internally some toning and minor stains, p. 55/6 with small marginal loss just affecting text, last 

errata leaf with lower blank margin loss and re-backed onto modern blank.  

$ 4,500.-  

 

Rare: OCLC records only the BnF and the BL copies. No copy in the national library of Scotland. Not in 

the trade  

 

This is a most curious text, divided into three main parts. The first, a treatise on the transmutation of 

metals, is partially written as a dialog between the ancient alchemical authors Zosimus, Isaac the monk, 

and Blemidas, whose manuscripts are purported to be guarded in the French royal library at 

Fontainebleau. The second, is an interesting tract on steganography discussing the importance and 

utility of encryption or the 'occult writing' to communication between bankers, Kings and their army 

captains, and man and mistress alike. The third, a tract on good health, devotes considerable attention 

to a symbol list on the interpretation of dreams.   

 

The imprint is also a source of bibliographic fascination. Edward Raban, the first printer in Aberdeen, 

was from a Jewish German family. He seems to have finished printing in 1649, and the author of 

Aberdeen's 'Book of Bon Accord' declares him dead in 1649. It seems quite likely this was not the case, 

especially given the coincidence of the year of the King's execution which led to the departure of so 

many loyalists from their native land. Notes and Queries (Oxford University Press, 1861; p. 21) labels 

Raban a likely "malignant" and if so, it is unlikely he would have been permitted to quiet remain and 

continue business. This tract clearly bears the intriguing imprint "A Orange : Chez Edovard Raban, 

imprimeur & libraire de son Altesse, de la ville & université" and is dated 1650 the year after the Raban 

supposedly died in Scotland. Given that OCLC records no other Raban imprints before this date, it does 

not strain credulity that both men are one and the same and that Raban set up shop in France after his 

'disappearance."  
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HANDSOMELY EMBELLISHED GENEVA BIBLE  

 

132. [ENGLISH BIBLE]   The Bible: that is, the 

Holy Scriptures conteined in the Old and New 

Testament. Translated according to the Hebrew 

and Greeke, and conferred with the best 

translations in divers languages .. with..  New 

Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ  Imprinted at 

London : by Robert Barker, printer to the Kings 

most Excellent Maiestie, 1610 [-1611]. Small 4to., 

21.5 x 15 cm.    [4], 190,  127,  [Book of Psalms 

incomplete with approx 9-of 121, [and 8 of 11] 

leaves ; With a colophon which reads: Imprinted 

at London by Robert Barker, printer to the Kings 

most excellent Maiestie. Cum priuilegio Regiæ 

Maiestatis. Anno 1611. Binding: contemporary 

embossed calf, spine renewed, later blanks, a 

few leaves with careful marginal restorations.   

 

$ 7,500.-  

 

 

PROVENANCE: magnificent decorative 

ownership inscriptions to several pages of 

considerable artistic talent. The inner board is 

inscribed "Edward Russell of Banburie oweth this 

Bible ER 1646 " Verso of title with "Edward Russell 

was Borne in Banbury Saturday July the 15 1592 & 

Christned next day" , another entry shows that he 

was alive in 1648, aged 56, when he evidently 

completed the decoration.   The genealogy on the 

verso of the title is particularly interesting and 

notes  a family member  John Vincent, who was 

an early investor in Barbados plantations and 

died on the island.   An additional vignette of 

Mary Roode  states  in 1673 that she was the 

owner of the book. The rear inner board has a 

pasted 1618 engraving of a Portrait Of Edward VI, 

by  Simon Van De Passe, a tribute perhaps to the 

first English monarch to be raised as a 

Protestant.  Generally, one of the most 

handsomely decorated Geneva Bibles we have 

come across. 
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FIRST TREATISE ON INDIAN PUBLIC FINANCE 

 

133.  ESCALONA AGUERO (Gaspar de). Arcae 

limensis. Gazophilatium regium peruvium. 

Folio, Madrid, n.d but 1647. [12], 199 pp. 302 pp. 

29. (last blank missing). Engraved title 

incorporating 22 small portraits representing 

the Indian tribes of the Viceroyalty of Peru 

(supplied from another copy?). Slight damage 

to the title page. Evenly browned. 18th century 

vellum. Back cover damaged.                                                                                

                                                                       $ 6,950.-  

 

The author was born in Riobamba (Ecuador) and 

served in a variety of official posts before being 

appointed judge to the Audiencia of Chile in 1630. 

The Gazophilatium describes the administration of 

Peru from official documents and the author's first-

hand knowledge. According to Sabin, who 

mentions only the imprint of 1675, it is a 

compendium of what was necessary to be known to 

the officers of the Crown, going to South America. 

 

The rarity of the first edition has even led some bibliographers to assume that the second edition of 1675 

was its first appearance. No copies in the trade. 4 complete copies in the US. OCLC lists other copies but 

fails to mention defects (like the Harvard copy, preliminary leaves missing) or lists 1647 while in fact it 

is the 1675 edition.  

 

 

ROMAN AQUADUCTS 

 

134. FABRETTI, Ralphael.  De Aquis et Aquaeductibus 

Veteris Romae ..1680   First edition. 4to (245 x180 mm.). 

contemporary binding later re backed with panelled 

spine, Rome, 1680  Engraved emblematic title vignette, 

3 folding engraved maps, engraved illustrations, some 

full page.  

$ 1,750.-  

 

Aqueduct hunting has been a favourite pastime for visitors 

to Rome since antiquity, although serious study of how the 

Eternal City obtained its water did not begin until the 

seventeenth century. It was Raffaele Fabretti (1619-1700), 

the well-known Italian antiquarian and epigrapher, who 
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began the first systematic research of the Roman aqueduct system. Fabretti's treatise, De aquis et 

aquaeductibus veteris Romae dissertationes tres, is cited as a matter of course by all later scholars working 

in the area of Roman topography. Its findings--while updated and supplemented by more recent 

archaeological efforts--have never been fully superseded. Yet despite its enormous importance and 

impact on scholarly efforts. 

 

The delightful title vignette is a hedgehog. The Ancients believed they stole apples and grapes by rolling 

on them. Some say it is a porcupine but after a little Twitter storm the final verdict was a hedgehog.  The 

prickly little animal was the emblem of the Fabretti family, whose motto, "philois charisasthai echthron 

amynasthai", means roughly be nice to your friends, guard yourself against your enemies!  

 

 

ALCHEMICAL LITERATURE       

 

135.  GUTMAN (Aegidius), Offenbarung gottlicher Mayestat, darinnen angezeygt wird, wie 

Gott der Herr anfanglich sich allen seinen Geschopfen mit Worten und Wercken geoffenbaret. 

Hanau, Desch 1619. 4to. 2 volumes in 1. 20 x 15 cm. [38], 530 pp. [13], 514 pp. [15] ; Contemporary 

vellum. Title in red and black, internally, some general toning.  Ref: STC G 1358. Graesse III, 187: 

"Commentaire sur les 5 premiers vers da la Genese, tres recherche par les alchimistes."  

Ferguson in his Bibliotheca Chemica calls this 1619 first edition "so rare that as much as 100 

ducats has been given for it." 

                                                                                                        $ 3,500.- 

 

Ferguson calls Gutman "a Rosicrucian if not the actual founder of the order." The Offenbarung 

Gottlicher Majestat [The Revelation of Divine Majesty] formally offers an esoteric interpretation of 

Genesis and stresses the spiritual side of alchemy.  It contains ideas found in the manifestos of the 

Rosicrucian’s: that wisdom and knowledge are revealed by God and nature, which make it possible to 

predict the future, undertake transmutations, heal diseases, and see inside the Earth etc.   The first 

recorded mention of the book pre-dates its publication and comes from the alchemist Julius Sperber, 

who had seen it before 1597 'in Swabia'. In May, 1611, Furst August von Anhalt succeeded in obtaining a 

complete copy of the manuscript from Augsburg and became so enthralled with Gutmann's natural 

philosophical commentary, that he immediately considered publishing the book himself and to 

establish a secret printing shop to do so. Nevertheless, the work did not appear in print until March 1619 

in Hanau. 

 

 

COPY OF AN ENGLISH ROYAL PHYSICIAN 

 

136.   HELMONT, Jean Baptiste van [CHARLETON, Walter-trans.]    A ternary of paradoxes. 

The magnetick cure of wounds. Nativity of tartar in wine. Image of God in man. Written 

originally by Joh. Bapt. Van Helmont, and translated, illustrated, and ampliated by Walter 

Charleton, Doctor in physick, and physician to the late King. London: James Flesher for William 

Lee, 1650. [Bound with] Deliramenta catarrhi: or, The incongruities, impossibilities, and 
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absurdities couched under the vulgar opinion of defluxions. The 

author, that great philosopher, by fire, Joh. Bapt. Van Helmont, 

&c. The translator and paraphrast Dr. Charleton, physician to the 

late King. London: E.G. for William Lee, 1650.  ESTC R30770; 

R202434. 

                         $ 1,500.- 

 

4to. 7 x 5 1/2 inches. Contemporary calf.  50 of 52; lacking additional 

engraved t.p.  and portrait (issued in some copies), 147, [1] pp.; [2-title, 

10], 75, [1] pp.  Internally, t.p. chipped, some preliminary leaves starting 

to separate from text block, some general moderate damp staining 

throughout.   

 

 

Provenance:  Copy of Sir George Wakeman (died 1688), English doctor and royal physician to Catherine 

of Braganza, Consort of Charles II of England. " In 1678, on the outbreak of the fabricated Popish Plot, he 

was falsely accused of treason by Titus Oates, who had gained the backing of Thomas Osborne, 1st Earl 

of Danby, the effective head of the English government. Oates accused Wakeman of conspiring to kill 

the King with the help of the Jesuits, and to put his brother James, Duke of York on the throne in his 

place. At his trial in 1679 Wakeman was acquitted, the first sign that the public was beginning to lose 

faith in the reality of the Plot."  His 1667 inscription to verso of rear blank and signature as well as some 

other annotations sparsely throughout. 

 

 

DE MEDICI COAT OF ARMS 

 

137.  JOVE, P.     La vie de Léon dixième Pape, ecrite en Latin par P. 

Jove ... et traduite en François par M. M[ichel D[e] P[ure]. Small 8v 

(150 x 85 mm), Paris 1675.                                         

$ 1,500.-  

 

Armorial binding in red morocco with the coat of arms of the Medici family, 

with five balls and a crown. The book has a connection with the Medici 

family, since it is a biography of Leo X who was born Giovanni de’ Medici.  

 

 

NUMEROLOGY 

 

138.  KIRCHER, Athanasius    Arithmologia sive, De abditis numerorum mysterijs 

qua origo, antiquitas & fabrica numerorum exponitur; abditæ eorundem 

proprietates demonstrantur; fontes superstitionum in amuletorum fabrica 

aperiuntur; denique post Cabalistarum, Arabum, Gnosticorum. Romae : Varesii, 

1665. Quarto (220 x 165 mm). Contemporary vellum, somewhat stained, a crisp 

copy. [8], 301 [4]. With engraved frontispiece.  This work is usually describe as 
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containing three letterpress tables (present), however there should be one more tavola 

(supplied here in modern photocopy).                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,450.- 

 

Arithmologia was concerned with exploring numbers as 

the underlying principle and structure of the universe, 

and as the key to mystic understanding previously 

revealed to patriarchs and philosophers in ancient 

times. The field of arithmology may be understood as 

the intersection of traditional religious numerology and 

contemporary mathematics, drawing on ideas from 

Pythagoras, Gnosticism, and the Kabbala. The work 

discussed the significance of numbers in astrology, 

divination, magic formulas, amulets, seals and symbolic 

matrices. Kircher's purpose, as he declared in the final 

chapter, was to articulate a Christian philosophy of 

number, revealing the hidden harmonies within the 

material world and its connections with the spiritual. 

 

 

 

 

A THEORY OF EVERYTHING 

 

139. KIRCHER, Athanasius. Magnes sive de arte magnetica opus tripartitum. Cologne: Jodocus 

Kalcoven, 1643.   4to (200x 150mm.), 798 pp., [118] additional engraved title-page, some text in 

Greek and Hebrew, profusely illustrated with woodcut illustrations, 29 engraved plates, limp 

contemporary vellum. A pristine copy. 

$ 3,750.- 
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In the mid-17th century, Athanasius Kircher tried to create a unified theory that explained how the world 

fundamentally worked. After years of trying to figure out what made the world work, Kircher believed 

he found the answer—magnetism. He believed it was magnetism that literally held the world together. 

 

The work is divided into three parts: the first on the 

magnet itself; the second on its application 

(encompassing magnetic statics, magnetic 

geometry, magnetic astronomy and magnetic 

natural magic); and the third on such topics as the 

magnetism of the earth and other heavenly bodies, 

the use of the thermometer, natural and artificial 

weather, magnetism of medicines, poisons and 

antidotes, the attractive force of the imagination, 

and the magnetism of music and of love. The 

second edition of this work (Cologne, 1643) had 

significant influence on Otto von Guericke" 

(Norman 1215). NLM/Krivatsy 6399; Sommervogel 

IV, p. 1048. 

 

While the work might not be particularly rare, the condition is. A pristine copy. 

 

 

A FAMOUS ENGLISH COLLECTION OF MEDICAL, 

HERBAL AND ALCHEMICAL RECEIPTS 

 

140.  LUPTON, Thomas    A Thousand Notable 

Things of Sundrie Sortes, whereof some are 

wonderfull, some strange, some pleasant, divers 

necessary, a great sort profitable and many very 

precious. London, Printed by E. ALL-DE for 

N.FOSBROOKE, 1627. Small 4to., 3 preliminary 

leaves, 174 (i.e. 214), [19] pages, 18 cm. Black letter, 

a few woodcut initials, two small perforated 

library stamps, some inner damp staining to last 

leaves, 1 leaf of table with small partial lossy to 

margin just touching text, last table leaf half cut 

and rebacked without loss, some very minor 

lower edge gnawing. Binding: 19th century 

vellum, marbled endpapers, white library 

marking to spine, bookplate, library pocket to 

inner rear board. STC 16960.  

                                                                              $ 2,500.- 
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RARE. The first Ten Books appeared in 1579, the work being a collection of medical, herbal and 

alchemical receipts, etc. It was expanded and all editions are scarce as a utilitarian work that was read 

to pieces. Despite some condition flaws, one of the better copies on the market in many years with RBH 

noting only one copy in the auction records.  

 

 

ALCHEMY 

 

141. (MONTE-SNYDER, Johannes) Reconditorium ac reclusorium opulentiae sapientiaeque 

numinis magni, cui deditur in titulum chymica vannus. Amstelodami : Apud Joannem 

Janssonium à Waesberge, et Elizeum Weyerstraet, Anno 1666.   A pristine copy. 92 [i.e. 292], 76, 

[2] p. (the last blank) : ill. (engravings) ; 8vo (200 x 160 mm). 

$ 7,500.- 

 

The first part is a compilation of writings on Alchemy. The second part, 'Commentatio de Pharmaco 

Catholico' is usually attributed to Monte Snyder and is a translation of his 'Von der universal Medicin'. 

It is said that the work was favoured by Newton.Illustrated with beautiful emblemata of of the planets 

(the other plates are diagramatic). A copy of the book was in Isaac Newton's library, extensively 

annotated by him. Last copy made 6000 € at auction and this is the superior copy.  
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MASTERWORK OF ORIENTAL SCHOLARSHIP, CHINA & SYRIA 

 

142.  MUELLER, Andreas.   Opuscula nonnulla orientalia, 

Frankfurt ad Oderam, 1695. Contemporary blind stamped 

vellum. Large 8vo, 9 parts in 1 vol., first text entirely in Arabic 

characters, other texts in Latin, Arabic and Syrian, general 

title with engraved vignette.  [4] 56, 72, 63, 19,  47, 71, [24], 35, 

36, 46 p.                                                                            

                                                                                                   $ 5,950.-  

 

These are the collected works on China and the Orient by German 

sinologist Andreas Mueller (1630-1694). Nine books in all. 

Including his version, translated into both Arabic and Latin, of 

Banakati's Historia sinensis (which included an important 

account of Chinese printing). It also contains two works relates to Syria, related to the history of the 

Nestorian church, who were missionaries in China.  An early example of thorough oriental scholarship. 

Last and only copy at auction made 5625 GBP at Bonhams.  

 

 

A TREATISE ON TEA. 

 

143. PECHLIN, Johann Nicolaus (1644-1706).   

Theophilus Bibaculus sive de potu theae dialogus. 

Frankfurt: Johann Sebastian Riechel, 1684. Large 

8vo. (180 x 150 mm) Front cover detached. 19th 

century binding. [4] 103 pp.  

 

$ 2,750.-  

 

First edition of Pechlin’s treatise on the medicinal 

properties of tea.  NLM/Krivatsy 8746; Vicaire 668; 

Wellcome IV, 325. Not in the trade. Last copy at 

auction sold for 2150 $ Christies 2016  

 

 

 

COMPLETE COPY OF QUADT'S RARE 1608 ATLAS WITH 87 DOUBLE-PAGE ENGRAVED MAPS 

 

144.  QUADT, Matthias (1557-1613). Fasciculus geographicus complectens praecipuarum totius 

orbis regionum tabulas circiter centum, una cum earundem enarrationibus. Cologne: Johann 

Bussemecher, 1608.    Folio, 27 cm x 19 cm. Contemporary vellum. Third and final edition of 

Matthias Quadt's printed atlas.    Title within engraved architectural border, engraved arms of 

Herman Kran above printed dedication, 87 double-page engraved maps (including an 
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anemographic diagram) engraved by Johann Bussemecher, Heinrich Nagel or Matthias Quadt, 

many incorporating portrait vignettes, mounted on guards; Latin text on verso.                                                

                                                                                                                                $ 15,500.- 

 

This rare edition is the augmented version of Quadt's earlier atlas, the Geographisch Handbuch (1600), 

which contained 82 maps, as well as his Europae totius terrarum orbis partis praestantissimae (1596) 

which contained 67 maps. Six of the maps in this atlas relate to the Americas and Australia/Antarctic.  

Quadt's world map derives from Mercator's planispheric map of 1569, with the addition of the figure of 

Christ and a quote from Cicero at the bottom. South America includes the large western bulge, as shown 

in contemporary maps by Mercator and Ortelius. The mythical islands of Groclant, Thule, Frischlant 

and S. Brandam appear near Greenland. Large Terra Australis Incognita at the bottom of the map, 

predating the voyages of Le Maire and Schouten which identified the route around Cape Horn--with 

only the Straits of Magellan showing. Quadt's work, along with that of Braun and Hogenberg, as well as 

Vopel, raised the reputation of Cologne as a pre-eminent center of cartography.  

 

America maps: 

1.Novi Orbis Pars Borealis Americae, 2. Hispaniae novae, 3. Peruvia id est, 

4. Novi Orbis pars 5 Meridionalis a Praestantissima eius in Occidetem 

Regione sic Appellata. 6. Chica Sive Patagonia et Australis Terra. 7. Polus 

Arcticus sive Tract, Septentrionalis 

 

Condition: Lightly browned throughout, heavy repairs to the title page 

and the page with the armorial. Repair along the fold of the world map; 

India reinforced with paper stripe on the verso side; Germania, splitting 

along the folds; Moravia, with paper repair in the margin; Sueviae, tears 

along the fold; Bavaria, with a 3 cm x 1 cm hole; Graeciae, with paper 

repair in the margin; Moscovia, paper repair to to the corner margin; 

Hungariae paper to the margi; , Polen, paper repair to the margin; Daniae, 
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paper repair to the margin,; Norway, paper repair to margin, Islandia, small split in along the fold, tiny 

loss of the margin,; Novo Orbis, tiny repair to margin,; Terra australis, paper repair, on recto. 

Single maps of the America's appear to sell anywhere between $1000-4000 in the trade. The last copy at 

auction made 33.000 GBP in 2006. In spite of its noted defects, a very rare atlas, made rarer by its 

frequent dismemberment. 

 

 

1700 EXTREMELY RARE SEMINAL WORK ON CHINESE 

CALLIGRAPHY 

 

145. [SEAL SCRIPT]  LIU SHU T'UNG.  A Study of 

Characters formed by the Six Methods 

(Comprehensive glossary of six forms of Chinese 

calligraphy) published during K'ang-hsi era (1662-

1723), 8 ts'e, 10 chuan, 1t'ao. (f1243. M66 Orientalia 

Chinese) Author: Min, Ch'i-chi, complier; Publisher 

Pi, Hung-shu. 

                     $ 8,500.-  

 

5 Parts in modern protective case. 26 x 17.5 cm.; case 34.5 x 23 cm.,  Xylographic printing on Chinese 

paper, wrappers; generally fine but part v with some losses to rear wrapper,   The Parts are labelled in a 

European 19th century hand, (1) Parts II and III;  6 to 16  (2)  Part IV ; 17 to 22,  (3) Part V; 1 to 22, (4) Parts 

6 & 7, 1 to 22,  Parts VIII & IX, 1 to 10.  They old writing may not be accurate (but if so, the set is evidently 

missing a part),  Nevertheless it appears to correspond to the later 1795 copy sold at in the Phillips 

Collection The Library of Philip Robinson Part II The Chinese Collection (1988).   The work appears 

extremely rare in commerce with no other comparable set offer since the Phillips sale. 

 

"This work describes the scripts of the stele inscriptions, seals and other early Chinese scripts. The 

original author was Min Ch'i-chi, a scholar best known for operating a printing press of the Min clan at 

Wuxing (Zhejiang province), according to the Preface in the year "Hsin-ch'ou" during the Emperor 

Shun-chill era (1661), when he was 82 years of age.  According to the Cihai encyclopaedia (1979, p. 787), 

it was once a standard reference work for seal cutters." 

 

The glossary consists of about 5,000 entries of Chinese characters arranged according to the"Hung-wu 

cheng yun" (Ming Emperor Hung-wu system of standard rhyming finals). (See v/ A263.5.H97 Orientalia 

Chinese). Each entry contains up to six forms or types of ancient script styles, including: a. the "chuan 

wen" (seal script) of the Shuo wen, or Shuo Wen chieh tzu (an etymological dictionary authored by Hsu 

Shen of the Han Dynasty, ca. 120 A.D., which contains about 10,000 characters, written in the Lesser Seal 

style, arranged under 540 radicals); b. the "chou wen" (a large seal type of script initiated by Chou 

Dynasty Historian named Chou, also known as stone and drum writing); c. the "chin wen" (a large seal 

style of inscriptions on bronzes); d. the "ku wen" (ancient script); and e. the "yin chang wen" (various 

styles used on seals, stamps, and chops). (ref: enclosed material) 
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Provenance: Jim Mathias (1926-2014), founder of Mathias Research & Management (MRM) and 

specialist in developing Chinese-English dictionaries for the US government.  He was one of the first 

Americans to visit China after President Nixon’s successful diplomacy to renew diplomatic relations. 

 

 

THE BOOK THAT HAD TO BE BURNED  

 

146.  [SPORTS] CHARLES I.  The Kings Majesties 

Declaration to His Subjects, Concerning Lawfull 

Sports to bee Used. London: Robert Barker, 1633.    

4to. A-C3, lacking C4 blank.  4. [4], 17, [- 1 blank] pp. 

Disbound and stitched, first leaf containing signature 

“A” between ornaments. FIRST PRINTING OF THIS 

RE-ISSUE, after the first of 1617,  

$ 1,250. - 

 

The 1633 declaration has the same main text as the 1617 

and 1618 declarations of King James, with the primary 

differences being an additional introduction and 

conclusion adding wakes and ales to the list of sanctioned 

recreations. The tract marks an epoch not only in the 

social history of the English people, but in the universal 

history of Sport. Intended to limit the growing influence 

of Puritanism, it enumerated the various recreational 

activities that were permissible to engage in on the Sabbath.  The book represented an assault on Puritan 

zeal and some clergymen refused to read it - an act of disobedience for which they were ex-

communicated.  Parliament in May 1643 ordered 'that the book concerning the enjoining and toleration 

of sports upon the Lord's day be forthwith burned by the hand of the common hangman'. The Puritan 

John Vicars declared the work was  'that most mischievous and abominably profane and pernicious 

book' 

 

 

DEATH IN VENICE, A (BIBLIOGRAPHICAL) MYSTERY 

 

147. [TIBERIO ZUCCATI]   Dialogo nel quale si da notizia 

del successo, ch' ebbe la cura del già Ill. sig. Girolamo 

Lando, Patrizio Veneziano fu dell' III. Sig. Antonio. 

Modena, s. a. in 12. Modena (false imprint?). 36 leaves. 

Probably by Tiberio Zuccati. Printed around 1657? 

$ 2,500.-  

 

This little book seems to involve a medical dispute about the 

untimely death of Girolamo Lando, the Venetian Ambassador in 
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England. He died in Venice in1657. It was suspected that one of his doctors had accidentally caused his  

death by poisoning with an incorrect course of treatment. 

 

This led to a stream of publications, in defence of one of the attending physicians, Dr Cecilio FuoliFlorio 

Bernard. Diatriba apologetica del Signor Scipion Obez nobile Inglese. Nella quale si contengono 

gl'Auuertimenti sopra la lettera del Sig. Tiberio Zuccati, e le censure sopra il dialogo, & vn'altra lettera di 

Cecilio Fuo. In Londra, [i.e. Venice] : Appresso il Mirtez., 1667. 

 

And yet another  L'ignoranza convinta, l'inganno, e la menzogna scoperta al sole della verita' Cosmopoli 

[i.e. Venice?] Filotimo Buonpensieri, 1669. Girolamo Lando (1590-1656) was the Venetian Ambassador in 

England to the Doge and Senate. https://www.geni.com/people/Gerolamo-

Lando/6000000092640339888   

 

This book is without doubt a ghost, not in KVK, OCLC or Italian Union catalogue. The title is mentioned 

in the Bibliografia veneziana, no 8081. A nice bibliographical mystery and a book that sheds new light 

on a forgotten but in its day important medical controversy. 

 

 

                                                            

THE SECRET ARCHIVES OF THE VATICAN  

 

148. [VATICAN]  Erectio Archivii Datariae 

Apostolicae, Rome: Camera, 1672.    Small 

folio, 4 lvs.,  disbound and uncut as issued.  27 

x 20 cm., Toned and browned, a couple small 

stains.  OCLC cites 1 copy.  

$ 1,500.- 
 

A very rare tract of Clement X establishing the 

Archives of the Daterie, known colloquially as the 

Vatican Secret archives,.  The “secret” comes from 

a misunderstanding of the Latin word “secretum,” 

or private and the archives were intended to 

house the Holy See’s official paperwork along with 

correspondence and other information related to 

the Pope.  The conception of the Secret Archives 

dates to 1612, when Paul V appointed Baldassarre 

Ansidei, former custodian of the Vatican Apostolic 

Library, custodian of the new archives.   

 

As the papers were collected, the archive expanded and was moved.   In 1630, the archives were granted 

formal autonomy from the Vatican library, and Pope Alexander VII in 1660 had them housed on the 

floor above the Paoline Rooms.  This tract appears to formally establish their proper and perpetual 

administration. 
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18
TH

 FEMALE WRITER 

 

149.  BEAUHARNAIS, Fanny De.   Les noeuds enchantés, ou la 

bisarrerie des Destinées. Rome : De l'Imprimerie papale ; Paris, 

1789. Small 8vo. Two parts in one 144, 115 p. Contemporary 

binding with past paper covers.      

       $ 950.- 

 

A libertine love story (The enchanted knots), with a delightful false 

imprint. Very rare. World catalogue does not list copies in the US.  

 

Countess Fanny de Beauharnais (1737–1813) was among the first to 

distinguish herself as both a socialite and a prolific author. She did not 

see her writing practice as a pastime, but as a significant part of her 

social identity, which influenced her vision of women’s role in high 

society and, for her habitués (attendees), the stakes associated with 

attendance at her salon. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                               BIBLIOMANIA 

 

150. BOLLIOUD DE MERMET, Louis (1709-

1793)].   De la bibliomanie. The Hague: 1761 

(but printed in Lyon?), 8vo (195 x 125 mm), 111 

p. Contemporary calf, gilded spine, a bit 

scuffed. First edition. 

 

$ 1,850.- 

 

Although the term ‘Bibliomania’ was in use in 

England at least as early as 1734, Bollioud de 

Mermet’s work is a remarkably early formal 

discussion of compulsive book buying. The author 

was a member of the Société Royale de Sciences et 

Belles-lettres of Nancy, then perpetual secretary of 

the Académie of Lyon. The author produced 

previously an essay on the corruption of taste in 

French music (De la corruption du goust dans la 

musique française), the treatise De la Bibliomanie 

was printed anonymously.  
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EARLY WORK ON ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE BY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S PHYSICIAN  

 

151 BROWN, William.   Specimen inaugurale 

pathologicum, de viribus atmosphaerae sentienti 

obviis Quod ... ex auctoritate ... Gulielmi 

Robertson ... Academiæ præfecti ... pro gradu 

doctoris ... eruditorum examini subjicit Gulielmus 

Brown, Americanus ... Ad diem 12 septembris 

[1770]. Edinburgh, Balfour, Auld, et Smellie, 1770.     

8 vo., 19 x 12 cm. 

$ 1,500,- 

 

Very Rare dissertation by the American doctor 

William Brown, elected  Surgeon General by Congress 

in 1777,  and Washington's physician with whom he 

spent a winter in Valley Forge.  The tract is one of the 

earliest - if not the earliest - devoted to environmental 

medicine and atmospheric pathogens.  The work is 

bound in period calf, hinged rubbed, just starting at 

top, loss of spine label, manuscript list of contents to 

recto of first blank. No copy in the library of medicine.  

 

The work is bound with 9 other tracts in a sammelband including  Louis Odier's unusual enlightenment 

tract on the effects of music on neurophysiology  - Epistola physiologica ... de elementariis musicæ 

sensationibus;  others include tracts include those on  Tuberculosis, an interesting early one  devoted to 

nutrition, Peruvian bark.  etc.  Such sammelbands were likely gathered by the graduating class and 

presented as gifts.  They underscore the advanced state of medicine in Edinburgh in the 18th century, 

where the medical college was used to train many North American doctors such as Brown.  

 

 

EARLY CALLIGRAPHY MANUAL 

  

152. [CALLIGRAPHY]    1. Nuovo libro di 

scrittura ovvero l'arte d'imparare a bene 

scrivere senza maestro. Ricavato da Capi 

d'opera de piu celebri Professori di Scrittura 

Italiana e Francese dal Sig.re Peiraud. Si 

vende in Torino : Nella bottega delli Fratelli 

Reycends, e Guibert, mercanti librari sul 

cantone di Contrada Nuova a l'insegna del 

Beato Amedeo, [1766? ]. Large folio, new 

paste paper covers, 20 plates, one-fold out. 
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Few stains. Splendid calligraphy book, not in the trade, complete, according to the Getty 

collation.           Bonacini 1386. Marzoli 32. Hofer Collection 132.   

$ 2,500.- 

 

 

THE MOTHER MAP OF MEXICO ISSUED BY A WOMAN 

PRINTER 

 

153. CUEVAS AGUIRRE Y ESPINOSA, Joseph 

Francisco de.   Extracto de los autos de diligencias, 

y reconocimientos de los rios, lagunas, vertientes, 

y desagues de la capital Mexico.  Mexico por la 

Viuda de D. Joseph Bernardo de Hogal, 1748.        

Small folio (290 mm x 200 mm). [1], 1-71 [1, blank] 

pp. Map 39 x 46 cm. Complete. Beautiful (modern) 

red Morocco binding, with a slipcase. 

                                                                           $ 9,500.- 

 

Since Aztec times the drainage of the valley of Mexico 

had been of paramount concern to the inhabitants 

because of the numerous floods that had caused great 

destruction. These problems were aggravated by Cortes 

failure to restore the Native American dikes, resulting 

in flood control projects as early as 1553. 

 

During the eighteenth century a series of public works, such as canals, tried to correct the problem. 

Unfortunately, the efforts were only partially successful, and the problem continued. This work contains 

a compilation of the acts, investigations, and surveys by various authorities to drainage-up until the time 

of its publication and represents a serious attempt to deal with the problem once and for all. 

 

The accompanying map is the mother map for the mapping of the Valley of Mexico, and among the 

most unusual and historic maps of Mexico produced in colonial times.The map encompasses the work 

of earlier cartographers while introducing new observations and making corrections. This strikingly 

handsome map combines a high aesthetic of printing and design and the latest methods of cartography. 

 

The widow of José Bernardo de Hogal was perhaps the most important printer in Mexico City from 1741 

to 1755. Her husband established a press in 1724 that earned a reputation as one of the finest in the city. 

When he died in 1741, his widow assumed control of the enterprise and presumably worked mainly as 

the business manager, taking on projects and financial risks while overseeing the editing and 

production. Her prolific press issued the nation's second newspaper, the Mercurio de México, as well as 

this important book. Last sale result for this book  $ 8,150.  in 2013. 
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SLAVE TRADE 

 

154. [DEMARIN, John Peter?]   A Treatise upon the 

Trade from Great-Britain to Africa Humbly 

recommended to the Attention of Government. By an 

African Merchant. London: R. Baldwin, 1772.  First 

edition, large quarto (265 mm x 215 mm). 

Contemporary calf, 64, 124 pp. minor repairs to last 

two leaves, title and inner margin of B2-3, neatly 

rebacked, a nice copy. Very rare, no auction record 

(but ours) for over fifty years. No copy in the trade.  

 

$ 7,500.- 

 

The author of this work (anonymous but probably John 

Peter Demarin) took an anti-abolitionist stance  

The African trade is 'the main spring of the machine which 

sets every wheel in motion' in Britain; the legality of the slave 

trade is upheld against other authors.  

 

English slave trade apologist John Peter Demarin described the American antislavery movement as a 

colonial plot to destroy British commerce. The text largely relates to the West African Slave Trade 



                                                                                                                                  18TH CENTURY  

 

129 

carried on principally by the merchants of Liverpool with the British Plantations in America and the 

West Indies.  

 

 

MARILLIER'S ENGRAVINGS FOR DORAT'S "FABLES NOUVELLES": ONE OF THE TEN SETS KNOW.   

 

155.  DORAT, Claude Joseph.  199 separate proofs of engravings by 

various artists after C. P. Marillier for Dorat's Fables Nouvelles. The 

Hague & Paris: Delalain, 1773. [-75] 2 volumes. 8vo, 25 x17 mm. 

Binding: 19th century crimson levant morocco gilt by Chambolle-

Duru in very fine condition sides, gilt triple fillet border, gilt dentelle 

borders inside, gilt edges. This is no 8 of the ten sets recorded by 

Cohen—De Ricci.                                                 

                                                                                                              $ 6,000.- 

 

The rococo engravings are by Arrivet, Baquoy, De Launay, Duflos, De 

Ghendt, Le Gouaz. There is some offsetting from engravings onto adjacent 

blanks throughout, scattered foxing on the engravings. Overall, this is a 

remarkable set and important in the history of the French rococo 

illustrated book. The work stands, in its masterful execution and 

restrained elegance, alongside works such as Boucher's illustrations 

(masterfully engraved by Laurent Cars) for the six-volume Moliere of 1734 

and Fragonard's for Lafontaine, as a cornerstone pieces in any collection 

of the art of the book. 

 

 

A RARE EAST INDIA TRADE TRACT SUPPORTING THE CALICO ACTS 

 

156.  [EAST INDIA COMPANY]  ELKING, Henry.   The interest of England consider'd, with 

respect to its manufactures and East-India callicoes imported, printed, painted, stained, and 

consumed therein, or, An essay shewing from whence the decay of trade, the melting of coin, 

the scarcity of silver, the increase of poor do proceed. :London : Printed for T. Bickerton ... and 

A. Dodd, 1720.   8 vo, 19.5 x 12 cm., [4], 44 pages. Mottled calf and gilt ruled borders. some rubbing 

to hinges,  inner gilt dentelles.   Not in the trade, no auction records.                     

                                                                             $ 1,750.- 

 

One of the hot button issues of East India Company mercantilism  was the  so-called 'calico craze.'   

"Consumers abandoned home-produced textiles for the Indian imports, which had to be paid for with 

precious metals, additional grist for critics of the trade. Demands for a ban on the Indian imports were 

pressed forward and most European states between the 1680s and the early 1720s banned the use of 

Indian cloth.  Consumers were banned not just from buying but also wearing printed colourful calicoes 

and it became risky to wear cottons. In 1719, just before the total ban in England, Dorothy Orwell, 

claimed to have been 'Assaulted by a Multitude of Weavers in Red-Lion-Fields in Hoxton, who tore, cut, 

and pull'd off her [cotton] Gown and Petticoat by Violence, threatened her with vile Language, and left 
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her naked in the Fields:" ]  The author, Henry Elking, is best known for a successful 1722 proposal, 

directed at the governors of the South Sea Company, that they should resume the "Greenland Trade" 

and send ships to catch whales in the Arctic.  [Ref: Trentmann, F.  The Oxford Handbook of the History 

of Consumption, p. 159] 

 

 

BIRTH OF MODERN FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

157. [EAST INDIA] DAFFORNE, Richard.  The English 

merchants companion: or, An entertainment for the 

young merchants, their servants. : Digested into three 

parts. Wherein the perfect method of merchants book-

keeping ... is compleatly demonstrated. Being the most 

exact work of this nature, extant. : To which is annexed, 

Directions for accomptants ... shewing them how to 

begin, prosecute, and compleatly finish their several 

functions and offices ... :London, : Printed for Tho. 

Horne ..., 1700.     Small 4to.,  ([4], 99, [123], 17, [2] p., 3 

folding leaves of plates.    Contemporary vellum, with 

spine handsomely lettered with Merchants Companion: 

text-block separating exposing a 17th century English 

manuscript used as binders waste for the entire binding, 

internally moderate toning and foxing throughout, 

some minor inner marginal worming.                                                         

                                                                                                                                  $ 4,750.-  

 

An EXTREMELY RARE MANUAL OF BOOKKEEPING AND ACCOUNTING geared, as stated,  towards 

young merchants and trading in the East-Indies. ESTS notes only 5 copies and no copies have appears 

in the auction records in RBH. No copies in Princeton, Harvard or Yale.  While a stated fifth edition, it 

appears to be the first edition in this form with likely some content re-used from Dafforne's Merchants 

Mirrour, the first edition of which was published in 1636.   

 

The book is perhaps the most detailed and authoritative work on accounting in 17th century England 

and really the birth of modern financial statements. " Richard Dafforne, London accountant and 

arithmetic teacher, had lived many years in Amsterdam and wrote a bookkeeping text to introduce 

Dutch accounting methods into England. The Merchants' Mirrour (1636) adopted Simon Stevin's 

method of platonic dialogue, posing "250 rare Questions with their Answers," but omitted such Dutch 

practices as special journals, subsidiary ledgers, and co-pound entries. However, Dafforne's was the first 

English text to describe a complete double entry system and the first to go into multiple editions.  Early 

financial statements were made either by copying the accounts as they appeared in the ledger or by 

organizing trial balance figures into columnar reports. Dafforne illustrated a six-column statement in 

which the left pair of columns showed a trial balance of totals, the middle pair a trial balance of balances, 

and the two right hand columns a balance sheet containing the remaining assets and equities."  {ref; 

Vangermeersch, Richard.  The History of Accounting 2014, p. 187]"The work is supplemented by the 
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insertion of a separately printed broadside (as one of the three folding plates), by Richard Handson, 

entitled Analysis or Resolution of Merchants Accompts. "This single printed sheet contains an orderly 

classification, neatly laid out, of a number of types of commercial transactions, giving their treatment 

in double entry by identifying the appropriate accounts to be debited and credited in each case. It must 

have been very helpful and convenient in the hands of a merchant or bookkeeper in the counting-house; 

the frequent use of the work and its insubstantial form no doubt account for its present rarity" [Ref: 

Yamey, B.S in Accounting Research, 1948-1958: Selected articles on accounting history, p. 299" 

 

 

TAX THE EAST INDIA COMPANY INSTEAD OF THE 

AMERICAN COLONIES!  

 

158.   [EAST INDIA COMPANY.] [SAMMELBAND]    A 

short view of the Laws now subsisting with respect to 

the powers of the East India Company to borrow 

money under their seal and to incur debts in the course 

of their trade by the purchase of Goods on Credit and 

by freighting Ships or other Mercantile transactions. 

London, 1767. 8 vo., [half-title][title][23 pgs] BOUND 

WITH....Wilkes, John. A  correct copy of the protest 

against the bill for rescinding the East India dividend, 

voted by a general court, on the sixth of May, 1767 ; 

... Paris [i.e. London] : Chez J.W. imprimeur, 

1767.    8vo., 12, [4] pgs : A pre-publication issue. J.W. in 

the imprint = John Wilkes. The advertisement leaf after 

p.12 states 'A correct copy of the protest' was to have 

been inserted in the June number of 'The political 

register' but will be inserted in the next number with other pieces "all communicated by John 

Wilkes." With two final advertisement leaves. BOUND WITH.... [East India Company.]  A 

Caution to the directors of the East-India Company : with regard to their making the 

midsummer dividend of five per cent without due attention to a late act of Parliament, and a 

by-law of their own.   :London : Kearsly, 1767. 8vo., 43 pgs. (Note title page misbound before 

preceding tract)  Ref: Goldsmiths'-Kress  10333. BOUND WITH Young, Arthur.  A Letter to Lord 

Clive on the Great Benefits.... in Promoting the Interests of Agriculture by Forming an 

Experimental Farm. W.Nicoll, 1767.  8vo., ([4], 56 pages, including half title and folding 

engraved plate) BOUND WITH ... An Address to the Publick on the subject of East India 

Dividend London, 1767. [half-title, 7-21; incomplete and wanting pg. 1-6]                               

                                                                                                                                 $ 3,500.- 

 

The whole bound in marbled boards and half calf, front hinge very tender. The immediate financial 

repercussion of the  lengthy and costly Seven Years War was a national of £140,000,000.  George 

Grenville was the political driving force to tax the American colonies to fill the English coffers through 

the Stamp Act. When that attempt failed due to the colonial resistance, his successor William Pitt looked 
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towards India  the “greatest of all objects”  believed taxing its profits was preferable to taxing the 

American colonies.   The Company only saved its existence by an agreement made in 1767 that it should 

annually pay £400,000 into the National Exchequer.  This sammelband  provides  insight into the 

legislative and  financial machinations required to shore up England's balance sheet at the time of the 

Townsend Acts and its immense repercussions.  

 

 

FRENCH DANCE MANUAL 

 

159.  FERRIOL Y BOXERAUS, D. Bartolome.   Reglas utiles 

para los aficionados a danzar. (Useful rules for dancing) 

Capoa. 1775. 8vo. [16]  302 pp. (Many errors in pagination).  

Beautiful 19th century full calf binding. 7 fold out plates with 

dance notation and examples of the steps. Woodcuts of 

dancers throughout.                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                             

$ 4,750.- 

 

 

Ferriol y Boxeraus was probably of Catalan descent on his mother's side and French descent on his 

father's side. He studied with regard to his choreographic training with four maestros for over seven 

years. Boxeraus firmly believed men could and should dance up to old age.  His entire treatise is on 

French aristocratic dancing. Yet his book must be also taken into account as a source on general trends 

in Spanish  dance  that influenced  the  fandango  in  the  mid-eighteenth  century. Ferriol describes step 

that certainly would have been considered dreadful taste by French dancing masters. His treatment of 

the subject is thorough and he even includes a description of the conventions of etiquette when inviting 

a partner to dance. Rare. No auction records found. No copy in the trade. 

 

 

EMBROIDERY DESIGNS FOR FASHION AND FURNISHINGS BY A 18 
TH

 C.  FEMALE DESIGNER. 

 

160.  HELMIN (Margaretha).  Kunst-und Fleiss-übende Nadel-Ergötzungen; oder, neu-

erfundenes Neh-und Stick-Buch. Worin dem, solche schöne wissenschafftliebendem, 

Frauenzimmer, allerhand, zu vielen Sachen anständige, Muster und Risse, nach der neuesten 

Façon, zu deren nützlichen bedienung, [with Part II. Fortgesetzter... & Part III. Continuantio...], 

3 parts in one, 1st edition, Nuremberg: Johann Christoph Weigel, circa 1725, 156 copper engraved 

plates, of which 59 are folding, three engraved titles within floral wreath frame, the first with 

armorial bookplate on verso, each part with two letterpress leaves, occasional minor toning, 

spotting, and edge-creasing, small tears and repairs, a few plates trimmed and re-guarded, page 

block 19.5 x 31cm, modern brown half calf, gilt decorated spine with raised bands, oblong folio. 

Apart from the small tears (because fold out) the book is very clean and in a beautiful state of 

preservation.        

                                                                                                                               $ 37,500.- 
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Margaretha Helmin (1659-1742), also known as Margaretha Helm, was a German embroiderer, teacher 

and skilled copper plate engraver working in Nurembuerg, who created plates of her many embroidery 

designs. This substantial work contains a plethora of beautiful designs, to be worked in varying 

techniques, for household linen and clothing, e.g. fans, shoes and slippers, gloves, stomachers, borders, 

night caps, jackets, neckerchiefs, muffs, neck linen, gown hems, hats, bags, aprons, tassels, saddle cloths, 

and book covers. This volume was purchased by Martin Orskey at Sotheby's in 1968 and reauctioned at 

Dominic Winter 2019 and bought by us (25.000 $). No other copies can be found in the auction records. 

The V&A has the work in its collections. In Germany there are no complete copies, the Lipperheidische 

Kostümbibliothek, only has part one. The MET has possibly a complete copy.  

 

The following information is derived from ‘Deserving Attention: Margaretha Helm's Designs for 

Embroidery in the Eighteenth Century’,. Moira Thunder, Journal of Design History, Vol. 23, No. 4 (2010), 

pp. 409-427. Pattern books, such as those of Margaretha Helm, for eighteenth-century embroidered 

dress that show the cut of the garment, the embroidery techniques and include letter pouches to saddle 

cloths are surprisingly rare. Helm's pattern books do show how fashionable dress and embroidery 

techniques spread in eighteenth-century Europe. In the past, designs for textiles, and especially those 

by women, have not been treated as equally important to those by men for media such as metalwork or 

sculpture. 

 

Margaretha Helm was a female designer, here work is catalogued as the artist responsible for a group of 

printed designs for embroidery in the Word an Image Department (WID). These patterns are valuable 

to dress and design historians. The prefaces provide technical information for some of the designs. The 

patterns show the cut of fashionable and regional dress embroidered in diverse techniques. They show 

multi-purpose designs for different textile crafts. They can be used to compare reused designs, and 

generic fashionable patterns adapted to dress and household objects. They can be compared to 
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surviving examples of textiles and dress such as the bodice and skirt of a suit, men's nightcaps, a 

woman's jacket, night- gown and a child's jacket. 

 

What is important about Helm's pattern books is the compilation of reused earlier Italian designs with 

generic ones adapted to fashionable dress that put the 'newly invented' into the title of The Delights, 

Further Delights and Continuation of the Delights, making them marketable to the fashion conscious. 

Since the pattern books can be dated, they assist in the identification of styles of embroidery in dress 

and textiles for the domestic interior, giving an indication of fashion's longevity. In addition, it is the 

discourse about women continued in the forewords that provides insight into morals, religious 

preoccupations and the arguments for women to express themselves familiar to the patrician class in 

eighteenth-century Saxony. 

 

 

RARE JOHN MARSHALL MINIATURE EDUCATIONAL SET  

 

161. MARSHALL (John, publisher). Child's Cabinet [n.d., London c. 1794]; comprising 2 

miniature volumes, each 75 x 51 cm bound in 18th century Dutch brocade paper,, and one larger 

instruction book, 120 x 80 mm  in marbled wraps WITH a full set of 36 wood engraved cards 

each with 6 images.    

$ 7,500.- 

 

The books are entitled respectively: "The 

Child's Cabinet, Arrangement of the 

Birds, Beasts and Insects in the Reward 

Box "(77 pp.) and "The Infant's Path 

Strewed with Flowers, Reward Book"  (81 

pp.), the first providing the details of the 

various creatures in the reward box, and 

the second a list designed for proper 

spelling in eminently charming 

typography.   

 

There is also third larger book, "The 

Mother's Book, Part I, Containing 

Reading Lessons", and though labelled 

Part I appears to be complete as issued, 

and provides instructions "calculated to 

excite the curiosity of Children on such 

subjects as may in the future afford them 

sources or rational amusement. "   
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The  Original pine box, a bit shaken and without the lid, is present.  

 

Sets of Mashall's miniature instructive cabinets with cards are extremely rare. 

Bondy p. 60 remarks on their "obvious fragility and vulnerability". They were 

likely the first commercial educational and game playing books of their kind, 

whereby a child taught a doll to read in a learner-as-teacher scenario. Marshall 

probably commercialized an earlier 18th century manuscript tradition as 

evidenced by the Nursery Library" of Jane Johnson (1706-59) at the Lilly Library, 

which "consist of 438 items and are arranged in 24 groups. Included are alphabet 

cards, religious and secular lesson cards, all hand-made. "  

 

The set does not appear in the RBH database, albeit in 2007 a set of Infant's Cabinet of Various Objects, 

Made and Sold by John Marshall, [1801] with 28 cards made GBP 9,635.   No set with cards appears in 

ESTC or OCLC. 

 

 

OWNED BY A SIGNER OF THE FREEMAN OF 

MARYLAND-  FIRST COLLECTION OF THE LAWS OF 

MARYLAND  

 

162.  [MARYLAND] A Compleat Collection of 

the Laws of Maryland. With an Index, and 

Marginal Notes ... Collected and Printed by 

Authority. Annapolis: William Parks, 1727.  First 

edition of the first book printed at Annapolis, 

and the first complete collection of the Laws of 

Maryland.   4to  29. x 19 cm; [4], 300, 

[6]  pp.  Without the "Advertisement to the 

Reader" sometimes found on the original 

pastedown or inserted, Internally, disbound and 

text block broken in parts, last leaf with burn 

mark, old repair to right margin, some leaves 

with small marginal chips or marginal 

tears,  some general toning, some faint 

embossed stamps to title page. 

Provenance:  John Webbe (d. 1750) and then 

sold to Solomon Wright.   

$ 9,000.- 

 

Judge Solomon Wright,  was a member of the Maryland Convention of 1771– 76 and member of the 

Assembly (1771–74).   He was a signer of  the “ Association of the Freemen of Maryland , ” dated the 26th 

of July 1775 , one year previous to the Declaration of Independence, which resolved that the American 

colonies "be put into a state of defence" and approved armed resistance to British troops.   
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This was the only compendium of the colony's laws until the 1765 revision by Jonas Green.  Parks 

dedicated it to Lord Baltimore, who wished to create a haven for English Catholics in the new colony. 

Evans 2897; Wroth Printing in Maryland 38.  VERY RARE in commerce, only 2 copies in RBH recorded.  

William Parks 1699 – April 1, 1750) was an 18th-century printer and journalist in England and Colonial 

America. He was the first printer in Maryland authorized as the official printer for the colonial 

government. He published the first newspaper in the Southern American colonies, the Maryland 

Gazette.   An Act to encourage takers up of Runaway slaves can be found om p. 280 (the only law starred 

by hand in the index with a handwritten note "Slaves Who are such.”)   An Act to prevent "the 

tumultuous Meetings and other Irregularities of Negroes and Slaves" is found on p. 245, which required 

if a slave strikes a white person to "have an ear cropt." 

 

 

THE CHARTER OF WILLIAM AND MARY TO 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY WITH LINCOLN FAMILY 

PROVENANCE  

 

163. [MASSACHUSETTS]   The Charter granted 

by Their Majesties King William and Queen 

Mary, to the inhabitants of the province of the 

Massachusetts-Bay in New-England BOUND 

WITH Acts and laws, of Her Majesties province 

of the Massachusetts-Bay in New-England. 

Boston: Benjamin Green, 1714.   Small Folio., 30 

x 19 cm., [2], 13,  [2], 239, [vi; table] [1] pp., front 

board detached, old indecipherable stamp to 

boards  " Among the rarest of rare books, " 

according to Brinley. PROVENANCE: HINGHAM 

TOWN COPY signed by  Capt. John Norton. who 

gave it to the Town of Hingham and then by 

descent to Mrs. Elizabeth (Thaxter) Norton and 

her husband the Honorable Benjamin Lincoln. 

Perez Lincoln signature from 1786 as well as 

other Norton family signatures.  

$ 10,000. -  

 

Hingham's roots go back to the earliest days of European settlement in the new world,. and this work 

was evidently used and consulted  by prominent  members of the town. Among the signatures to 

its  blanks and flyleaves are John Norton,  who then gave it to the Town of Hingham and then by descent 

to Mrs. Elizabeth (Thaxter) Norton and her husband the Honorable Benjamin Lincoln. Perez Lincoln 

1786 signed on  rear board.  

 

Hingham's most famous line of citizens came from two unrelated families named Lincoln who 

emigrated to Massachusetts from the English county of Norfolk in the seventeenth century. General 
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Lincoln is best remembered for accepting Cornwallis's sword of surrender at the Siege of Yorktown, but 

the most famous Hingham Lincoln never lived in the town: United States President and Civil War 

Commander-in-Chief Abraham Lincoln, descended from one of several Lincoln families who settled in 

Hingham—and unrelated to General Benjamin. Though Abraham Lincoln inherited those Puritan 

values of piety, honesty and a lack of pretension, and learned about Hingham roots, for political reasons, 

he didn’t tell people during his campaign for president about his Puritan ancestors. He said he came 

from Quakers who left Berks County, Pa., for Virginia, perhaps feeling the Quakers shared similar 

religious sensibilities and a steadfast belief in the immorality of slavery. 

 

 

EXTREMELY RARE TREATISE ON MAGIC SQUARES 

 

164.  MEDIANO, PHELIPE.     Quadrados magicos, que 

sobre los que figuraban los egypcios, y pygthagoricos, 

para la superticiosa [sic] adoración de sus falsos dioses 

:En Madrid : en la imprenta de Joachin Sanchez, 1744. 

FOLIO.  32 x 24 cm., [11], 36 single page woodblock plates 

of squares, and 37-42  folding woodblock plates.  

Contemporary vellum, marbled pastedowns, text block 

detached form binding and laid in, some minor staining 

(plate 42 with small central damp stain)  but overall  very 

good.                               

                                                                                          $ 8,500.- 

 

Provenance: Provenance: Armorial ex-libris of Manuel 

González Salmón (Cádiz, 1778 – Madrid, 18 January 1832),  the Spanish politician and diplomat who 

served twice as Prime Minister of Spain; also, "Le bibliophobe Bechtel".  Not in Graesse. Not in Caillet. 

Not in Smith, Rara Arithmetica. Palau 159902 ("Hace muchos anos vimos esta obra") 

"Magic squares were known to the Arabs and, perhaps, to the Hindus. Credit is given to the Byzantine 

writer, Moschopulus, who lived in Constantinople in the early part of the fifteenth century, for the 

introduction into Europe of these curious and ingenious products of mathematical thought. Medieval 

astrologers believed them to possess mystical properties and when engraved on silver plate to be a 

charm against plague. The first complete magic square which has been discovered in the Occident is 

that of the German painter, Albrecht Diirer, found on his celebrated wood-engraving, "Melancholia." 

[Ref: Cajori, F. History of Elementary Mathematics, p. 218] 

 

This particular Spanish treatise is likely the single most elaborate early  treatise  dedicated to their 

construction.   By the 18th century, the mysticism attached to magic squares had given way to their 

appreciation as recreational mathematics. By the nineteenth century,  they were taken seriously and 

applied to problems dealing with probability and analysis.  The folding plates here are of extraordinary 

complexity and difficulty, but the author has thankfully provided "resolutions" for each.   The   first  

"aprobacion", written by a professor of Salamanca, expresses great admiration for this astounding work. 

A second aprobacion quotes the "incomparable" Athanasius Kircher that number are the science of 

sciences, the true logic, and the path of knowledge. Very rare, no copies in the trade, there has never 
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been a copy at auction, according to OCLC, no copies outside Spain. None trough KVK. Harvard, 

Princeton, Yale, NYPL independtly checked. 

 

 

UNIQUE COPY OF AN ENGLISH CALLIGRAPHY BOOK.  

 

165.   NICHOLAS. Abraham.    The Pen-man's Assistant & Youth's Instructor. A New Copy-

Book. By Hen: Overton, 1751. Engraved throughout, title and 15 plates by G.Bickham, with 

engraved publisher's advertisement of other similar works on inside of rear wrapper. Good 

clean copy, corner of the last four leaves stained. Stitched in original wrappers, signature 

"George Parker his book" on front wrapper,  small oblong, 22 x 9 cm.                             

                                                                                                                                  $ 2,350.- 

 

Not in world catalogue, a seemingly unique copy, a single copy of a similar item by Nicholas, The young 

penman's copy book being alphabetical examples of free and natural writing, with 15 leaves and final 

leaf dated 1715, is listed in the British Library. The only copy at auction was very stained.  

 

 

THE SCIENCE OF SAND 

 

166. [ONOMANTIA]  Curieuse und gantz neue Art zu 

Punctiren. Aus dem Arabischen ins Deutsche übersetzet von 

einem Liebhaber dieser Kunst.  Leipzig, Groß, 1743.  . 8vo. 

(38), 97-144, (8) pp  Plus a MANUSCRIPT.  Title-page printed 

in red and black. With engraved frontispiece and folding 

letterpress table. - Bound after this is a 10-page GERMAN 

MANUSCRIPT by a contemporary hand in red and black ink, 

entitled "Continuatio curiosorum experimentorum 

collocatio".  

$ 1,750.-  
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Method of divination that interprets markings on the ground or the patterns formed by tossed handfuls 

of soil, rocks, or sand. PLUS 10-page German manuscript, on the divination from names, such as the 

number of letters in a name.Curieuse und gantz neue Art zu Punctiren. 

 

The ancient Greek term "geômanteía" is a translation of the Arabic 

"'ilm al-raml" - the "science of the sand", or the art of foretelling from 

dots or lines randomly marked upon the ground or on paper. The 

method, probably developed in the Near and Middle East, arrived in 

mediaeval Europe via North Africa. In the European context it was 

seen as an ancillary science to astrology and was attributed to Hermes 

Trismegistus. The manuscript bound at the end of the volume treats 

of "Onomantia", or the so-called science of divining a person's future 

from their names - a method explicitly said to work not only with 

Christian names given at baptism, but also with any name bestowed 

by a similar process upon a Jew or Muslim. 

 

 

 

 

 

A RARE SUBVERSIVE DICTIONARY IN THOMAS PAINE'S CIRCLE  

 

167.   PIGOTT, Charles.   A Political Dictionary: Explaining the True Meaning of Words.  New 

York,  No. 54 Wall Street. 1796.  12mo.  198 pp. Contemporary calf,  some general rubbing, front 

hinge separating, p. 90 with small hole caused by paper caught during printing.  By provenance 

and with signature to t.p. of Nathaniel White.                                 

                                                   $ 750.- 

 

Nathaniel enlisted at Albany, NY, and joined a state militia outfit commanded by Marivanus Willett's 

Company in and around the city of Albany, NY, in 1781. White fought heroically in the Revolution, and 

once led an attack on an Indian encampment near Canada. First and only American edition of this 

subversive work from England.  Very scarce in commerce and a most amusing and unusual dictionary 

whose entries are filled with biting wit from extolling the humanity of the guillotine to justice defined 

simply as obsolete.   Evans 31011.   

 

Charles Pigott was  radical pamphleteer in the early years of the 1790s during short-lived ‘culture’ of 

radicalism in the London of the 1790 and was associated with the circle Thomas Paine. The 1795 London 

edition was  published by  Isaac Eaton, who also issued the Rights of Man.  "When the publisher Charles 

Pigott was arrested, thrown into a cell and denied a candle, fire, bed, or chair, his vain protests were 

answered with the charge 'that we were TOM PAINE 'S men and rebels'   [In the Dictinary] a "Painite"' 

was defined as 'every individual who will not sign his test in Mr. Reeves' [loyalist] Association, will not 

condescend to kiss the ministerial rod, held out to punish him, or agree to arm for the sake of a 

constitution senilely adulized, and pompously extolled' .  [Claeys, G. Thomas Paine:Soc & Pol Thought. 

p. 120] 
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ONE OF THE FOUNDATION TEXTS OF MODERN 

VETERINARY MEDICINE 

 

168.   RUINI, Carlo.    Anatomia del cavallo, 

infermita, et suoi rimedii. Venice. 1707.  Folio. 2 

parts in 1 vol. [4]-250 (= 248), 266 (= 268) pp. 

(wormholes to the margins of the first 3 leaves and 

to the last leaves. Contemporary calf. Reprint of 

one of the foundation texts of modern veterinary 

medicine.  

$ 3,250.- 

 

The first book devoted exclusively to the structure of a 

single species other than man. Illustrated with 64 

woodcut full-page plates, "inspired by those in 

Vesalius's De humani corporis fabrica (1543)", including 

some which are truly spectacular showing dissected 

horses. The first part contains the anatomical 

descriptions (structure of the heart, pulmonary 

circulation, eyes, kidneys...) and the second 

descriptions of diseases (fevers, cough, hernia, 

dislocated shoulder, dropsy...). The senator of Bologna 

Ruini (1530-1598) was not a physician but a horse lover 

and riding enthusiast. 

 

 

THE BLACK DEATH 

 

169.  SAMMELBAND of 5 titles. Contemporary paste 

paper binding. Small 8vo (170 x 110 mm).                                                                                             

                                                                                            $ 2,750.-  

 

Discours sur ce qui s'est passé de plus considérable à Marseille 

pendant la contagion : avec la liste de tous les morts, tant dans 

la ville, que dans son terroir. Sur l'imprimé A Marseille : chez 

Jean-Antoine Mallard, imprimeur du roi & de la ville, [1721] 40 

p. OCLC lists two copies in Switserland. 

 

Critique du discours sur ce qui s ' est passé de plus 

considérable à Marseille pendant la contagion ...Marseille, 

1721, 40 p. No copies found hrough OCLC, unique?  
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Apologie du discours sur ce qui s'est passé de plus considérable à Marseille pendant la contagion en 

l'année MDCCXX. Marseille, Mallard, 1721. 36p. No copies found in OCLC. 

 

- Lettre à M. le Marquis de **** au sujet du Chevalier Rose. S.l. n.n, [1721]. 47p. No title page but likely 

not missing. No copies found to OCLC, unique?  

 

- Réponse d'un Seigneur de la Grande Tartarie à l'Auteur de la vie du Chevalier Rose. S.l. n.n, [1721] 14p. 

No copies found to OCLC, unique.  

 

 

A GREAT CLASSIC OF ENTOMOLOGY 

 

170.  SCHAEFFER, Jacob Christian (1718-1790).   

Icones insectorum circa Ratisbonam indigenorum. 

Naturlich ausgemahlte Abbildungen 

Regensburgischer Insecten. Regensburg: typis 

Breitfeldianis, [1766-1769]-1779. 3 volumes, 4to, 27p 

x 225. . Latin and German text. Half-titles, volume I  

with mezzotint portraits of Schaeffer by Haid. 280 

delicately hand colored engraved plates after Loibel 

and H. Fischer by J.N. Maag, H. Bock, G.P. Trautner, 

J.G. Fridrich and others.   19th century cloth and 

German marbled paper over boards, some rubbing 

to corners and heads of spine.  Internally, mezzotint 

portrait foxed and spotted, some general toning and 

light to moderate foxing on occasion; some  margins 

expertly repaired at an early date affecting pl. 139-

140, 145-152, 201-204 and 263-264.  Ref: BM(NH) IV, 

p.1823; Nissen 3629                                                                       

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,800.- 

 

Schaeffer’s delicately illustrated and  important work on insects, recording the varieties found in the 

local region of Regensburg.  The plates are a bit of a bibliographical curiosity as they are unusually 

printed on both the verso ad recto of each sheet, thus reducing in have the actual number of leaves. 

 

 

SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 

171.   TARLETON, Sir Banastre (1754-1833). A History of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781, in the 

Southern Provinces of North America. London: T. Cadell, 1787.    4to.  27 x 21 cm.  Engraved 

folding map and four folding plates.  19th century cloth and black morocco, raised bands with 

some wear,  water rippling to cloth on front board and discoloration; internally, some light 

lower marginal  dampstain , primarily to t.p and table or contents, some general toning and 
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foxing, top edger gilt. Provenance: George Percival Scriven (1854 – 1940), Chief Signal Officer of 

the United States Army (1913–1917) who commanded the Aeronautical Division (1913–1914),and 

later the Aviation Section (1914–1917) of U.S. Signal Corps, the forerunner of the United States 

Air. Presentation inscriptions to his brother John Scriven.      

      $ 4,500.- 

 

This book is the standard work on the Southern Campaign, and contains documents otherwise difficult 

to access - a point emphasized by Church.   It opens with an account of D'Estaing's fruitless attack on 

Savannah in the autumn of 1779, and gives a detailed history of the war in the Carolinas and Virginia 

down to the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, October 19, 1781. The "History " is, for the most part, a 

compilation of official letters by British naval and military officers, and also of American and French 

documents which had appeared in the newspapers.  A feature of the book which aroused controversy 

was an attack on Cornwallis. The author alleges that his defeat at Cowpens was due to Cornwallis's 

failure to co-operate with him. 

 

Finally, the volume contains some important and notable maps: the large general map shows the 

marches of Cornwallis, O'Hara, and Tarleton, the other four the sieges of Charlestown and Yorktown, 

and the Battles of Camden and Guildford.  The Plan of the Siege of York Town in Virginia served as the 

basis for many later maps of the Siege of Yorktown. Tarleton was the commander of a Tory cavalry unit, 

the British Legion, and served in America from May 1776 through the siege of Yorktown. He was 

renowned for his brutal tactics.  Overall, a decent copy of an indisputably important work on the 

Revolution with fine military provenance. Church 1224; Clark Old South 317; Howes T37; Sabin #94397. 
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THE FIRST COLLECTION OF VIRGINIA LAWS PUBLISHED IN VIRGINIA AND THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT 

BOOK PUBLISHED IN THE COLONY. 

 

172. [VIRGINIA. GENERAL ASSEMBLY] 

Collection of all the acts of Assembly, now in 

force, in the colony of Virginia. With the titles of 

such as are expir'd, or repeal'd. And notes in the 

margin, shewing how, and at what time, they 

were repeal'd. Examin'd with the records, by a 

committee appointed for that purpose. Who 

have added many useful marginal notes, and 

references: and an exact table. Publish'd, 

pursuant to an order of the General Assembly, 

held at Williamsburg, in the year M, DCC, 

XXVII.  Williamsburg [Va.] : Printed by William 

Parks, M, DCC, XXXIII. [1733]. FOLIO.  13.5 x 9 

inches.   [6], 238, [2], 239-622 pages. including 

the very rare “A list of the subscribers to the laws 

of Virginia."--Page [3-6].   

$ 17,500.- 

 

Issued by its first printer, William Parks: of the 

greatest importance for Virginia and the history of 

printing in America. With the foundational laws of 

the slave trade including the infamous 1705 Virginia 

Slave Code 

 

Complete, but text-block broken without threads, and split in parts; the whole housed in a custom 

box.  Internally, some pages with toning  or occasional light soiling, title page with some  minor 

thumbing and creases.   Old light and indecipherable embossed stamp and faint purple stamp of a 19th 

century library. Provenance:   Philip Hammond, son of Charles, and a member of the very prominent 

Hammond line. Roberts in a 1939 Ancestral study states the Hammonds "were powerful numerically, 

leaders in social life and influential in politics. No important event of the early days of Maryland and 

Virginia took place without the participation of a Hammond. Essentially they were a race of builders, 

these men whose far-off ancestor helped to place William the Conqueror on the throne of England and 

whose kinsmen in Britain included bishops and abbots, soldiers and statesmen, two officers who 

accompanied Sir Walter Raleigh on his gold-hunting expedition to Guinea and whose family name is to 

be found on a list of twelve gentlemen to whom James I granted a charter to found a colony in 

Virginia."   ESTC W33283;  Evans 3728; Sabin 100385   

 

The printer William Parks was a partner with Benjamin Franklin on several projects.   It is considered 

one of the finest early colonial imprints with the fine font likely imported from Holland.  
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The influence of this collection of acts  on colonial law was profound.  Out of these 

crude and often cruel  statutes,  men such as Jefferson  later planted the roots of an 

ideal republic that would reform Virginia's political and legal systems and the 

nation.   The work contains all the acts then in force from 1662 through the spring 

1732 session of the Assembly, many derived directly from the scribal record.  

 

 

The foundational laws  of the slave trade including  the infamous  1705 Virginia 

Slave Code (pp. 218-228) - printed here for the first time -  which essentially 

transformed black indentured servants into slaves and condemned many to a 

lifetime of slavery.  The statute defined slaves as real estate, forbid  slaves and free coloured peoples 

from physically assaulting white persons, and denied  slaves the right to bear arms or move abroad 

without written permission etc.  The important May 1723 statute ( pp. 339-344)  is also present which 

established the law  with regards to the government and punishment  of slaves and free blacks. Among 

its horrid provisions, it precluded manumission for freed slaves, impeded blacks from meeting or having 

a sense of community, and forbade the carrying of weapons on pain of death.  

 

With the often-missing subscriber list of approximately two hundred names. Probably the first such list 

in the colonies, and provides interesting insight into the early colonial book trade. No copy in the trade.  

 

 

THE BOOK THAT PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN GOETHES FAUST 

 

173.  WELLING (Georg von).  Opus 

Mago-Cabbalisticum et 

Theosophicum. Darinnen der 

Ursprung, Natur, Eigenschafften, 

und Gebrauch, des Saltzes, 

Schwefels und Mercurii. Homburg 

vor der Hohe, 1735.   Quarto (200 x 

170 mm). Contemporary fullcalf. 582 

pp. [8], 15 plates. With owner 

inscriptions, and notes, one of them 

is, ‘Let others wage war: thou, happy 

Austria, marry’. 

 $ 2,250.- 

 

Georg von Welling was born in Schwaben, Bavaria, in 1655. He worked as the director of the Baden Office 

of Building and Mines until 1723 and died in 1725 in Frankfurt. Von Welling was primarily known for this 

work. In Goethe’s immortal play, Faust, the brooding hero, reflects upon the vainness of earthly 

knowledge and education. He opens a book of magic and is transfixed by an illustration of the magical 

universe. He resolves there and then to become a magician. The book that fired Goethe’s imagination 

was the Opus Mago-Cabbalisticum et Theosophicum. 
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THE RARE QUARTO BAGSTER WALTON - AN EXTRA-

ILLUSTRATED COPY IN THE MAKING  

 

174. [ANGLING]  The Complete Angler: London: 

Bagster, 1808.  AN EXTRA-ILLUSTRATED COPY IN THE 

MAKING,  never completed, but clearly interesting for 

the quality of the undertaking. String tied folder 

contains  approximately 250 disbound sheets, each 

approx. 29 x 21 cm.  including about 100 sheets of the 

Bagster Quarto edition of 1808. 

                                                                              $ 3,500.-  

 
The 1808  Bagster edition is a notorious rarity in angling 

circles.  Thomas Westwood's 1864 Chronicle of the 'Compleat 

Angler' noted that "the quarto copies were published at five 

guineas, and are now very rare, a great part of the stock 

having perished in the fire at Bagster's warehouse" (p.36). The 

Angler's Note-Book for 1888 called it "a rarity", while in the 

twentieth century Oliver made no reference to the quarto. 

Horne claims to have been the first to realize that the quarto is not merely a large paper issue of the 

octavo but a completely different setting of the type (p.35).  

 

Many of the unbound sheets have small watercolor vignettes, some signed by a W. J. Humphrey in 1837, 

and some very elaborate and large, many have little pencil numbers as instructions for insertion into 

the finished bound copy. There are 10 detailed pencil drawings of angling scenes or other relevant 

details, including chimney-pieces and other interior scenes, 84 watercolor vignettes, 13 small paintings, 

2 original title pages with coloring, dated 1838, 106 prints, etchings, copper plates, lithographs and 

engravings, of fishing scenes, landscapes, rivers, halls and 

residences of Walton, Cotton and their contemporaries, and 

45 portrait prints of late 17th century English personages. 

Some of the drawings and watercolors are apparently by 

someone named Alexander, executed in 1815. Some of the 

portraits and prints date to the 18th century, but possibly 

only one or two are from the 17th century. Since the original 

title pages are dated 1838 and the vignettes are dated 1837, it 

would seem that these are a stack of leaves for a fairly early 

extra-illustrated edition rather than later 19th century 

supplementation.  From other surviving copies, almost all of 

the extra illustrated 4to. editions are thought to have been 

prepared for the English bookbinder Thomas Gosden.  

Generally, a very interesting and attractive set of unbound 

sheets providing  insight into the 19th century fad of extra-

illustration through the lens of one of the most famous and 

frequently grangerized  books of the period.  
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ETIQUETTE BOOK  WITH PARLOUR GAMES 

 

175.  B***, MADAME DE.   Le savant de 

société : ouvrage dédié a la jeunesse : 

contenant la description exacte de tous les 

jeux innocens qui se pratiquent en société, 

avec la manière la plus agréable de les jouer 

: suivi des pénitences qui s'y ordonnent et 

d'une nouvelle méthode d'écrire les lettres 

secretes et mystérieuses : recueil tiré des 

manuscritsde Madame de B***. Nouvelle 

edition  Paris : Chez Michelet, IX, 1801-An 

XIII, 1805. Two parts with its own title page, 

232 p and 122 p. With frontispiece printed 

on blue paper, an engraving, and two 

folding engravings with games.  

Contemporary half. 12 mo. An immaculate 

copy, where it not for a tear (with loss of some syllables) to one page.                                                                                                                  

$ 950.-  

 
Madame la Maréchale de Beauvau was a French memoirist in Napoleonic times, who held salons. It is 

basically an etiquette book and deals with things, as improper comments for a company of ladies or 

improper comments to a young lady.  It also has a large section on parlor games. The tone is light-

hearted and flirtatious. There are four copies of this enlarged edition in OCLC.  A nearly unobtainable 

book 

 

 

A ROMANTIC IN LOVE WITH THE GREEKS  

 

176. BLAQUIERE, Edward.   Report on the Present State of 

the Greek Confederation and on its claims to the support of 

the Christian World. Read to the Greek Committee on 

Saturday 13th September, 1823. London: G. and W.B. 

Whittaker, 1823,     8vo, 32pp., modern red quarter morocco. 

Very rare. This a separate published publication, not  an 

extract from the Pamphleteer, v. 22, [552]-570. It also 

contains additional information, a letter from lord Erskine to 

Prince Mavrocordato.  

$ 2,500.- 

 
Edward Blaquiere (1779-1832), was a British officer and pioneer 

Philhellene, a founding member of the Philhellenic Committee of 

London. On August 1, 1798, he took part in the victorious British 
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naval battle of Aboukir in Egypt. During this period, he served under the command of Admiral Horatio 

Nelson (1758 – 1805), as an officer on the liner “Vanguard”, which was the flagship of the British 

Mediterranean Fleet From 1810 to 1811, he served as a captain in the British Mediterranean Fleet. This 

position offered him the opportunity to get in touch with many residents of the wider area and to better 

observe the treatment of the enslaved population of the Ottoman Empire. He was an admirer of the 

philosopher and jurist Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)  whose ideals forged his Philhellenism. In 1823 he 

founded the Philhellenic Committee of London. Among its members were Blaquiere, Lord Byron, 

Jeremy Bentham, Lieutenant Colonel Leicester Stanhope, 5th Earl of Harrington, and John 

Bowring.  From August to November 1823 he toured Great Britain and came in contact with many 

important people, in order to raise public awareness about the struggle of the Greeks and to find new 

funds to support the Greek Revolution. This speech was given in September of that year.  

 

Blaquiere was a real Philhellene, who loved Greece to the end. He constantly wrote and sent articles and 

many letters to important people abroad. In all cases, he called on his British compatriots to fight for 

the Greek cause, either by coming to Greece or by strengthening the liberation struggle financially. This 

action made him especially beloved among the Greeks, who saw that they had an extremely important 

and stable ally on the international scene. The death of Lord Byron on April 7, 1824, as well as Stanhope’s 

clash with Kountouriotis and Mavrokordatos, forced Blaquiere to leave Greece in May 1824 with 

Stanhope. In fact, they both returned with the same ship that carried the body of Lord Byron.  

 

 

JUVENILIA, NOT COMPLETE IN OCLC  

 

177.  BRÈS (Jean-Pierre)    Les talents : ou, Les couronnes de la Jeunesse. The talents of the 

youth. Paris, Lefuel, (1827). 8 in-12 booklets of 40 pages, in a publisher's, decorative cardboard 

box (220 x 162 mm). Cover lined with embossed gold paper; one side restored.                                             

                                                                                                                                 $ 3,500.-  
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Complete collection of eight volumes each adorned with a beautiful frontispiece depicting the subject 

treated and finely enhanced in colour. Embroidery, song, dance, drawing, home economics, writing, 

gymnastic exercises and reading.  

 

Rare set. No auction record but ours. Gumuchian n ° 921, list 4 booklets. OCLC lists Royal Library 

Netherlands, V&A, University of California and Lilly Library but only with four books (out of 8).  

 

 

ONE OF THE FINEST SLAVE TESTIMONIALS FROM 

THE DEEP SOUTH 

 

178. BROWN, JOHN. Slave Life in Georgia: a 

Narrative of the Life, Sufferings and Escape of 

John Brown, a Fugitive Slave, now in England. 

London, 1855.   Small 8vo,  16.5 x 10 

cm.  Engraved portrait frontispiece.  Original 

ribbed green flexible cloth, stamped in gilt, very 

minor loss to head and foot of spine, spine with 

slight discoloration and 19th century author and 

date in gilt added; internally some foxing, small 

19th century call number to lower portion title 

page, evidence of old bookplate to inner board. 

Generally, a very attractive copy.  VERY RARE 

FIRST EDITION.  No copies of the first edition 

appear in RBH since Maggs in 1939 (a second 

edition sold in 2015).  

$ 6,500.-  
 

 

"A fugitive from slavery in Georgia, John Brown provided one of the few book-length testimonials of 

what it was like to be enslaved in the Deep South."  The editor's preface states this is a "plain, 

unvarnished tale of real Slave-life, conveyed as nearly as possible in the language of the the subject of 

it."    He states that Brown believes few persons "will peruse it unmoved, or arise from a perusal of with 

without feeling an increased abhorrence of the inhumane system under which, at this hour, in the 

United States alone three millions and half of men, women, and children are held as "chattels personal" 

by thirty-seven thousand and fifty-five individuals, many professing "Ministers of the the 

Gospel."  Indeed, it is a plain-spoken and deeply moving account.  

 

Brown, separated from his mother at the age of ten, was sent to  work on a farm in Georgia.  His first 

attempt at escape ended in failure and he was caught in New Orleans, but his second attempt succeeded. 

He " followed the Mississippi River north into free country. He traveled mostly at night, receiving some 

help from Blacks and whites, but mainly using his own wits. He assumed the free name of John Brown, 

worked for a year as a carpenter in a free Black community in Marshall, Michigan, and then worked for 

another year and a half with English miners in the northwestern part of the state. He moved on to the 
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Dawn Institute, a refuge for fugitives from slavery near Dresden in Ontario, Canada. Finally, in August 

1850 he sailed for England. Brown settled in London, working as a carpenter, and contacted the British 

and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. He lectured to sympathetic audiences on his hard life in bondage and 

the tragic enslavement of British seaman John Glasgow. He also dictated his memoirs to the society’s 

secretary, Louis Alexis Chamerovzow. Published in proper English in 1855." Ref: Boney, F. "John Brown." 

New Georgia Encyclopedia, last modified Sep 27, 2018. 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/john-brown-ca-1810-1876/] 

 

 

BYRONIANA 

 

179.  BYRON, George, Nathan.   This Rose to calm my Brother's cares. [Song]. The words taken from the 

celebrated poem of the Bride of Abydos. The music composed & arranged for the piano forte by I. 

Nathan And most respectfully dedicated to Lord Byron. London: Published & sold by Mr. Nathan, No. 7, 

Poland Street, Oxford Street, Between 1811 and 1816). 5 leaves.  

$ 1,500.-   

 

OCLC list 3 copies worldwide. 

 

 

SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY 

 

180.  [BYRON, LORD] NATHAN, I.   A 

Selection of Hebrew Melodies: Ancient 

and Modern newly arranged, 

harmonized, corrected and revised with 

appropriate Symphonies & 

accompaniments by I. Nathan, the 

Poetry written expressly for the work by 

Lord Byron. [London]: J. Fentum, for the 

Proprietor [c. 1830-c. 1840.],   4 parts in 

one volume, folio, 10, [2], 66; [2], 67-124, 

[4], 125-186, [4], 187-249, the music 

sections engraved, 19th century red half 

morocco by Zaehnsdorf, spine gilt, g.e., 

slightly rubbed, edges gilded. A beautiful 

wide margined copy, nearly 

immaculate. 

 

$ 4,500.-  

 
 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/john-brown-ca-1810-1876/
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Seemingly common but exceedingly rare. These are all four parts, including a few poems of Byron first 

published in this edition. According to Ashton only two copies of all four parts are recorded. OCLC is 

confusing because of the number of digitized versions that are counted as printed editions. Not in the 

trade. Although the title might seem Biblical, these poems were not intended to have a religious 

message, nor were they written from a consistent perspective. In Thomas Ashton's analysis, "First Byron 

gave Nathan the secular love lyrics he had written in [...] 1814. Then, warming to the composer, he 

provided some vaguely Jewish poems. Finally, after [his] marriage [...] he sent Nathan poems dealing 

directly with Old Testament subjects. See Thomas l. Ashton, Byron's Hebrew Melodies (london: 

routledge & Kegan paul, 1972)   

 

This edition includes famous poems such as "It is the hour", and above all  

 

She walks in beauty, like the night  

Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 

And all that’s best of dark and bright  

Meet in her aspect and her eyes;  

Thus mellowed to that tender light  

Which heaven to gaudy day denies.  

 

 

NAPOLEON'S MAGNIFICENT ARABIAN STALLION   

 

181.  CHANLAIRE, Léon de.    Histoire d'un cheval de Napoléon, écrite sous sa dictée par un 

cultivateur français, qui l'a recueilli dans sa vieillesse ... par Léon de Chanlaire. Paris : Chez les 

principaux libraire, 1826. 8vo. 63 pp. with lithographic plate. In original wraps, with minor 

losses and toning; internally some light foxing throughout, frontis. detached form textblock but 

present. Very rare in commerce with no copies at auction..  

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,500.- 

 
A highly unusual work of the 

history of Vizir, Napoleon 

Bonaparte's grey Arabian 

stallion that accompanied the 

deposed emperor to Elba. The 

famed horse was the gift of the 

Ottoman Sultan, Selim III, to 

Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802. 

The stallion's twilight years were 

spent in the care of Leon de 

Chanlaire, an officer of the 

imperial stables, and the author 

of the present work, while 

Napoleon was banished to the 

British crown colony of Saint 

Helena in the southern Atlantic. 
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Chanlaire had Le Vizir stuffed shortly after the horse died at the ripe old age of 33 in 1826 and his 

taxidermic remains are preserved on display at the Musée de l'Armée in Paris.  

 

The remarkable frontispiece of Vizir is signed Godefroy Engelmann (1788 – 1839), the 19th-century 

Franco-German pioneer lithographer and chromolithographer, largely credited with bringing 

lithography to France. The plate appears to be one of his earliest attempts at chromolithography, for 

which he eventually received a patent.  

 

 

THREE RARE ENGLISH CHILDERNS BOOKS 

 

182. A. CHILDREN'S BOOK] VISIT To Those Respectable Ladies and Gentlemen, Living in 

ALPHABET-HALL; wherein the strictest Attention to Politeness and Good-breeding is 

constantly paid. Also, a Short Conversation between Nine or Ten Comical Figures: to which are 

added Virtuous Maxims of a good Child, & C., Taunton, printed by J. Poole, 1809, illustrated 

with 15 woodcuts some with colouring, original printed blue wrappers (worn), large 64 mo., pp. 

31                          

   $ 1,750-  

 
An endearing book. A ghost, not recorded in COPAC or OCLC. Ownership inscription on title.  

 

B. THE LITTLE FEMALE ORATORS; or Nine Evenings Entertainment. printed for T Carnan, 65 St Paul's 

Churchyard, 1773, 2nd edition, twelve woodcut illustrations, original, flowered, patterned boards,  small 

32mo. Not in OCLC. Sadly two leaves missing. 

C. KIMMER, Sarah. The Ladder to Learning. A Select Collection of Fables, Consisting of Words of One, 

Two, and Three Syllables; with Original Morals. London 1810.   32 mo. (130 x 80 mm) 22 woodcuts. 223 
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pp. Blue covers (worn). Ownership inscriptions on the cover. “Edward Gardener bought with his own 

money this book.’ 

 
Sarah Trimmer, was an author of popular children's stories. There are several edition of her work, 

but this “new edition, revised and corrected” does not turn up in OCLC. Through COPAC one 

copy in the National Library of Scotland.  

 

 

THE MAD POET: ONE OF THE EARLIEST OUTSIDER 

ARTISTS 

 

183.   [CLARKE, McDONALD] The Elixir of 

Moonshine; being, A Collection of Prose and 

Poetry, by the Mad Poet. A Great Proportion of 

which has never before been published. Gotham: 

Printed at the Sentimental Epicure's Ordinary, 

A.M. 5822 [i.e., New York: 1822]. First edition. 

Original printed boards. 15.5 x 10 cm, 150pp.  ; 

with  rare lithographed portrait , 150 pp. Foxing, 

the spine split and the boards somewhat worn, in 

original, unsophisticated condition.                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                 

$ 6,500.- 

 
 

 

 

The book is immediately striking for its subtle unconventionality: the use of Gotham for New York and  

the printing at the The Sentimental Epicure's Ordinary (the  bookstore owned by David Longworth). 

Additionally the dedication appears  unusually on the rear board to Major Mordecai Molasses, Eqq. i.e.  

Mordecai Manuel Noah (1785- 1851, New York)  the most important Jewish leader in New York in the 

early 19th century and the first Jew born in the United States to reach national prominence. The 

dedication in part apologizes that "Thou art my friend, but egad, Thou'lt not like all the folks to know it" 

BAL 3291 

 

"McDonald Clarke, the so-called Mad Poet of Broadway, was a street drifter and poet who influenced 

Whitman early in the latter's career. A familiar figure in lower Manhattan from his arrival in 1819 until 

his death, Clarke suffered intermittent attacks of insanity and spent time in the asylum on Blackwell's 

Island, now Roosevelt Island. When lucid, he spent much of his time wandering up and down Broadway 

and scribbling verse... The young Whitman was captivated both by Clarke's writings and his eccentric 

career. Whitman imitated Clarke's unconventional dress, as well as his techniques of varying the lengths 

of lines and mixing slang with high poetic diction." [Ref: J.R. LeMaster and Donald D. Kummings, eds., 

Walt Whitman: An Encyclopedia, 1998].   
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A very rare title in original board, especially with startling portrait present.  McDonald Clarke, was the 

author of several fugitive works of poetry,  but The Elixir of Moonshine having the most evocative title 

His lines are not mad musing, but often talented and haunting poetry with social commentary.  The 

work ends in a disconnected fashion with an harangue on brothels.  
 

The book is rare, particularly in boards and with the portrait. We trace one rebound copy sold in 2003 

that lacked the portrait. Not in the trade.  

 

 

A REVOLUTION IN CHINESE PRINTING WITH FINE 

PROVENANCE  

 

184.  [CONFUCIUS] LEGGE, James.    Legge's 

translation of Confucius in Volume 1 of  Legge's 

Chinese Classics. Hong Kong, with Trübner, London, 

listed as secondary publisher, 1861.       Large 8vo., (7), 

viii-xiv, (1)-135, (1), (1)-376 pp. Contains:  Confucian 

analects; The Great learning; The doctrine of the 

mean    Pebble purple cloth and three-quarter calf and 

gilt with some wear; internally some toning and 

foxing.  Provenance: Inscribed George Frederick 

Seward  Shanghai (1840-1910)  March 5, 1866.  Seward 

served as United States diplomat in China during the 

mid and late 19th century as well as "Envoy 

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary" to China 

from 1876 until 1880.   The inscription states  that he 

received the book (with 2 other volumes not present) 

from the important American Presbyterian 

missionary printer William Dill Gamble.  

$ 2,750.-  

 
This is a revered translation of the Sayings of Confucius, by James 

Legge, the Scottish Sinologist.   Additionally, it is a monument of 

technological progress in China printing with superb 

provenance.  The book was gifted by William Gamble,  who 

developed typographical inventions to improve Chinese movable 

type printing. He invented cutting characters on boxwood, and 

making plates from these characters by electrotype. Characters 

produced by the new process, known as "Gamble's Characters," were 

clearer and also retained more of the original calligraphic effect."  His 

types were supplied to printer's throughout China, including  the 

leading Shanghai newspaper, and revolutionized the spread of 

information in China as well as the transmission of Chinese culture 

and news abroad. 
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PORTUGUESE RULE IN ASIA 

 

185. CORREA, Gaspar.   Lendas da India. (Colleccao de Monumentos ineditos para a Historia 

das Conquistas do Portuguezes em Africa, Asia e America). Lisbon, Academia Real das 

Sciencias, 1858-1864.    Small folio (234 x 278 mm). 4 volumes. XXX, 1013, (1) pp. 482, (4), 483-985, 

(1) pp. 438, (2), 439-909, (1) pp. 756, 98, (2) pp. With 23 lithographed plates showing views and 

portraits. Contemporary half calf over marbled boards. 

$ 5,500.- 
 

First edition of the "Legends of India", one of the 

earliest and most important works about 

Portuguese rule in Asia: a massive contemporary 

account of Portuguese exploration in the East 

during the first half of the 16th century. The plates, 

reproduced from the author's own drawings in 

the manuscript, include the famous views of the 

settlements of Hormuz and Aden. - The historian 

Gaspar Correa (1492-1563) lived mostly in 

Portuguese India, first as a soldier and then as 

secretary to Afonso de Albuquerque. His "Lendas 

da Índia" is considered an indispensable 

contemporary work of reference, owing to the 

author's 35 years in the country and his access to 

privileged sources unknown to Lopes de 

Castanheda or João de Barros. The 3,500-page 

manuscript was brought back to Portugal shortly 

after Correa's death, and copies were circulated 

among a very limited number of persons. His 

family retained the manuscript of the original, 

which was published by the Royal Academy of 

Sciences of Lisbon over a period of six years. 

 

 

BALL ROOM INSTRUCTION MANUEL WITH 8 

PLATES AND MUSIC SCORES  

 

186. [DESRAT, G.]   Méthode de danse de 

salon : par G. Desrat ... Texte, dessins. 

Musique de Mm. Maxime Alkan, Emile 

Desgranges, J. Mikel, Wallerstein, 

Musard, Strauss et Ph. Stutz. Méthode de 

danse à l'usage des familles et des 

pensionnats. [10] leaves, 8 plates, 1-40 
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pages of music. Binding nearly detached, on corner of the frontboard tender. Oblong folio.(26 

x 34 cm).Paris, Heugel, No date (1864?) 

$ 1,400.-  

 
Ballroom dancing method. for families and boarding schools. With 8 delightful plates with the several 

postures that one should take during the dance.OCLC lists 6 copies. Not in the trade. 

 

 

 

A DELIGHTFUL GOTHIC, MEDICAL HORROR TALE 

 

187.   FERRARIO, Giuseppe.   La donna dagli aghi. Milano: coi 

tipi di Giacomo Pirola, 1829. 8vo. VIII, 125 pp.. With a large fold 

out plate depicting the lady with the needles. Original paper 

wrappers.  OCLC lists 5 copies of this first and only Italian 

edition. The book was translated a year later in German. An 

edition that exists in one copy only. The plate shows the 

places of the cuts made with the scalpel, to extract a large part 

of the needles that were found in her body.                                                                                     

                       $ 1,495.- 

 
Long before Dr Freud, the honorable doctor Giuseppe Ferrario 

discovered the wonderous workings of the mind.  For those 

interested in the history of medicine, the absurd and the gothic, 

this book is an absolute necessity.   

 

It starts like this: ‘Finding myself at the Maggiore Hospital as the first surgeon in June 1828, I took care 

of a case of the most surprising and rare case that can be read in medical stories.  A 19th year old girl was 

brought to my attention with a miserable appearance but sanguine temperament. Her name was Magni 

Maria and she claimed that during an epileptic find, she pushed incidentally needles through her right 

arm and breast. The needles didn’t cause her any trouble until three months later, when the pain had 

become so unbearable, that she decided to go to the hospital.  

Read more about this case http://bizzarrobazar.com/en/2018/01/19/il-rosso-forellino-orribili-storie-di-

aghi/ 

 

 

PRIVATELY PRINTED 

 

188.  FORSYTH, William.   The Great Fair of Nijni Novogorod, and how we got there. London, 

W. Clowes & Sons [for the Author], 1865. Small 8vo, (160 x 130 mm).  [1], 117; title printed in red 

and black, woodcut headpiece and blue gilt grained cloth with a gilded depiction of the author 

(?) traveling in a carriage.                                                                              

                                              $ 950.-  

http://bizzarrobazar.com/en/2018/01/19/il-rosso-forellino-orribili-storie-di-aghi/
http://bizzarrobazar.com/en/2018/01/19/il-rosso-forellino-orribili-storie-di-aghi/
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William Forsyth QC (25 October 1812 – 26 December 1899) 

was a Scottish lawyer and Conservative, Member of 

Parliament (MP). This is the first and only edition. The history 

of the Nizhniy Novgorod Fair dates back to more than 4 

centuries ago. It was located close to Moscow and midway on 

the main Russian waterway Volga river.  The Fair was the 

largest both in goods turnover and the size of its territory. This 

was the place where the West met with the East. The yearly 

turnover of the Fair was over 1.5 bln. of Roubles at the end of 

the century. N. Novgorod Fair, the largest in Europe, looked 

like a small European city - wide streets were electrically 

lighted, it had 8 squares with fountains and parks, numerous 

shops and stores, brokers offices, 9 banks, theatres and 

restaurants. At the banks of the both rivers there were quays 

with innumerable ships. 

 

As a jovial report of private travels, the book was intended to 

have a strictly limited circulation. COPAC records five 

institutional copies in the UK; OCLC is completely unreliable. 

No copies in Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Hungtinton, NYPL. 

 

 

A FEMALE COLOUR THEORIST IN GEORGIAN 

ENGLAND 

 

189. GARTSIDE, M.    An Essay on a new theory 

of Colours, and on composition in general; 

illustrated by coloured blots [in water colour] 

shewing the application of the theory ... 62 pp. 

Illustrated with 9 full-page original 

watercolours, “coloured blots” and two tables of 

prismatic and compound colours, all coloured 

by a contemporary hand. 4to., 280 x 250 mm, 

bound in a contemporary, simple cardboard 

binding. London: Printed by J. Barfield...for T. 

Gardiner..., W. Miller..., and I. and A. Arch..., 

1808.    

                    $ 25,000.- 

 
One copy in the U.S. (Yale), one in the Getty and four 

locations abroad. Originally published in 1805 as: An 

essay on light and shade, on colours, and on 

composition in general. No more published.  
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Art historian Linda Nochlin showed in her article “Why Have There Been No Great Women Artists?” 

that greatness and being recognized as such, as a lot to do with social access (education, current ideas 

and trends, patronage, distribution, etc.) as it does with unique traits and abilities. Mary Gartsides works 

where of great originality and learning, and in many ways ahead of their time. Her book on color focused 

primarily on the phenomenology and experience of color, color harmony, modulation and colour 

relationships, ideas that prefigured some of the concepts and approaches to color theory that were later 

taken up and popularized by the other sex. Gartside’s book was one of the earliest texts to divide colors 

into warm and cool and to focus on the sensory effects of colors and their various combinations. 

Gartside produced probably what we can see as one of the earliest examples of abstract art, predating 

Kandinsky by nearly 100 years! The abstract quality of Gartside’s colour blots was recognized more 

recently when her blots where included in an exhibition on early abstract art at the Kunsthalle in 

Frankfurt. The exhibition focused on Turner but didn’t draw direct comparisons between Turner and 

Gartside. However, looking at a juxtaposition of Gartside’s yellow blot and Turner’s painting . the 

similarities in the treatment of colour and shade as well as the use of abstraction and circular shapes are 

striking. 

 

Gartside’s approach was practical, based as it was in the experience and use of color and is recognized 

today as bridging the gap between the more scientific approach of Newton and the phenomenological 

approach of Goethe. She appears to have been the only female writer of partly theoretical treatises on 

color, albeit in the respectable guise of a painting manual. This book is an important testament to such 

methods of knowledge production. Gartside published three books, An Essay on Light and Shade from 

1805, Ornamental Groups, Descriptive of Flowers, Birds, Shells, Fruit, Insects from 1808 and the second 

revised edition of the first book with a new the title An Essay on a New Theory of Colours. The proposed 
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publication date for the second part, on landscapes, was April 1810. No part of this new three-volume set 

can be traced. There is no further mention of the project in the press, suggesting it was abandoned, most 

likely because Gartside died soon after the March 1809 ad was placed. See: Loske, Alexandra (2010) Mary 

Gartside: A female colour theorist in Georgian England. Journal of Art History and Museum Studies, 14.  

 

 

A VERY RARE 1805 AMERICAN SONGSTER IN A DELIGHTFUL VERNACULAR BINDING  

 

190.  JENKS, Stephen.   THE DELIGHTS OF HARMONY: or, NORFOLK COMPILER  Being a New 

Collection of Psalm Tunes, Hymns and Anthems; with a variety of set pieces, from the Most 

Approved American and European Authors. Likewise, the Necessary Rules of Psalmody Made 

Easy. The whole particularly designed for the use of Singing Schools and Musical Societies in 

the United States. Dedham, Mass. Printed by H. Mann for the Author, 1805. Oblong 8vo, 

vernacular binding: contemporary calf-backed boards recovered in near contemporary 

patterned cloth given board detachment at an early date. 112 pp. (last leaf with minor loss to 

upper margin touching letters)                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                 $ 2,000.- 
 

Interestingly, Shaw & Shoemaker call for only 95 pages. Here p. [96] is an Index & pp. 97--112 contain 

"Additional Music, to the Delights of Harmony, &c." I can find no other copy with the full Additional 

music; a copy sold by Goodspeed in RBH in 1972 has a partial appendix up to p. 104. which may augment 

the known oeuvre of Jenks who composed several of the tunes. Provenance: c. 1811 ownership signatures 

of Augustus W. Perrin. RARE.   

 

 
 

Stephen Jenks (March 17, 1772 – June 3, 1856) was a Yankee tunesmith, teacher, and tune book compiler 

and this is a very charming book of American tunes that continues in earnest the early development of 

American music- away from the long standing cultural reliance upon imported English and European 

tunes.  Jenks was associated with Amos Doolittle and printers such as Herman Mann; the engraved 

musical plates are almost certainly by Doolittle (1754-1832) the American engraver and silversmith, 

known as "The Revere of Connecticut." Amos' engravings "included portraits and maps, made in his New 

Haven, Connecticut studio. He became famous for his four engravings depicting the Battles of Lexington 

and Concord, which were based on his first-hand reconnaissance of the battlefield." 
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On the verso of the index, Jenks thanks the subscribers, and given that their "liberarlity so far exceeds 

his expectations" he states his determination to meet his obligation and sell the book for 88c a copy, 

although the conditions were one cent a page" - a monetary loss but an admirable work ethic!  

 

 

GREEK WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 

 

191.  JOLIFFE, Thomas R.   Narrative of an Excursion from Corfu to Smyrna; comprising a 

progress through Albania and the North of Greece with some account of Athens... London: 

Black, Young, and Young, 1827. First edition, 8vo, hand-coloured frontispiece present which 

does not appear in several other copies, without half-title, contemporary calf neatly rebacked 

with gilt-tooled spine, endpapers renewed, some light foxing, [Blackmer 879]. 271 p.      

  $ 5,500  

 
This work was produced in response to sustained public interest in the Greek War of Independence. It 

also describes Lord Egin motives removing some of the Ornaments of the Parthenon. Very rare. Not in 

the trade. Our copy bought at auction was the first to survive after 34 year (2,125 GBP). OCLC is 

unreliable since it lists many copies as present, while there is only access available.   
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                                                                                                              ARABIC PAPYROLOGY 

 

192.  KARABACEK, Joseph Maria von. Das 

arabische Papier. Eine historisch-

antiquarische Untersuchung. Vienna, Kaiserl. 

Königl. Hof- und Staatsdruckerei, 1887.     4to. 

(4), 92 pp. Printed on thick paper with 2 text 

illustrations and 1 plate (counted as III). 

Contemporary brown half cloth over marbled 

covers with old paper label pasted on the 

spine. 

 $ 3,150.-  
 

First edition of this important study of Arabic 

papyrology, exceedingly rare. With quotations and 

interspersions in Arabic. The orientalist Joseph 

Maria von Karabacek (1845-1918) was professor at 

the University of Vienna and director of the 

Imperial Court Library. This is the first and only 

independent, monographic edition in German, an 

offprint (with separate pagination) from vols. II 

and III of the "Mittheilungen aus der Sammlung 

der Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer" (1887). The book 

was translated into English in 1991 (republished in 

2001); it remains a classic textbook referenced by 

specialized literature such as Adam Gacek's 

handbook on Arabic manuscripts (Leiden: Brill, 

2009). 

 

 

RARITY OF BYRONIANA 

 

193.  MACKAY,  George Eric.    Lord Byron at the Armenian Convent by Georg Eric Mackay : 

This work contains the Confessions of the Blind Friar, never before published, and Lord Byron's 

Will and Codicil, signed and sealed in Venice, in 1818, together with the legend of Our Saviour's 

Message to the Armenians, now first published in English.  Venice Office to the "Poliglotta" 1876. 

Small 8vo.,  17 x 12.5 cm. [5] 102 pp [2; ads]   

 $ 1,450.- 

 
An ephemeral production, with chipping to edges, and text block separating in parts.   The work is a 

most interesting account of an important episode he Byron's life. On December 2, 1816, he arrived at the 

Monastery of Mekhitarists in Venice to study the Armenian language Lord Byron at the Armenian 

Convent During the involvement in his first Venetian love. Byron felt the need for something else: a new 

intellectual “amusement” to supplement the pleasures of the body with those of the mind. During his 
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stay in Venice in 1816, he soon found a new pursuit that, at least during the day, would keep his mind 

occupied: the study of the Armenian language. The studies lasted some months, and his friendship with 

the Mekhitarists ended up in some collaboration when it came to publishing a grammar of English and 

Armenian, as well as translating some works. Lord Byron’s interaction with the Armenian world in 

Venice is much celebrated even today. He may have been the very first Westerner in the modern era to 

take such an active interest in things Armenian, thereby setting the stage for other scholars – and 

perhaps other romantics as well – to try their hand at “the thirty-eight cursed scratches of Mesrob, the 

maker of alphabets”, challenging as though that might be at times.  No auction records, not in the trade. 

 

 

                                                                                      THE BORDER WARFARE WITH THE CREEKS AND CHEROKEES 

 

194.   M'CALL, HUGH.   The History of Georgia, 

containing brief sketches of the most 

remarkable events up to the present day . . . 

Savannah, 1811-16.    2 vols. 8vo.  First Edition;  

Later marbled boards and morocco,  later blanks 

and paste-downs with modern ownership 

inscription to front paste-down, some light 

foxing but generally very good.   Map missing. 

ONE OF THE RAREST STATE HISTORIES.    

 

                                                                        $ 1,500.- 

 
The two books cover the history of the state from the 

events leading up to the founding of the colony in 

1732 through the state's constitutional convention of 

1784. "Largely devoted to the history of the border 

warfare with the Creeks and Cherokees. Numerous 

incidents relating to the savages of these nations, 

and their sanguinary attacks upon the frontiers, with 

sketches of their chiefs, and of the loyalist refugees 

who led them, are narrated. These were derived in 

many instances directly from the lips of some of the 

survivors of these bloody scenes, from manuscripts 

or from printed documents, no longer accessible to 

the student of history."—Field. Ref : Field 972.   RBH 

lists no copies at auction since 1974, the map is nearly 

always missing. No complete in the trade.  
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A BIOGRAPHY OF A GREEK SOLDIER 

 

195. MENGOUS, Petros.  Narrative of a Greek Soldier, 

containing Anecdotes and Occurrences illustrating the 

Character and Manners of the Greeks and Turks in Asia 

Minor, and detailing events of the late war in Greece. Elliott 

and Palmer, 1830. First edition, 12mo, original cloth-backed 

boards, slightly spotted, lacking spine, boards detached. 

With inscription, the Rising Sun Hotel, Trenton, New Jersey. 

Ownership inscription, Ellen Garder. [ix] -256.  

 

     $ 2,750.-  

 
A book that is as interesting as rare. Interesting because this book 

is a recollection of the Greek War and what preceded it from an 

insider. Petros Mengous, was born in present day Izmir and writes 

in a vivid way about his youth and upbringing. He mentions his 

wet- nurse's account of the brutal events of the Orlov revolt (a 

major precursor to the Greek War of Independence, describes her 

recollections of the Tripolitsa massacre, her parents' murder. But he also describes intimately his life as 

a schoolboy, sometimes into the smallest detail. Like describing the library of his father o "fifty volumes, 

all in Greek and printed in Venice."  This is also one of the first books on the Greek revolution intended 

for the American public and in defense of it. No copy at auction but ours.  

 

We can rebind this book for you, at a for free or alternatively make a box for it.  

 

 

MINIATURE BOOK 

 

196. [MINIATURE BOOK]  Le Conseiller des Graces Dedie aux dames, Annee 1817, Paris : 

Marcilly, 1817. 64 pp. 8 engraved illustrations. 28x20 mm. Original full red morocco stamped in 

gilt, all edges gilt.                                                                                                                                         $ 1,150.-  

 

Rare. Not in the trade. world catalogue list only 7 copies 
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MINIATURE BOOK IN A MAGNIFICENT SILVER FILIGREE BINDING 

 

197. [MINIATURE] London almanack for the year of Christ 1802 : the almanack explained : note 

under the title of every month is the change of the moon & every month contains three columns 

: 1[st] days of the month : 2[nd] saints days &c. : 3[rd] time of high water at London Bridge. : 

Publisher:[London] : Printed for the Company of Stationers, [1801?]  

$ 3,000.- 

1 volume (unpaged) : illustrations ; 31 mm. soft silk wraps and marbled papers, loose text 

block.   Contents:[12 month calendar] – A table of kings -- & queen's reigns -- Lord mayor's from the year 

1781 -- And sheriffs to the  year 1802 -- List of holidays kept at the Exchequer ... -- Of the current 

coins.  RARE:  FirstSearch cites 1 copy and not found in ESTC.  Encased in a magnificent miniature 

English  finely worked silver filigree binding.  

 

 

RARE FIRST EDITION OF AN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE EGYPTIAN-OTTOMAN WAR OF 1839-1841 

 

198.  NAPIER, Charles Sir. War in Syria. John Parker, West Strand, 1842.   First edition. 8vo., (190 

x 120 mm). [xlviii, 300; xii, 333], bound without the advertisements. Full polished calf, spines 

gilt, small chip to upper hinge spine of volume 2, some slight spine discoloration, hinges very 

tender and starting to separate. Blackmer 1179  

$ 1,250.- 

 
The war and diplomatic crisis that illustrated a pattern of politics by which no major changes would be 

made in the Middle East unless countenanced by Europe "In 1839, the Ottoman Empire moved to 

reoccupy lands lost to Muhammad Ali in the First Turko-Egyptian War. The Ottoman Empire invaded 

Syria, but after suffering a defeat at the Battle of Nezib appeared on the verge of collapse. On 1 July, the 

Ottoman fleet sailed to Alexandria and surrendered to Muhammad Ali. Britain, Austria and other 

European nations, rushed to intervene and force Egypt into accepting a peace treaty.  
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SHOP TILL YOU DROP 

 

199.  [N. Y. C. UPPERCLASS] The elite private address and carriage directory and ladies' visiting 

and shopping guide for New York City, : containing the names of the upper classes of society 

arranged in street form, and combined with an appendix, embracing the names of leading and 

reliable business houses in the various branches of retail trade. Price six dollars. New York: : 

Phillips, Andrade & Co., 81 Nassau Street., 1874. Small 8vo.  [2], 276, [2] p. : ill. ; 18 cm.   Gilt 

stamped  purple publisher's cloth, all edges int spine very fragile and peeling with some losses.      

                                               

                           $ 750.- 
 

A very rare guide to the address of the upper echelons of New York Society during the early Gilded Age.  

The street address are provided as well as for permanent guests at fashionable hotels.  The last thirty-

two pages  are a shopping director intended for ladies.  A charming and curious work and a time capsule 

of New York city at a moment when it was being transformed by wealth into a world Metropolis and a 

shopping destination for the wealthy across the country. 

 

 

HAND COLOURED ALBUM BY A WELL KNOWN RUSSIA ARTIST 

 

200.  ORLOWSKI, (Alexandr).  Godby, James.    Russian Cries, in Correct Portraiture from 

Drawings taken on the spot by G. Orlowski now in the possession of the Right Hon. Lord 

Kinnaird, first edition, engraved hand-coloured title and 8 hand-coloured plates. Dated 1809, 

but watermarked 1824. Folio (36 x 27 cm). Modern binding 1. A bread seller, 2.  Kavias fresh (?), 

3. A Peasant in a Too Loop, 4. Miasnick, or Butchers meat, 5. Water Carrier, 6. Good turnery 

wares, 7. Cranbery liquor good, 8. Tea hot!           

                                                                                                                                                    $ 7,000.- 
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Charles Kinnaird, the 8th Lord Kinnaird (1780-1826) was a representative of a noble Scottish family, art 

collector and patron of the arts. 

In 1802, Orłowski moved to St. Petersburg, where he became a member of the Academy of Arts in 1809. 

An artist with a stormy, romantic temperament, Orłowski produced a large number of battle and genre 

scenes, representations of horsemen and soldiers, and landscapes (with nocturnal lighting and 

depictions of shipwrecks). These works are marked by affected images and by a free, painterly 

technique. The democratic quality of Orłowski’s work and the artist’s extraordinary powers of 

observation are clearly reflected in drawings, watercolours, and guaches depicting scenes from the daily 

life of the common people, various social and ethnic types in Russia, and life in St. Petersburg and the 

Russian village. 

One of the first artists to employ the technique of lithography, Orłowski executed a number of individual 

sheets in this medium, along with album-series that gained wide renown among his contemporaries 

 

 

PORTUGUESE OVERSEAS POSSESSIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

 

201. [PORTUGUESE MARITIME]  Associação Maritima e Colonial. Annaes maritimos e 

coloniaes. Publicação mensal redigida sob a direcção da Associação Marítima Colonial. Lisboa, 

na Imprensa Nacional, 1840-1846.    8vo. 10 parts (6 series) bound in 7 volumes. With numerous 

lithographic plates (many folding, some coloured). Bound in uniform modern faux-vellum 

boards with giltstamped spine labels. 

$ 9,500.-  
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Extremely rare. The complete run of this highly interesting periodical published by Portugal's Colonial 

Maritime Association. The Association was supposed to investigate the state of overseas possessions 

and the causes of the rapid decline of the merchant navy, to highlight the need for naval training, and 

to investigate new commercial relations. The "Annaes", the Association's house journal, concentrates 

on the history of Portuguese discoveries in the East, but also voyages to North America, and offers 

several previously unpublished documents concerning the Portuguese presence in overseas regions, 

including Portuguese navigators' reports to monarchs. A separate section discusses pearl fishing on the 

"costa d'Arabia, especialmente na ilha Baharem" (Bahrein, vol. 2, p. 313f.), while the loss of Ormuz is 

treated in an investigation into the decline of Portuguese possessions in Asia (p. 60). The narrative of a 

land journey from India to Portugal in 1565 (vol. 5, p. 214ff.), here published for the first time, also 

mentions the Fortress of Ormuz, which had given the Portuguese full control of the trade between India 

and Europe passing through the Arabian Gulf since Afonso de Albuquerque's conquest of the island in 

the early 16th century. In 1622, an Anglo-Persian force wrested the garrison from Portugal, thus opening 

up the Gulf trade with England. 

 

 

SILKWORMS 

 

202. RIPAMONTI, Luigi.   Manuale del bigattiere o istruzione pratica 

pel coltivatore. Milano : Gaspare Truffi, 1828.    Small 8vo. (150 mm x 100 

mm) Original covers, 204 pp.   

                                                                                       $ 450.- 
On the cultivation of silk worms.   OCLC lists 7 copies, one in the US 

 

 

 

EARLY POP UP BOOK 

 

203.  [ROBINSON CRUSOE]    Dean's New 

Scenic Books No. 1, Robinson Crusoe, 1865–

67, 26 x 17 cm.    8 hand-coloured lithographed 

plates each comprising 3 layer stand up 

scenes operated by silk ribbons. A one cord 

broken, some discoloration to the paper, else 

good. Copy without restorations. 

 $ 3,500.-  

 
Dean’s New Scenic series were the first movable 

“pop-up” style books by Dean & Son. There were 

four titles in the series, Aladdin, Robinson Crusoe, 

Cinderella and Little Red Riding Hood. OCLC lists 

only 9 copies worldwide.  
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THE END OF THE WORLD 

 

204.  SHELLEY, Mary.  The Last Man, the author of Frankenstein. 3 vol., Paris, A. and W. 

Galignani, 1826.   8vo (170 x 105 mm). Contemporary half calf with marble boards. Nice copies. 

Front board of volume one tender, oval 19th century stamp on the flyleaf of every volume: P.E. 

athelineau. No advertisement leaf at the end of volume one.  

 $ 7,500.-  

 
Rare at auction. The first edition printed in Paris. Henry Colburn also published two editions in London 

in the same year. The Last Man is a post-apocalyptic science fiction novel by Mary Shelley, which was 

first published in 1826.  In the 21th century England is a republic governed by a ruling elite. When a plague 

ravages the world, they don't see “no immediate necessity for an earnest caution” but relentlessly 

attacked by an unstoppable plague, the human population collapses within a few years, until only one 

man survives. The year is 2100 and the world begins to return to a state of conspicuous natural beauty, 

a global garden of Eden.   

 

The Last Man is a novel of isolation: an isolation that reflected Shelley’s painful circumstances. The 

novel’s characters closely resemble the famous members of the Shelley-Byron circle, including Shelley’s 

husband, Percy Bysshe Shelley, his friend Lord Byron, and Mary’s stepsister (Byron’s sometime lover), 

Claire Clairmont.   

By the time Shelley came to write the novel, all of them – along with all but one of her children – were 

dead. Once part of the most significant social circle of second-generation Romantic poet-intellectuals, 

Shelley now found herself almost alone in the world.   

 

The last Paris copy made 5000 GBP with an advertisement leaf but in a sorry state. Not in the trade.  
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"ONE OF THE EARLIEST NARRATIVES OF AN 

AMERICAN BLACK SLAVE WOMAN" 

 

205. [SOJOURNER TRUTH]. VALE, G.   

Fanaticism; its Source and Influence, 

Illustrated by the Simple Narrative of 

Isabella, in the Case of Matthias.  New York:  

[Privately printed by the author], G. Vale.   

1835. 8vo., 18 x 11 cm.,  2 parts (complete);  84 

pp. 128 pp.   Two separately issued parts, 

bound as one.  Contemporary marbled 

boards, some wear, cloth spine with minor 

patch of loss and larger portion of paper 

spine label preserved.  Internally, light to 

moderate foxing throughout, some small 

staining, but generally a well preserved copy 

in the original boards.  19th century ex-libris 

of Charles M. Bailie.m  Sabin 98337.  

Blockson, p. 28; Blockson, 8745. 

$ 8,500.- 

 
 

 

The earliest biography of Sojourner Truth, the black abolitionist and women's rights activist.  Blockson 

calls this work "one of the earliest narratives of an American black slave woman."  Indeed, it is one of 

the most remarkable books of the period and almost certainly the first work dedicated to supporting  

the credibility of the testimony of a black woman in a period of very weak legal protections, when 

accusations and prejudice triumphed over evidence. 

 

The work,  written by British-born newspaper editor Gilbert Vale, consists of a narrative of Isabella  

Baumfree,  before she changed her name to Sojourner Truth.  Based on careful interviews he made with 

her,  it was written in response to a the sensationalist murder of Elijah Pierson in the  religious cult under 

the patriarchal dominance of a misogynist white male "prophet" called Matthias.  Isabella was officially 

a servant in the homes of two of the cult's members. The work was intended as a full-throated  public 

rebuke of William Stone's 1835 work  Matthias and His Impostures; or the Progress of Fanaticism 

illustrated in the Extraordinary Case of Robert Matthews.   He accuses Stone  of "transferring the sins he 

has taken under his protection to others not guilty of the crimes, but unfortunately poor, uneducated, 

and coloured.  He could expect no defence from a woman, formally a slave incapable of reading or 

writing." 

 

This work supplied Truth with the necessary legal defense: she successfully sued her accusers for 

slander, becoming the first black person to win such a suit. Ref:  Humez, Jean M. “Reading ‘The Narrative 

of Sojourner Truth’ as a Collaborative Text.” Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies, vol. 16, no. 1, 

University of Nebraska Press, 1996, pp. 29–52. 



                                                                                                                                 19TH CENTURY 

 

 

169 

 

FATHER OF THE MODERN CENTRAL BANK - IN ORIGINAL BOARDS 

 

206.  THORNTON, Henry (1760-1815).  An Enquiry into the Nature and 

Effects of the Paper Credit of Great Britain, London: Hatchard and 

Rivington, 1802. 8º (222 x 140mm). Half-title. (Occasional light spotting.) 

Original boards with paper label on spine, small paper losses to head of 

spine and some central spine paper loss. Uncut cop. FIRST EDITION. The 

book that confirmed Thorton's reputation as one of the most important 

monetary theorists.  John Stuart Mill in his Political Economy, said it was 

the clearest exposition known to him of the subject."  Goldsmiths' 18526; 

Kress B.4612. 

€ 4.500,- / $ 3,500.- 

 
"In 1802, Henry Thornton published the book An Enquiry into the Nature and 

Effects of the Paper Credit of Great Britain. On the basis of this work, Thor-ton deserves the title of "Father 

of Modern Central Banking." Thornton developed the idea of a central bank that could control the 

monetary base as a book-keeping operation. Through control of the base, the central bank could control 

the money stock of the entire country. Finally, through control of the money stock, the central bank 

could control the price level. A key theme of Paper Credit is the importance of explicit acceptance by 

the central bank of its responsibility for determining the price level. Not until Keynes' A Tract on 

Monetary Reform is there again such a forceful statement of the concept of a modern central bank. " 

[Hetzyl, Robert L., Henry Thorton: Seminal Monetary Theorist" Economic Review July/August 1987" 

 

 

NAPOLEONIC TRADE CATALOGUES 
 

207. [TRADE CATALOGUE]   6e Chahier. 

Pinsonniere, suc d’Osmont editeur. Rue Vivienne 

14. Oblong. Binding worn, spine new Title page, 9 

unnumbered plates, 10-49. All canopy plates are 

hand coloured but the last two, that depict the 

interior of the boudoir. These are heavily foxed in 

the margins.  Osmont Tapissier. Vend des Cahiers 

de Defense pour le décor des appartements de 

Paris. 3e cahier. Repaired tear in the title page. 

Oblong, contemporary cardboard, new linen 

spine. 50 hand-coloured plates.   

 

Another trade catalogue. No title page. Coloured 

plates 3-4, 10-16, 20-50  

                                                                               $ 2,700.-  

 
Rare group of trade catalogues for beds, windows and canopy designs, with richly coloured draperies. 
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These notebooks issued from about 1810 to 1840 by three publishers of whom little is known other than 

their surnames: d'Hallavant, Osmont (a Parisian upholsterer) and Pinsonnière. Only a handful of major 

institutions in the world own assorted volumes from this series.  

 

 

THE  19TH CENTURY CLASSIC EDITION OF YAQUT'S 

FAMOUS GEOGRAPHY 

 

208.  YAQUT AL-RUMI AL-HAMAWI / 

WÜSTENFELD, Ferdinand (ed.). Jacut's 

geographisches Wörterbuch aus den 

Handschriften zu Berlin, St. Petersburg und Paris 

[...].Leipzig, F. A. Brockhaus, 1866-1873.    4to. 6 vols. 

12, 942, (2) pp. (4), 968, (2) pp. (2), 936 pp. (2), 1048 

pp. (2), 66, 512 pp. VII, one blank, 262, one blank 

leaf, VIII, 265-781, one blank page, (2) pp. With 6 

letterpress plates in vol. I. Near-contemporary half 

cloth over marbled boards with giltstamped 

volume numbers to spine. 2 volumes bound with 

the original printed wrappers. 

 $ 14,000.- 

 

First edition. The 19th century classic edition of 

Yaqut's famous geography, prepared by the 

German orientalist Ferdinand Wüstenfeld (1808-

99). The four volumes of Arabic text are completed 

by annotations and indexes in volumes V and VI, 

including "some 12,000 persons, many with 

additional bibliographical references" (cf. Fück). 

Composed between 1224 and 1228 and considered 

a literary geography, Yaqut's work is essentially an alphabetical index of place names from the literary 

corpus of the Arabs. The geographical descriptions are enriched with historical, ethnographic, and 

associated narrative material, historical sketches and accounts of Muslim conquests, names of 

governors, monuments, and local celebrities.  

 

The four volumes of text are removed from the library of the Munich Franciscan monastery, with their 

stamp of ownership to versos of title-page or flyleaf. Later in the collection of the German historian Else 

Reitemeyer (b. 1873) with her handwritten ownership to flyleaves (vols. I-IV). German title-page and 

foreword of first volume (12 pp.) bound between pp. 480 and 481. Extremities occasionally very slightly 

rubbed. Last 20 pages of volume V pierced near right margin (not touching text). In all a very well 

preserved copy of this monumental series.  
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                                                                                                      ABSTRACT SHAPES AND STRUCTURES IN NATURE 

 

209.   BLOSSFELDT, Charles.   a plante. Libraire 

des Arts Decoratifs, n.d. but 1929.  Folio. 120 black 

and white photographs. Original green cloth, 

Some damage to the dustjacket. First French 

edition.                                 

            $ 1,250,- 
 

Blossfeldt's masterpiece, highlighting the relationship 

between nature and art, is 'one of the most striking 

books in photographic history, as well as one of the 

most popular' (The Photobook). 101 Books, pp.48-9; 

Fotografia Publica, p.59; The Open Book, pp.66-7; The 

Photobook, vol. I, p.96 ('striking and beguiling'). The 

abstract shapes and structures in nature that he 

revealed impressed his contemporaries. Blossfeldt’s 

photobook masterpiece was not meant as a 

conceptual work of art but pedagogical in nature, as 

much founded on Arts and Crafts philosophy as 

Bauhaus principles. This is one of the few modern 

photobooks to be bought by art dealers with the 

intention of breaking it up and selling the individual 

plates to be framed and hung on a wall.  

 

 

A VERY UNUSUAL FUR TRADE CATALOGUE  

  

210. [FUR]   Maison de fourrures “à la Reine d’Angleterre.” 32 pp. In stitched vellum wrappers, 

with carved bone tassel. Oblong 29 x 25 cm (a deluxe issue?). Ca.1921.       

                                                                                                                   $ 1,400.-  
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A Siberian-themed publicity album from a Parisian 

furrier with an eclectic selection of contributions: an 

essay by Jean Charcot, the explorer, various 

descriptions of furred animals by C. d'Hoedt; 

illustrations by V. Lhuer of fashions using furs, some 

set against ethnic Samoyed costumes; a reproduction 

of 2 watercolours by Edouard Mérite, an Eskimo song 

about hunting, taken from the "Report of the Bureau 

of Ethnology". All pages and cover are illustrated with 

hunt-themed borders by Lhuer; all illustrations, 

Bound in vellum binding with a cover illustration of 

scenes from ethnic Siberian life with an incised bone 

medallion.  

 

 

 

 

SENSŌGA, JAPANESE WAR PROPAGANDA 

 

211. [JAPAN, WWII]   Dai Tōa Sensō kaigun bijutsu, Tōkyō : Dai Nihon Kaiyō Bijutsu Kyōkai, 

Shōwa 18 [1943], large folio in blue cloth, in its original box,. 7 leaves of text, 1 leaf with 

calligraphy, 1 title, 35 colour plates tipped on embossed cardstock, protected by tissue paper 

with printed text on it.   

 $ 5,950.- 
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A pristine copy (although original protective box damaged) of Japanese propaganda art. On one of the 

plates, Japanese bombers are flying over New York. The text boasts: “If divine eagles (Japanese airplanes) 

flap the wings, skyscrapers, palatial buildings and the like would break to fragments in an instant. 

Although American sings loudly the freedom and the humanity, he do act with an atrocity like a beast. 

Material civilization shall be punished by heaven in the end.” World catalogue lists 8 copies worldwide, 

not in the MET.  

 

 

A FOUNDATIONAL WORK ON THE QURAN 

 

212.  JEFFREY, Arthur. The Foreign Vocabulary of the Quran, 1938, 

Oriental institute, Baroda. Quarto (240 mm). A near immaculate 

copy. [15] 312 pp.  Faint water stain to back cover.     

                                                                                   $ 1,500.-  
 

Arthur Jeffery (1892-1959) was a Professor of Semitic languages at 

Columbia University from 1938 until his death. His professional life was 

spent conducting historical studies of Middle Eastern manuscripts. Jeffrey 

is best known for this work, which traces the origins of 318 foreign (non-

Arabic) words found in the Qur'an. This fact was fully recognized by the 

earliest Muslim exegetes, Jeffrey Writes, but later this recognition was 

pushed into the background, "and an orthodox doctrine was elaborated to 

the effect that the Quran was a unique production”. 

 

 

MODERNIST CHILDREN’S BOOK FROM A VIENNESE 

DESIGNER 

  

213.   ZWEYBRÜCK, Emmy, REDSLOB, Edwin.    

Der Spielzeugschrank. (i.e. The toy cabinet.) 

Leipzig and Berlin, Otto Beyer [1934]. 24 coloured 

plates, some with text and illustrations. First 

edition. Woodcut-like large-format strikingly 

modern illustrations with representations of 

different toys.     

   $ 950.- 
 

Emmy Zweybrück (1890–1956) was a remarkable 

Viennese designer highly influential during the 

interwar years for her stylized textiles. In 1914 she 

founded the "Zweybrück workshop", in which fabrics, embroidery, toys, ceramics, book covers, 

wrapping paper and fashion goods were produced. - Edwin Redslob was "Reichskunstwart" from 1920 

to 1933, but was retired after the National Socialists seized power. A rare children's book to find in decent 

condition, less than 1000 copies printed (see: Heller, Zweybrück, p. 127).     
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO 
 
214.   DIAZ DEL CASTILLO, Bernal (ca 

1492-1581). Historia verdadera de la 

conquista de la Nueva-Espana. Madrid: 

Imprenta del Reyno, 1632, folio, modern 

binding, in style of the time. Repairs to the 

margins of the first twenty leaves, last 

index leave laid down.  Recent scholarship 

as show that this is the second edition.          

     $ 5,250.- 

  
Written in a highly accessible style, and 

describing the experiences of the troops 

themselves rather than seeing events from an 

officer's perspective, the work became even 

more successful than the official accounts and 

went through many editions and translations 

  

Historia verdadera de la conquista de la 

Nueva España (The True History of the 

Conquest of New Spain) is a first-person 

narrative written in 1576 by military 

adventurer, conquistador, and colonist settler 

Bernal Díaz del Castillo (1492–1581), who 

served in three Mexican expeditions; those of Francisco Hernández de Córdoba (1517) to the Yucatán 

peninsula; the expedition of Juan de Grijalva (1518), and the expedition of Hernán Cortés (1519) in the 

Valley of Mexico; the history relates his participation in the fall of Emperor Moctezuma II, and the 

subsequent defeat of the Aztec Empire. Not to be found in the trade.  

 

 

NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA AT THE BEGINING OF THE 19TH CENTURY  

 

215.    FERRARIO, Giulio.  Le Costume ancien et moderne ou histoire du gouvernement, de la 

milige, de la religion, des arts, sciences et usages de tous les peuples anciens et modernes, Milan 

1823.  two folio volumes. 

                                                                                                                           $ 6,500.- 
 

North America. 87 finely hand-colored engraved plates, patterned cloth with red half leather spine with 

raised bands. Edges slightly trimmed, still with ample margins. With a large fold out map” L'America 

Settentrionale e Meridionale, hemispheric projection of the Americas including Pacific islands, with 

inset maps of St Domingo, or Hispaniola, and Martinique, upper and lower right. The plates depict 

Hudson Bay, Niagara, Boston, Cambridge, Pennsylvania. Washington, Mont Vernon, Virginia, Florida, 
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Carolina. Pictures of Native Americans, making of Tobacco, landscapes. Two portraits of George 

Washington and Benjamin Franklin. 

 

The South America volume has 80 finely hand-colored engraved plates, Two plates loose and one quire 

loose. The plates depict natural history, natives, tools, landscapes. This volume deals with Nuova 

Granata, Peru, Chili, Paraguay, Terre magellaniche, Brasil, Gujana, Antille, Buenos Ayres. Monte-Video.  

Without question the largest pictorial encyclopedia of the world published during the 19th 

century.  Although it was reprinted a number of times, the first edition was printed in a press run of 300 

copies as large folio’s, all of them bear a number and are differently dedicated to a count, prince or 

official, who were probably subscribers. This copy is no 60. The plates are printed on woven paper of 

exceptional quality and bear a small publisher's drystamp. The coloring is truly superb throughout, the 

best money could buy.  
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THE EXPANDED AND DESIRABLE SECOND EDITION OF LA 

MOTTRAYE'S TRAVELS 

 

216. LA MOTTRAYE, AUBRY DE.    Travels through Europe, Asia 

and into part of Africa... Especially on Italy, England, Turkey, 

Greece, rim and Noghaian Tartaries, Germany, Sweden, Norway, 

Lapland, Denmark, and Holstein.  The Hague, for the Author 

and Sold by Adrien Moetjens, 1732. Folio, 3 volumes, 34 x 20 cm. 

79 engraved plates (51+19+9), most folding, woodcut headpieces 

and initials, contemporary panelled calf, later spines in 

sympathetic style., Internally, some toning, minor stains, but 

generally a handsome and presentable set.  

$ 5,000.- 

 
This is the expanded and desirable second edition (first edition 

appeared in two volumes in 1723) of La Mottraye's description of his 

travels over a 26-year period which took him through Northern 

Europe to Tartary and the Levant. The third volume, entitled The 

Voyages and Travels of A. De La Motraye... Prussia Russia and Poland... 

is in fact a separate work distinct from the first two volumes.  The 

plates are of particular interest and include many signed by Hogarth 

which form part of his early work, and are illustrative of the grace of 

his compositions over his later humorous caricature.  The depict 

include antiquities, objets d'art, and scenes of the eastern life. 

 

 

CLASSIC AMERICANA 

 

217. LEWIS, Meriwether (1774–1809) and William CLARK (1770–1838). Travels to the Source of 

the Missouri River and Across the American Continent to the Pacific Ocean. Performed by 

Order of the Government of the United States, in the Years 1804, 1805, and 1806.  London: 

Printed for Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1814. Small folio (275 x 215). Contemporary 

calf. nice wide margin copy.n1p. publisher's advertisement at the end. 1 folding engraved map 

by Neele, five engraved plans on 3 plates. (Without the half-title). Thin brown stain on the title 

page.  

 $ 11,000.-  

 
One of Jefferson's main goals was to find a direct route by water from the Mississippi River to the Pacific 

Ocean — the so-called “Northwest Passage." Jefferson hoped such a route would connect the new 

western lands to routes already used to buy and sell goods.  

 

He also wanted Lewis and Clark to map the area and catalogue its natural resources. Along the way, they 

would also claim control over the Native American tribes in the new lands. These new lands to the west 
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were so foreign that Jefferson believed the expedition might encounter woolly mammoths, erupting 

volcanoes and mountains made of salt. Although Lewis and Clark did not see any such fantastic sights, 

they did see many amazing things as they travelled more than 8,000 miles over the course of two years, 

four months and 10 days.  

Lewis and Clark's team did reach the Pacific Ocean. They also mapped the area, documented more than 

300 plants and animals that hadn't been known about before, and established relationships and trade 

with more than two dozen Native American tribes. 

 

 

RARE ACCOUNT ON A LEGENDARY JOURNEY THROUGH CHINA 

AND TIBET 

 

218. [LORENZO MAGALOTTI (ed.)]. Notizie varie dell' 

imperio della China e di qualche altro paese adiacente con 

la vita di Confucio Il Gran Savis della China, e un saggio 

della sua Morale. 8vo. Firenze, Manni,  1697. XV, 185. Full 

calf. Contemporary binding. Some damage to the spine.       

                                                                                                          

$ 2,000.- 

 
Johann Grueber (1623 - 1680, Sárospatak, Hungary) was an 

Austrian Jesuit missionary and astronomer in China, and noted 

explorer. He joined the Society of Jesus in 1641 and went to China 

in 1656, where he was active at the court of Peking as professor of 

mathematics and assistant to Father Adam Schall von Bell. In 

1661 his superiors sent him, together with the Belgian Father 
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Albert Dorville (D'Orville), to Rome in order to defend Schall's work on the Chinese calendar (He was 

accused of encouraging 'superstitious practices'). As it was impossible to journey by sea on account of 

the blockade of Macau by the Dutch, they conceived the daring idea of going overland from Peking to 

Goa (India) by way of Tibet and Nepal. This led to Grueber's memorable journey (Dorville died on the 

way), which won him fame as one of the most successful explorers of the seventeenth century. They first 

travelled to Sinning-fu, on the borders of Kan-su; thence through the Kukunor territory and Kalmyk 

Tartary (Desertum Kalnac) to Lhasa. They crossed the difficult mountain passes of the Himalayas, 

arrived at Kathmandu, Nepal, and thence descended into the basin of the Ganges: Patna and Agra, the 

former capital of the Mughal empire. This journey lasted 214 days. 

 

An excerpt of his account of this first journey through Tibet in modern times by a European was 

published by Athanasius Kircher. However the full account of his journey is only present in this book. 

See:  “Narratives of the mission of George Bogle to Tibet : and of the journey of Thomas Manning to 

Lhasa”. Although at first glance there are a quite a number of copies in OCLC, this is not the case. We 

counted six copies. None in Harvard, Princeton, Yale or Huntington. Not in the trade. , Löwendahl 0219. 

No copy listed in Wiener China-Bibliographie,  

 

 

AFGHAN/PAKISTANI WARS AGAINST THE BRITISH 

 

219. [PAKISTAN]- Operations in Waziristan 1919-1920, plates and maps, many folding, 3 large 

folding maps in pocket at end, occasional spotting, contemporary half-calf, a little rubbed, 8vo, 

(250 x 165 mm) Calcutta, Superintendent Government Printing, 1921. 

 $ 950.-  
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Waziristan, the province along the border with Afghanistan was the scene of several large-scale British 

military operations against the tribes from the late 1800s until Pakistani independence in 1947. The 

Waziristan Revolt of 1919–1920 was sparked by the Afghan invasion of British India in 1919. Though the 

British made peace with the Afghans, the Waziri and Mahsud tribesmen gave the imperial (almost 

entirely Indian) forces a very difficult fight. Some of the tribesmen were veterans of the British-organised 

local militias that were irregular elements of the British Indian Army, and used some modern Lee–

Enfield rifles against the British Indian forces sent into Waziristan. One aspect of this conflict was the 

effective use of air power against the Waziris and Mahsuds. Rare, not in the trade.  

 

 

FEMALE PRINTER FROM CORDOBA 
 
220.  VEGA, Garcilaso de la.  Historia General del Peru, trata el 

Descubrimiento del; y como lo ganaron los Espanoles. Cordoba: widow of 

Andres Barrera "y a su costa," 1617.   Folio. 26.5 x 18 cm.  [8], 300, [6] 

Internally, lower half of title page excised, relaid on paper and the imprint 

identified in a 19th century hand.  The missing portion of the title was a 

vignette of the Virgin in glory standing on a snake, and perhaps was cut off 

because of religious sensibilities. Additionally, small old repair to second 

leaf and some foxing, some toning and light foxing throughout, some light 

worming to terminal leaves.  18th century Spanish calf and marbleized paper 

over boards, edges dyes red. Ref: European Americana 617/55; Palau 354789; 

Sabin 98755.      

                                                            $ 5,500.- 

 
First edition, second issue, of the second part of this important history of the 

conquest of the Incas written by  Garcia’s de la Vega (1539 – 1616)  considered the earliest known mestizo 

(mixed-race) person in the history of America, the son of a conquistador and an Inca princess.  The 

Primera Parte, about Inca life,  was published in Lisbon by Craesbeeck in 1609;  this part focuses on the 

Spanish conquest of Peru. " Arnold J. Toynebee  wrote that  'his Comentaries has been an indispensable 

document for western students of human affairs.'  A prominent Spanish critic, Don Marcelino 

Menendez y Pelayo, calls the massive work "the most genuinely American book that has ever been 

written, and perhaps the only one in which a reflection of the soul of a conquered race has survived "  

[Ref:  Kochis, P. God, Glory and Gold: Journey to the Conquest of the Incas, p. 307. The printing was 

carried out in the Cordovan printing house of Andrés Barrera's widow, but we have not been able to find 

our more.  

Gold: Journey to the Conquest of the Incas, p. 307] 
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1900 SOLAR ECLIPSE NORTH CAROLINA 

   

221. [ASTRONOMY]   Photograph album containing views relating to the British Astronomical 

Society expedition to view the total solar eclipse at Wadesborough and a visit to the Yerkes 

Observatory. North Carolina in 1900, 75 albumen prints, mounted (25 single, others 2 per page) 

recto and verso, most captioned (identifying sitters and locations) in pencil on the mounts, 

images 105 x 145mm. and smaller, contemporary quarter morocco, lacks spine, oblong 8vo, 

[1900].                                                      

                                                                                                                                        $ 3.500,-  

A fine album of photographs following the pioneering expedition undertaken by the British 

Astronomical Society (under the leadership of J.M. Bacon) to view the total eclipse of the sun, on 28 May 

1900, at Wadesborough, North Carolina. Images in the album, compiled by a member of the expedition, 

include the voyage across the Atlantic aboard SS. Minneapolis (18, including members of the "Clipper" 

party), arrival in New York (5, including Brooklyn Bridge), and stops elsewhere including Washington 

(where J.N. Maskelyne joined the group), Chicago and Quebec, but focuses mostly on the British and 

American scientific camps at Wadesborough (19, including installation of equipment, the Princeton and 

Smithsonian groups, portraits - with telescopes - of Charles W. Young, and Edward E. Barnard, Bacon 

and others), and a subsequent visit to the Yerkes Observatory (9, exterior and interior, library and 

Barnard with his wife).  

  

The B.A.S. party was well represented by female astronomers, all illustrated actively engaged, including 

Bacon's daughter Gertrude, and Mrs. Maskelyne (along with her husband John Nevil Maskelyne, who 

was able to capture an eclipse on film for the first time, this recently rediscovered and restored by the 

British Film Institute). In his report on the Eclipse expedition (a photocopy of which is included) Bacon 

noted that "Mrs. Maskeleyne kindly took over the management of a clock-driven actinometer... Miss 
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Woolston elected to confine her attention to photographing the Corona [the album includes two images 

of the Corona], Miss Dixon took charge of the opera glass spectroscope. 

 
 
RARE CLIMATOLOGY ATLAS 
 
222.  ATLAS CLIMATOLOGIQUE DE L'EMPIRE DE RUSSIE [In Russian]: St. Pétersbourg, 

Imprimeriez de l'Acad. impériale des sciences, 1900.   Large Folio.  49 x 37 cm.  [4]. 89 maps, 

mostly coloured lithographic plus 15 scientific charts.   Three quarter morocco and cloth, 

heavily scuffed and worn,  some lettering to spine, ex-libris with "return to CIA mp division" 

and LOC library duplicate de-accession stamp.    Very Rare. Not to be confused with a small, 

text only edition. OCLC lists only few copies  

$ 5,500.-  

THIS magnificent atlas has been prepared by Director Rykatchewand in commemoration of the fiftieth 

anniversary of the foundation, by the Emperor Nicholas I. of the Central Physical Observatory. The atlas 

comprises eighty-nine large meteorological maps, together with fifteen graphical tables, which give the 

best presentation hitherto published of the main features of the climates of the great Eurasian Empire 

of Russia. 
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EXTREMELY EARLY ALBUM OF X-RAY PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

223.  BARTHELEMY, Toussaint 

& OUDIN, Paul   Oblong 8vo, 

burgundy leatherette, rubbed 

with loss to spine. 1896-7. The 

album contains silver gelatin 

prints (15), each approximately 

5x7 inches or slightly smaller. The 

extraordinary x-ray photographs 

feature multiple views of the 

bones of hands (a few with broken 

joints and done taken under a 

cracked glass filter) and other 

skeletal regions of the human 

body. 

                                                                                                                                 $ 7,500.- 

 
The most unusual perhaps is a purse and the sole of a shoe (which foreshadows x-ray airport security) 

as well as a rat, which is certainly among the earliest examples of animal radiography. (See: 

https://timeline.com/early-xrays-hidden-world-6bbc3a3fb267) 

 

Provenance: Swann Galleries New York, 19 February 2002, Fine Photographs, lot 33.  Becquerel himself 

learned of the discovery of radiology on January 20, 1896, when two physicians and French pioneers in 

the new medium Paul Oudin and Toussaint Barthélemy, submitted an X-ray image of a hand to the 

Académie des Sciences. The submission date of their paper Jan 20, almost coincides with Roentgen's 

announcement of his discovery of x-rays that very month. 

 

 

MYRIORAMA  

 

224.    CLARK, John Heaviside.   Myriorama. A collection of many thousand landscapes [...]. 

London, Samuel Leigh, 1824. 8vo. 16 numbered hand-colored aquatint panels (70 x 200 mm). 

With 2 sheets of publisher’s advertisement. In original cardboard box (163 x 223 mm) with 

mounted handcoloured aquatint title-page engraved by Sidney Hall.    

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,000.- 

 
Curious art toy created by the London bookseller Samuel Leigh, featuring aquatint panels by noted 

landscape and battle artist John Heaviside Clark (1771-1863), depicting idealized English and Scottish 

scenery, including ruins, lakes, and mountains. – A myriorama, a term derived from the Greek words 

"myrias", meaning "multitude", and "orama", meaning "scene" or "view", comprised a set of illustrated 

cards, each representing a slice of a landscape. No matter what order you placed them in, the cards 

created a cohesive scene. The near-endless possibilities made it a popular entertainment for people of 
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all ages. After the success of the first myriorama, designed by Jean-Pierre Brès in France, the toy took off 

across Europe from the 1820s, sparking imitations in Austria, England, Germany, and the Netherlands. 

Leigh and Clark adopted the name myriorama and the design of the box that housed the cards from the 

original French version, in the hopes of inspiring other artists to draw attractive landscapes. Their 

myriorama also introduced the innovation of numbering the bottom of each panel, making it possible 

to record and later recreate scenes found especially pleasing.  

 

Myrioramas provided dynamic visual entertainment at a time when the advent of cinema was still 

decades away. With their incredible number of possible combinations and charming visuals, 

myrioramas were "one of the most diversified and exhaustless inventions for variety and pleasing 

amusement that has hitherto appeared", according to the London’s Morning Chronicle at the time. – 

The present 16-card myriorama can be arranged into an astounding 20,922,789,888,000 (that’s 20 

trillion!) different scenes. Later myrioramas with larger sets of cards could provide an unfathomable 

number of permutations, reaching well beyond our standard naming conventions. – Pencil ownership 

of Isabella Hord to the inside of upper cover. – Box somewhat rubbed at extremities; corners lightly 

bumped; some brown staining. The panels are very well preserved. A copy is held at the Huntington 

Library in California. A charming item rarely seen at auction 

 

 

URBAN TRANSFORMATION OF PARIS 

 

225.  DELESSE, Achille Ernest Oscar Joseph (1817-1881).    Carte Hydrologique du Département 

de la Seine. Dressée par M. Delesse ... Inspecteur General des Mines. Publiée d'après les ordres 

de M. Floquet Préfet de la Seine 1882.   Paris: 1882.    Chromolithographed map by L. Wuhrer, 

dissected to 24 parts and laid to linen.  Approx. 121 x 121 cm; with book label of Jules Marcou to 

the verso and various stamps and notations. ,- /  

$ 3,500.- 
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A strip of the upper border lacking at top right not affecting image, a few punctures to upper margin for 

mounting, a few splits to folds, some light soiling.  RARE.  This fine large waterway map of Paris also has 

exceptional  provenance from the  library of the French/Swiss geologist Jules Marcou (1824-1898) the 

important surveyor of the American West.  His charming book label  is affixed with two geologist's 

hammers between a banner reading "Jura/Rocky Mountains" for his most famous expedition.  He lived 

out his later years in the US which explains address label on the verso delivering the map to him there. 

Additionally there are several stamps ex-libris stamps.          € 3.150 

 

This is one of the most important scientific maps of the 19th century and considered the first 

hydrogeological map and one of great importance to the urban transformation of Paris.   It was first 

created in 1852 on a smaller  scale of 15mm to 100m.   In 1862  a second grander multicolored map  at a  

a scale of 1:25000 was created by Delesse for the  famed Prefect Baron Haussmann.  The features 

represented  the local geology, the water courses, shallow aquifers and piezometric contours. This third 

rendition is the most detailed. 

 

EROTICA: A MODERN DANCE OF DEATH MADE IN THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC 

  

226.  FIEDLER, Frans.   Narre Tod, Mein Spielgesell’, ca. 1923.     Kunstbildner Frans Fiedler, 

Text: Thea Giradelli ;  Verlag. Der Schönheit, Dresden – A. 24.    10 plates, Folio, 34 cm x 27 cm. 

Original cloth portfolio.  

  

A weird and wonderful album of life's dance with sex, love and death by the eccentric 

photographer Franz Fiedler  (1885-1956). which shows a nude woman with a skeleton in various 

erotic poses. The preceding text, tells about death who is a fool and her playmate. A wonderful 

and in every sense of the world unique album, made against the backdrop of unstable Weimar 

republic, in which hedonism, sex and fear where indeed intimated companions.  

                                                                                     $ 9,500.-  
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Fiedler won at the 1911 world exhibition in Turin the first 

prize and had another exhibition in Prague in 1913. He 

belonged to the circle of Jaroslav Hašek and Egon Erwin 

Kisch and in 1916 married Erna Hauswald in Dresden where 

he occupied a studio at Sedanstraße 7. From 1919, he began 

to work with a 9×12 folding camera and in 1924 became one 

of the first professional photographers to use a Leica. After 

expanding his studio in 1925, he took part in the exhibition 

"Film und Foto" in Stuttgart. The outstanding publication 

on the city of Dresden, conceived in the spirit of Die Neue 

Sachlichkeit, is one of the first illustrated works created 

according to the new principles of photography. It marks a 

turning point in his work. Fiedler's studio was destroyed on 

13 February 1945. All that was left was a box with 

photographs for exhibition which was deposited with his 

family in Moravia. After 1945 he did not have his own studio 

and earned a living in the GDR as author of books on 

photography. Anneliese Kretschmer, Dortmund, is one of 

his pupils. 

  

The publication history of this work is as confusing, as 

interesting. An extensive search yielded only two copies in Germany, no other institutional copies seem 

to exist worldwide. We searched, OCLC, COPAC and KVK. The collation in the two institutional copies 

is two leaves and 10 tables. In none of the copies at auction, there is mention of two introductory leaves, 

there is always only one.  However our leaf seems to differ from other copies, that have a more elaborate 

title page.  Our copy seems to be printed in 1923 (See: Archiv für Geschichte des Buchwesens, Volume 

11, p. 469).  We assume that this is the sole surviving copy of the book  with photogravures, instead of 

silver gelatine prints. 

 

 

16TH CENTURY FLEMISCH ENGRAVINGS, 

PHANTASY LANDSCAPES, BIBLICAL 

SCENES AND THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

 

227.  FLEMISH ENGRAVINGS, some 

of them of the greatest rarity. Oblong 

vellum binding, new endpapers. (220 x 

165 mm). 17th (?) century ownership 

inscription on the verso side of one of 

the engravings.  

 

    $ 8,000.- 
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1. Complete suite of four. The Story of the Prodigal Son (Holl. 189-192). Starts with the departure of the 

Prodigal Son; he rides off on a horse in search of fortune. Corner "H Bol inventor", centre "Adrian Collaert 

sculpsit" and at right "H.V.Luyck. 1580. Two sheets laid down onto an old album sheet, outside the plate 

mark.  

 

2. Suite months of the year. Engraved by Adriaen Collaert and published by Hans van Luyck. The 

months can be identified by the signs of the zodiac and by the occupations that are characteristic for 

each month. (11 of 12). The months can be identified by the signs of the zodiac and by the occupations 

that are characteristic for each month. The drawings show a variety of details from everyday life and 

bear witness to Bol's dual talent: he was both a landscape painter and a chronicler of everyday life. 

March is missing.  

 

3. Eight  small landscapes, van Doetecum brothers published by Volcxken Diericx, around 1580. These 

are unusual and extremely rare. 1 bridge, with a city on the other shore. 2. Double bridge 3. Jona and the 

whale, with ship and cru that throws hum overboard. 4. A fantasy like double bridge, signed aux quatre 

Venes (but vents). 4 Christ as the good shepherd in a landscape with two mills. 5. An inn in a rural 

setting. 6. Castle with fantasy gardens (Aux quarte vents). 7. Landscape with bridge, viaduct or aqueduct 

8.  Landscape with a river with along it banks a village.  

The Van Doetecum brothers developed a special technique of etching, so closely resembling the quality 

of engraving that their prints have been frequently described as engravings. Contemporaries most 

valued their technique through which the Van Doetecums were able, with a minimum of effort, to 

imitate engraving and to produce a smooth gradation of tone.  

The inscription ‘Aux quatre vents’ on three of landscape prints refers to the house of the painter and 

print publisher Hieronymus Cock and his wife volcxken Diercx. The latter started to use this inscription 

on the new prints she published after the death of her husband in 1570. This means that the landscape 

prints came on the market after that date. In the inventory of the estate of volcxken Diercx (1601) the 



                                                                                        MAPS, PHOTOGRAPHS, PRINTS & MISC. 

 

187 

printing plates she produced after the death of Cock are listed separately. Among them are mentioned 

‘Zestien coperen plaeten wesende Lantschapkens’ (Sixteen copper plates being small landscapes). 

 

These fantasy prints can only be found in a handful of large public print collections in Europe and 

America. The prints are all executed in a combination of etching and engraving which is typical for the 

brothers Joannes and Lucas van Doetecum. There are incomplete sets in New York (Metropolitan 

Museum), Wolfenbüttel (Herzog August Bibliothek) and Brussels (Royal Library of Belgium). The suit 

of the Prodigal Son made 1500 GBP in 2011.  

 

 

                                                                                                         A UNIQUE PHOTOALBUM ON THE GOLDRUSH 

 

228. [GOLDMINING]  View on the martin 

goldmining properties. Nacoochee, 1897. Small 

Folio., 26 x 21 cm., 45 Original photos. Maroon 

calf, lettered in gilt, spine renewed. Rare. No 

copies are listed in OCLC, albeit one is located 

at the White County Historical Society.           

                                                                          $ 7,500.-  
 

"John Martin was a Scotsman representing a group 

of London investors, arriving in White County in the 

early 1870's. He began investing in gold mines and, 

in the 1880's purchased the Hamby Ditch, giving him 

control of the hydraulic mining from Dukes Creek to 

the north side of Helen. His most profitable mine 

was the Martin Mine and the associated Reynolds 

Vein. He was active in both hydraulic and shaft 

mining until about 1910. These photographs were 

taken to acquire capital to create a town at Parks, to 

open a shaft at Parks and to build a reservoir on the 

highlands on the south side of Dukes Creek." See: 

http://whitecountyhistoricalsociety.com/historic-photographs  

 

 

 

PHOTO ALBUM OF THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER  

1925-1939 

 

229.  [INDIA]    An album (370 x 270 mm) with 

black and white photographs of the British 

Army.  (Artillery) in India c 1937, compiled by 

Farr G J Faulkner, including many evocative 

large aerial photographs (16.5 x 22cm) of the 
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Himalayas (the 60-squadron flying along the Nanga Parbat) and the Khyber Pass. Along the 

small snaps a picture of Robert Baden Powell.  20.5 x 28.5 (3), 16.5 x 22cm (27), approx. 14.5 x 

10.5cm (9), approx. 6 x 9 (147). 

                                                                                                                                  $ 1,100.- 

 
 

UNIQUE LOTTERY GAME 

 

230.  [LOTTERY]   Tydverdryvend & 

verlustigende Lottery. Nuremberg, printed 

by Michael Schmidt, produced for the 

Dutch market. With the original paste 

paper box and the almost always missing  

manual. 150 cards in total. Tiny needle like 

wormhole to nearly all the allegorical 

cards. One numbered card with a prize, 

supplied in contemporary manuscript. 

Each card 640 mm x 420 mm.                                                  

                                                                                                                                 $ 4,750.-  

 
It is exciting to find a complete set, none are known. 

Buijnsters-Smets in his bibliography on paper toys 

and playing cards says that these sets began to 

appear in The Netherlands around 1755. A similar 

but incomplete set is described on page 123 (dated 

around 1780). Buijnster does not know of a 

complete set. The Germanisches Nationalmuseum, 

Kat. Spiel, Spiele, Kinderspiele Nr. 60  only has an 

incomplete set (25 Bildkärtchen). This game 

includes 50 pictorial cards (games, professions, 

mythological figures, and two windmills),  50 cards 

with numbers (nomers in 18th century Dutch) and 

devisen (motto’s/proverbs), 32 cards with prices (in 

ducats) and 18 so called nieten (nothing or zero 

cards).  
 

There were three people in charge of the game.  First 

there is the collector, who after shuffling, distributes 

the cards with the allegorical drawings among the 

audience, collects the money for each card and pays 

out the gains. The second person puts the cards with rhymed mottos (or devisen) in a bag and shuffles 

them. The third person does the same with the numbered cards with the prizes. Then the second person 

draws a motto card from the bag  and the third person draws a prize from the bag. There are four rounds 

and each time 8 motto and prize cards are drawn.  In the first round, the participants pay 1 ducat for 
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their card(s), in the second round, only 42 cards remain, and one pays 2 ducats. In round three, the price 

goes up to 3 ducats and in round four one pays 4 ducats. To increase the risk for the participants, there 

is always the possibility that one of the 18 zero cards is drawn.   

 

 

SAN QUENTIN PRISON MUGSHOTS 

 

231. [MUGSHOTS]    A warden's book detailing 

prisoners at  San Quentin, approx. Feb 26, 1916- 

July 31, 1917. With approximately 1500 mugshots 

and entries under "Description of Prisoners 

Received at California State Prison" , including 

robbers, rapists, wife abandoners, thieves, 

murders, and burglars, largely white males, but 

also some Hispanics and minorities as well 

as  women. Silver prints, each approximately 3x 

2 1/2 inches (7.6 x 6.4 cm.), mounted recto/verso, 

usually 3 to a side, and with the prisoner's name, 

crime, age, extensive  physical description 

including any scars or moles or identifying 

characteristic, occupation, place of origin, and criminal history typed into the red-ruled printed 

sheets,  also sometimes with a parole or discharge date penciled in.                                                           

                                                                                                                                 $ 7,500.- 

 
Large Folio 37 x 29 cm buckram cloth, spine heavily pitted, with a twin-bolt binding; worn. Some photos 

effaced or damaged but the vast majority in very good condition, some occasional damp stains,  a couple 

pages stuck together, some marginal tears from use.  

 

Pre-1920 mug shot books from San Quentin are rare, and certainly this is one of the most expensive ones 

we have come across. A remarkable visual relic with great research potential,  not only into the criminals 

and their offenses,  but a significant archive to mine for demographic and sociological insights. 

 

 

UNUSUAL AMERICAN CARICATURE MANUSCRIPT 38 ORIGINAL WATERCOLORS 

 

232.   MANUSCRIPT ALBUM entitled "Twenty Lessons" By W.H. Kellogg To Fredric M. Heath. 

s.l. [likely New York from Heath provenance], Summer of 1885.                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                  $ 2,750.- 
 

8 finely executed and inventive watercolors + title page. Each watercolor is approx 8 x 6.5 inches and 

most are initialed by the respective artists; the album itself measures approx. 12.5 x 9.5 inches; some 

pages detached/ing. Clearly compiled as a study book of drawing and caricature in which Heath 
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carefully copies and tries to master Kellogg's technique and drawing. Several subjects portray American 

Indian and African Americans etc. in a typical stereotypical, fashion for the period.   

 

 

 

 

 

SILVER NEEDLE BOOK 

 

233.  [NEEDLE BOOK]    A fine late 18th Century English 

silver filigree work needle book. 12 mo  (600 x 400 mm). 

$ 950.-  

 

With the scroll work. Covers lined with pale blue silk, 

square back spine, the interior with four near mint 

flannels, hinged catch. 
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1784 MAP ON VELLUM OF THE ORIGINAL WORLD TRADE CENTER  

 

234. [NYC] Map. Ink and watercolor on vellum.  Dec. 21 , 1784/.   31 x 28 cm.   Original surveying 

map drawn for a 1784 sale of the Bear/Hudson Market in Lower Manhattan (now the World 

Trade Center). Prepared by the famed American architect John M'Comb,  who designed  New 

York City Hall  (1802),  Castle Clinton, and  Gracie Mansion but at this early date was the city 

surveyor.  His maps appear very rare in commerce with no copies traced or located since the 

sale of some NYC survey in the the 1913 sale of The Library of the late Benson J. Lossin  

 

$ 14,000.- 

For most of its early history, New York was a Market City, providing an open urban supermarket and 

shops to residents.   This is the original survey map drawn up for an auction to establish Hudson market. 

"The shore on the westerly side of this market-house ran almost up against it., when it was built, but 

after a period the wharf was docked out, so that nine lots of 23 feet front, and from 60 to 90 feet in length 

fronting the river and slip, were sold at auction in 1784; a space of twenty-eight feet broad "should be 

reserved in the rear of and extending in length parallel to the market, from Partition (Fulton) to Vesey 

Streets." "About this period this market became usually known in the records as the " Hudson Market," 

which continued for many years, but the "press," in noticing the advertisements, still keep the name of 

"Bear Market."   It later became Washington market in 1812 which closed in the 1960s , and now the 
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location of  the World Trade Center [Ref:  DE VOE, Thomas Farrington The Market Book. Containing a 

Historical Account of the Public Markets, 1862, p. 314] 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF NYC 

 

235. [NYC MAPS]  [REAL ESTATE] 17 volumes in small Folio (Vol 1-15, and Vol 9 in 3 parts) 

NYC, 1826-1876.   Approx. 60 hand drawn maps and a few lithographic. Innumerable records of 

real estate transactions and property title history on thousands of pages.   Burlap bindings, dust 

soiled, spine labels with wear, volume 1 with spine and boards detaching.  Ex-libris stamps.  

$ 25,000.- 

 
A remarkable set important for the history of the development of NYC, replete with significant family 

names of the 18th century who divested their property over the following century.  Abstracts of title is a 

record of the title history of a property or other significant asset, including transfers, liens, and legal 

actions that are connected to the property. These documents are crucial for purchasers or investors of 

a property as a summary of a title’s status to ensure clear title and to validate its provenance.     

 

This full run covering 50 years is titled on the spine "Tillou's Abstracts of Title."   It evidently was 

compiled and owned for reference and recording  by  Francis Redding Tillou (c. 1795 – July 10, 1865) , 

an  American lawyer and politician from New York  In November 1851, Tillou was elected on the 

Democratic ticket Recorder of New York City, and remained in office from 1852 until the end of 1854.  It 

appears then that his nephew, Francis Tillou continued the work.  He is listed as a  member of the New 

York Genealogical and Biographical Society and "a lawyer thoroughly and practically conversant with 

the law of Real Estate, to which branch his business was mostly confined. "   The massive work ends with 

his death in 1876. 
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CYRSTAL PALACE 

 

236. [PEEP SHOW]- LANE (C.)    Lane's Telescopic View of the Interior of the Great Industrial 

Exhibition.  Ten lithographic panels with original hand-colouring, including vignette title with 

lens, and rear scene panel, folding concertina-style with linen, presented in original slip-case, 

each panel 160 x 175 mm. (6 1/4 x 6 7/8 in), extending to c. 600 mm. in length, printed by C. 

Moody, 1851. 

These peep show came in various issues. This is the largest one with the 10 plates, its original 

box and near flawless.  

$ 2,950.- 

  
The Great Exhibition in 1851 was the first international exhibition 

of manufactured products. Organised by Henry Cole and Prince 

Albert, it was held in the purpose-built Crystal Palace in Hyde Park 

in London.  The Exhibition spurred great international interest, 

and was one of the two most popular subjects of the paper 

peepshow in nineteenth century, the other one being the Thames 

Tunnel. Like the Thames Tunnel, the Great Exhibition became the 

topic of a large variety of souvenirs, including many optical toys.  

 

In this paper peepshow, the exhibits on the cut-out panels are a selection of the 

highlights on display at the Crystal Palace, and would not have lined up in this way in reality. It appears 

then that the publisher Charles Augustus Lane is less concerned with representing the Great Exhibition 

accurately than with giving the users a sweeping impression of the spectacle. 

 

Lane was a manufacturer of fancy goods, and produced a number of paper peepshows on different 

topics in the 1850s. Ambitious among British peepshows of its time, this work has eight cut-out panels 

and gum arabic on the front-face to heighten the colours. The glitter applied to the fountains also 

indicates the publisher’s intention of marketing the paper peepshow as a more luxurious item. 
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REMARKABLE PERIOD PEEPSHOW OF THE SIEGE OF CHINA BY THE ENGLISHMEN 

 

237. [PEEPSHOW OPIUM WARS]     Die Eroberung von China durch die Engländer. Le siége 

de China [sic.] par les Anglais. The siege of China by the Englishmen. [Germany: circa 1842].  A 

concertina fold-out peepshow; approx.  15 x 23 x 62 cm  when fully extended  in six sections: 

hand-coloured lithographic paper illustrated title and 'peephole' mounted onto card.  Some 

restoration of the covers on sides and edges with green paper, and replacement of the original 

tissue paper connecting the panels, but generally very good and presentable.  

 $ 5,500.- 

A beautiful and very rare peepshow documents European Imperialist ambitions during the first Opium 

War of 1838-1842.  A central figure on horseback is likely Captain Anthony Blaxland Stransham who  led 

the Royal Marines during the First Battle of Canton.   The image of a parade of 'English' troops flanked 

by cheering largely-Chinese crowds, underscores the sense of  triumph prevalent in the European and 

British mindset that set the stage for the unequal Treaty of Nanjing (August 29, 1842), for which  China 

paid the British an indemnity and ceded the territory of Hong Kong. 

 

 

COMPLETE COPY OF QUADT'S RARE 1608 ATLAS WITH 87 DOUBLE-PAGE ENGRAVED MAPS 

 

QUADT, Matthias (1557-1613). Fasciculus geographicus complectens praecipuarum totius orbis 

regionum tabulas circiter centum, una cum earundem enarrationibus. Cologne: Johann 

Bussemecher, 1608.    Folio, 27 cm x 19 cm. Contemporary vellum. Third and final edition of 

Matthias Quadt's printed atlas.    SEE   no. 144.   
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ORIGINAL COPPER  PRINTING PLATE 

 

238. [QUEBORN VAN DEN, Crispijn]   An original 

copper, old master engraved printing 

plate  depicted William the Silent (24 April 1533 – 

10 July 1584) by Crispijn van den Queborn, 1624 - 

1652. 142 x 100mm.  The original plate is affixed to 

lead and a likely later wood block.   

$ 5,500.- 

 
A rare survival as copper plates 

were often destroyed for their 

valuable metal. Crispijn van den 

Queborn was  a painter and 

engraver, active in Utrecht, and the 

drawing teacher of William II of 

Nassau.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXCEEDINGLY EARLY RAILWAY MAP OF EUROPE 

 

239.  [RAILWAYS]    Carte de l'Europe centrale comprenant le tracé général des chemins de 

fer 1841.    In a contemporary marble chemise. In a beautiful state of preservation, near pristine. 

Dissected on linen, in a marble contemporary slipcase. Provenance: castle library of the Duc de 

Barante.  One copy only in the Bibliotheque National in Paris.                     

           $ 1,750.- 

 
The importance of rail transportation to the history of Europe cannot be understated; the 

implementation of railroads throughout Europe brought about huge changes to Europe as a continent. 

Rail transportation first exploded in Great Britain and then spread to continental Europe. The 

Napoleonic Wars also contributed to the rise of railroads in Europe. The loss of so many horses during 

these wars made an alternative form of transportation necessary. Great Britain was “the pioneer of train 

travel. The first public railway was constructed in Britain in 1825  

 

The first line on the continent was in Belgium between the cities of Brussels and Mechelen and opened 

in 1835. Belgium was the first state in Europe to create a national railway network. Germany was close 

with the Bavarian Ludwig Railway, built in 1835. In the Netherlands in 1839, the first train left 

Amsterdam, arriving in a record-breaking 30 minutes later in Haarlem. At the time this map was 

published (1841), the French government rejected all major rail projects, there was only a tiny stretch 

between Andrézieux and Roanne. This proved to be a disastrous decision for the French economy. In 
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red are the operating railway lines, the one that were a work in progress are in yellow, green are the 

projected lines and the intermittent red lines are the one studied by the government. Most likely there 

are railways lines on this map that were never built.  

 

 

SPANISH CIVIL WAR 

 

240. [SCHRAUBTHALER]  Bronze. 56 mm. Obv. with 

portrait of  Louis Antoine - Duc d'Angoulême,  Rev 

with:  Gloire de la Guerre d'Espagne  1823.    This medal 

opens with 2 roundels pasted to inside covers as well 

as  series of 22 roundels,  engraved in miniscule writing 

on both sides, giving a summary of the Spanish Civil 

War.    

$ 1,500.- 
 

Louis Antoine was unable to prevent Napoleon's return to 

Paris as chief of the royalist army, and he was again forced to flee to Britain during the "Hundred Days". 

He loyally served Louis XVIII after the final defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo. In 1823, he commanded a 

French army sent into Spain to restore the King's absolute powers, known as the Hundred Thousand 

Sons of Saint Louis. He was victorious in the Battle of Trocadero, after which the reactionary power of 

King Ferdinand VII of Spain was firmly restored. The events are celebrated by this medal.  It was 

manufactured by Levêque, engraver, at the Palais-Royal,  with the publisher of the text only given only 

as Chez l'Auteur  Rue St Denis No. 243.  

 

 

INSECT ART 

 

241.  SEGUY, E.A. Papillons.   2 preliminary leaves 

comprising title, forward, list of plates. 20 pochoir 

plates, loose in portfolio, as issued. 45. x33 

cm.  original cloth-backed pictorial boards 

somewhat soiled, ribbon ties, boards detached as 

often. Plates in attractive condition.    

$11,000,-  
 

One of the finest pochoir albums created by Emile-Allain 

Séguy and published in Paris by Tolmer Éditeur,   in the 

1920s. Complete sets are increasingly scarce in 

commerce.  The  art nouveau plates  feature stunning 

naturalistic illustrations of exotic butterflies 
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK: DRAWINGS IN THE STYLE OF ALICE IN 

WONDERLAND 1900 

 

242. SHEPHERD, William James Affleck, CUMINGS, 

William.   A Collection of 52 original ink drawings from 

Cuming's 'Wonders in Monsterland. The first children's 

book to popularize dinosaurs and prehistoric life. Original 

drawings for the book. Most with pencil and wash shading, 

all but one signed or initialed, captions and directions on 

verso in artists hand, a few stained or spotted, most 

chipped at edges, some with small loss to corners.    

                                                                                                                         

$ 8,500.- 
 

 

William James Affleck Shepherd (1866-1946) was an English 

illustrator and cartoonist, primarily known for his anthropomorphic animal drawings. He rarely used 

his first forename and consequently most of his works are simply signed J.A.S.  

With a copy of Wonders in Monster land, first edition, plates and illustrations, original pictorial cloth 

1901. Carroll's Alice in Wonderland (1865) and Through the Looking Glass (1871) are among the most 

enduring works in the English language. In the decades following their publication, writers on both sides 

of the Atlantic produced no fewer than two hundred imitations, revisions, and parodies of Carroll's 

fantasies for children. Around the turn of the twentieth century, when mounted and articulated 

dinosaur skeletons first started to populate museum galleries, popular writings paid attention to 

dinosaurs for dinosaurs' sake include John W. Dawson's The Story of the Earth and Man (1873), Henry 

N. Hutchinson's Extinct Monsters (1892) and Frederic A. Lucas's Animals of the Past (1901). This however 

is the first children's book to popularize the theme. The story involves two siblings, Walter and Jenny, 

who wander into the prehistoric past, moving backward through time from the age of mammals to the 

age of the dinosaurs.  
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CONTEMPLATION FOR THE BIBLIOPHILE  

 

243.  STILL LIFE OF BOOKS., France, c. late 1660s.   59 x 51 cm. Oil on canvas. not relined. A 

beautiful trompe l'oeil of books and a writing quill.  Besides stylistically, the date can be 

surmised by some of the presumed titles painted including  La grande guide des pecheurs 

(possibly Paris : F. Leonard., 1662.) and the Traicté de l'amour de Dieu (possible Rouen, 1656.)           

 

      $ 28,000.-  

 

Books find their way into many still life paintings of the period, especially Vanitas paintings,  whey they 

often can have moralizing and coded meanings.  Paintings where books are the central focus are 

decidedly rarer.   Although the bibliophile might be drawn to such a work as being painted in veneration 

of the printed text, it is fair more likely that such paintings were intended for religious 

contemplation.  This is supported  here by the mysticism of the titles and pages open to devotional 

engravings. 

 

 

DIPTYCH DIAL 

 

244. [SUNDIAL] An antique traveler's portable (or pocket) folding sundial compass made in 

Germany for the English and American market. It was intended for personal travel in the 

United States, England, and Western Europe. Technically known as a diptych dial, it has a 

wooden two-part case comprised of an upper leaf (sometimes called the top leaf) and a lower 

or horizontal leaf (sometimes called the bottom leaf or horizontal dial) that are hinged to close 
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to protect the interior string gnomon, gnomon dials, and 

compass when not in use. Made by "Stockert à Bavaria", end of 

18th century 

$ 900.- 

 
When opened, a string gnomon connects the gnomon dials on the 

inner parts of each leaf. Inside the upper leaf is a printed and colored 

vertical string gnomon dial, with points marked for 34 to 56 degrees 

to adjust the angle of this leaf for applicable latitude. A table on the 

outside of the upper leaf provides an applied printed latitude table 

of cities in America, England, Spain, France, Italy and Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PORTRAIT OF FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 

 

245.   VON MOHL COLLECTION: Mary 

Clarke Mohl (1793-1883), by direct 

descent,   Mary Clarke's personal tooled 

leather-bound sketch and scrap-book.        

The album (300 x 245 mm). embossed 'M. 

C.' in gold leaf lettering, containing 26 

extremely competent pencil studies and a 

few watercolours (two landscape, and four 

flowers).      The most important drawing is 

a portrait of FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE  at 

Embly park (220 x 160 m). attributed to 

Joanna Hilary Bonham Carter (1821-1865). In the same collection there is also a portrait of an 

unknown sitter [Monrau?] signed Hilary Carter. (Hilary Carter is known for two other portraits 

of Florence and a statue.)      A drawing by Mary Bayley (1801-1878), born in England to Daniel 

Bayley of Manchester and Maria Barbara Fock of St. Petersburg, Russia. Other portraits by I. 

Roulin, r. Cazey and others. 
 

The additional box contains four children’s portraits in pencil, two men embracing (in ink), 

with the caption “Wohl mir Treue Freund” (18th century? Koningsberg), one albumin (van Mohl 

family?), and 8 pencil studies. One by Louise von Dörnberg,                                  

                                                                                                                                 $ 8,500.-  
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Mary Clarke Mohl (nicknamed Clarkey), 

lived an extraordinary life at the 

crossroads of French and British culture 

and society. Nearly all of it was spent in 

Paris, where she saw three revolutions 

and was on friendly terms with so many of 

the great names of the day. But she never 

lost her attachment to Britain and in the 

Rue du Bac she offered a home-from-

home to William Thackeray and 

Elizabeth Gaskell, the Brownings and the 

Trollopes, as well as to many aristocrats, 

diplomats, politicians, intellectuals and 

writers like Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell. 
  
She was also one of Florence Nightingale's 

closest friends , and provided vital 

encouragement to launch her career in 

nursing. Also she convinced her friend 

Hilary Bonham Carter, Florence’s cousin, 

that she had a duty not to please her 

family, but to work at her painting and 

become a proper professional painter. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mary Clarke Mohl saw herself as standing in a long line of great French women, starting with Madame 

de Rambouillet in the early 17th Century, who had wielded their intellect and charm in the service of 

culture, politics and reason. Mohl deplored that most women were educated to please men, and she 

pleaded for alternatives to marriage. Mohl believed in developing women’s intellectual potential and 

supported Bedford College and other schemes for female education. She lamented how single women 

lacking career opportunities, were ground down by household duties.  In a letter written in 1862 she 

laments how in England, "The men talk together; the lady of the house may be addressed once in a way 

as duty, but the men had all rather talk together and she is pretty mute… They have no notion that a 

lady's conversation is better than a man's."    

Clarkey was one of a generation that laid the ground for the changes that followed in women's lives. 

From their letters, we know that she was a rock-like figure for Florence Nightingale, persuading her to 

stick with her vocation despite the horrified opposition of Florence's family. 
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Provenance: the vendor is directly descended from an historically important aristocratic Prussian 

family: Johann Jacob Moser (1701-1785) considered to have laid the legal foundations of the modern 

German state, whose daughter, Christine-Beate, married Karl Gottlob von Mohl; their descendants were 

statesmen, jurists, diplomats, botanists and intellectuals. The vendor is the great grand-daughter of 

Ottmar von Mohl, nephew of Mary. 
 

 

DECORATIVE FRENCH WORLD MAP SHOWING THE 

GOLD RUSH, WHALE HUNTING AND RUSSIAN ALASKA 

 

246.   VUILLEMIN, Alexandre Aimé.        A very 

decorative and large French world map, full of 

information. Size 162×146 cm.   1857     Dissected and 

laid on linen, as issued. With a protective box      

                                                   $ 950.- 
 

 

 

Shows routes of exploration and discovery. It mentions 

the Gold Rush in California, Russian Alaska is seen (the Alaska Purchase did not take place until 1867), 

five illustrated scenes, show fishing vessels at work, showing whale hunting. Includes insets at lower 

margin: Costumes des differentes races qui peuplent la terre -- [Chart of Mt. heights in Europe] -- 

Hauteur des principales montagnes du monde -- [Chart of Mt. heights in Asia] -- Tableau faisant voir 

que le Planisphere n'est que le developpement figure du globe sur une surface plane. 
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A VISUAL RECORD OF AN EARLY AMERICAN ZOO 

 

247.  [ZOOS]   Album entitled   "Photographs of 

Scenes in Zoological Park Saint Louis".  Property of 

Barnes Crosby Co. of Missouri" .  113 photos, mostly  

18 x 13 cm.  a few loose and laid in, couple detached 

from text-block.  c. 1915.   In original burlap binding.          

                                                                                                                             

$ 4,500.- 

 
The compiler/owner  of this unpublished collection was 

the Barnes Crosby Co. evidently a Mormon family 

business operated by descendants of Caroline 

Crosby  and Jonathan Crosby,  two early Mormon 

converts.  The album is quite unusual as a surviving visual 

record of an early American zoo and animal treatment. 

The zoo itself traces its origins to the purchase of a 

building from the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair, though it 

was greatly enlarged after its formal establishment in 

1910. The album contains some extraordinary photos with monkeys dressed for performance, an 

orangutan with a rifle (hopefully unloaded) , children casually rising elephants on pedestrian pathways, 

as well as two photos of a  small child incredulously riding the bare back of an notoriously ornery 

hippopotamus (hopefully the parents signed that liability waiver).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Items jointly offered for sale by  
 

ADAM WEINBERGER RARE BOOKS  &  KONSTANTINOPEL RARE & FINE BOOKS 

 
All items are complete and in good condition, unless otherwise stated. All items are offe-
red subject to prior sale. Prices are net and in ($) us dollar. VAT not included. 
 
Preferred mode of payment: Banktransfer (invoice can be paid in dollar, euro or British 
pound)  We accept Visa, Master Card and American Express through AbeBooks. Paypal 
accepted.  
 
General Terms of Sale https://www.ilab.org/eng/ilab/code.html. 
 
 
All items are securely packed. They are also fully insured; unless instructed to the contrary. 
Orders are usually shipped within a week . 
 
We want happy customers, so every item can be returned within two weeks of receipt wit-
hout any obligation for the customer.  
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